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PREFACE

The Bible is unique. It is the only book that has the answers to
the basic questions of life and claims to be written by the true God.
This book  tells humanity who its Creator is, why it was created,
and  its ultimate destiny.

Although the Bible reveals the awesome purpose for human
existence, it does so in a carefully coded message. The studies that
we present reveal much of what is contained in these messages that 
has not been taught or understood since the demise and disappear-
ance of the early church as a powerful spirit filled entity.

OUR GOALS

Our primary goal  is to share our  knowledge and understanding
of the Sovereign God's plan and purpose for  humanity with those
who are interested in living their lives according to the law of God,
not by the dictates and traditions of men. Our secondary goal is to
proclaim the coming Kingdom of God as a warning and a witness
to humanity before the Messiah returns to rule the earth.

We hope that you will find this study of God's word intellec-
tually challenging and spiritually enlightening and beneficial.

If you want to know more about us, the work we are doing, or
how you can participate in our biblically based educational and
research projects, contact us at: www.BibleResearch.org or
www.Bible-Prophecy.net 

Sincerely,    
B. L.Cocherell
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INTRODUCTION

—————————————————————–

It was not until after Adam and Eve were evicted from the garden
after eating the forbidden fruit and becoming aware of the difference
between good and evil, that the Creator instructed them in laws which
were to govern human attitudes and behavior.

The Creator promised that, if the laws he established were practiced, 
the result would be a happy, prosperous, and productive physical life
with the promise of  eternal and immortal life in the Family and Kingdom 
of God.  But, if these laws were ignored and violated, the result would be
all kinds of unpleasantness and eventually a death from which there is no
return.

The laws given to Adam and Eve, the Patriarchs, and ancient Israel,
and then elevated to a higher status by Christ and explained by him and
the apostles are perfect. This body of law contains precepts, principles,
and value judgments which are empirical and do not depend on human
validation for them to function.

Many people who seek to practice God's law not only have great
difficulty in understanding basic concepts and principles of specific laws 
but also struggle with how to apply them. To compound the problem, the
laws were written concisely with little or no explanation as to their
application and recorded in the ancient Hebrew language without sent-
ences, punctuation, or vowels, which brings into question the meaning of 
many words and phrases when attempting to decipher the original text.

Additionally, many centuries have passed since these laws were
recorded and there is very little recorded history about their application 
during the early centuries after they were codified.

Without the oral law, most of God's laws which were codified by
Moses could not have been implemented, applied, or practiced by
national Israel with any degree of continuity. Moreover, without the
stability of the oral law to guide the nation through the centuries, the
interpretation and application of the written law would have fluctuated as 
each new generation attempted to interpret each law to fit their particular
circumstances. 

Although some of the original oral law has been adapted through the
centuries to fit new circumstances, the oral law as originally handed
down is basically intact.  

There is no dispute among historians that the early church closely
followed the same worship system the Jews followed and that they
conducted their lives in compliance with most of the laws given to
ancient Israel.
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However, as the centuries passed and many of the teachings of the
early church faded and disappeared, there arose many differences of
opinion among those whom the Father called to worship and serve him
about what is expected of them in regard to his laws, precepts, and
principles. 

Today, there is much controversy and confusion over how to worship
and serve the Sovereign Father and Christ and how to live a holy life-
style; therefore, many of the elect resort to emotion to determine their
individual beliefs on each law.

Because we are many centuries removed from the fount of knowl-
edge which flowed within ancient Israel and because there is no
consensus of opinion among Hebrew scholars past or present as to how
to apply and practice much of God's law, it is impossible to give an
adequate explanation of  the 613 plus laws recorded in the biblical record 
in one book, even if each law were completely understood and could be
explained. 

The laws discussed in the chapters of this book are obviously not all
613 given to ancient Israel or all the new laws instituted by Christ and the 
apostles. However, the laws which are discussed are important for this
age and show the logic contained in God's law and the physical and
eternal benefits which can be derived from their practice.

Hopefully, you will find the information in this book interesting,
enlightening, and physically and spiritually beneficial.

Sincerely,

B.L. Cocherell              b4w1a
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___ CHAPTER ___                                                                             
ONE

MAINTAINING A GOOD RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD

—————————————————————–

The reason for the existence of  humans  is almost beyond belief.  The
Sovereign God who sent the Creator God to earth  over nineteen hundred
years ago to become the Messiah, is in the process of expanding his
family:

"But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the
sons of God, . . ." (Jn.1:12 KJV).

"Behold, what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that
we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knows us
not, because it knew him not. Beloved, now are we the sons of God,
and it does not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when
he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is"
(1.Jn.3:1-2 KJV). See also 2.Cor.6:18; Rom.8:14,19. 

  Through his human creation, the Sovereign God begun the greatest
and grandest of all his creations; he is creating beings just like himself
(Phil.3:21; 1.Jn.3:2) and he intends to share all he has created and all that
he is yet to create throughout eternity with them.

Why Maintain a Good Relationship?

There would be no reason to strive to obey and practice God's law in
order to maintain a good  relationship with him unless there were benefits 
to be derived from this relationship.  However, there are awesome eternal 
benefits that are offered through a good relationship with the Sovereign
God (God the Father) and the Creator God (Jesus Christ).

"But as it is written, Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, neither have
entered into the heart of man, the things which God [the Father]
has prepared for them that love him"  (1.Cor.2:9 KJV).

The biblical record clearly shows that individuals who will not put
forth a sincere and diligent effort to maintain a  harmonious relationship
with God the Father will not benefit from a father-son relationship with
him in the present or in the future. Therefore, it is extremely important to
know and understand how to establish and maintain a proper relationship 
with him and his firstborn son. 

Because of the extreme importance of a harmonious relationship be-
tween God the Father and humanity, the Sovereign God and the Creator
God, designed a system that would allow such a relationship  to  be estab- 
lished and maintained.
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In the following pages we will review some of the early agreements
between the Creator God and people in order to provide insight into how 
to establish and maintain a good relationship with God the Father and
Jesus Christ during the gospel age of salvation.   

Did God Have a Plan?

Some people who study the Bible believe that God did not fully
understand the potential for evil and rebellion that was inherent within
the human creation. And that, when the first humans disobeyed the
instructions he gave them in the garden of Eden, he  hastily developed a
plan to save them from their destructive nature. Then, when  the  nation
of Israel rebelled at Mount  Sinai,  God  again developed  a  new plan that
included many new rules and regulations. Moreover, when this plan
failed, he discarded it for yet another plan. But this belief is very far from
the truth.

Before humans were created, the potential of humans was well under- 
stood. The Supreme Sovereign God (God the Father) and the Creator
God (Jesus Christ) knew that humans had the potential to become
rebellious. 

They also knew that some people would want to have a good relation- 
ship with them and accept the awesome opportunity for immortality and
eternal life that would be offered to them.

Therefore,  before the creation of humans, the Sovereign God  and the 
Creator God had already formulated a  complete  plan for the salvation of 
humanity. From what is revealed about this plan, it is obvious that all
factors were considered  and all contingency  plans were well thought out 
and in place before the  creation of the earth and humanity. See Heb.4:3;
1.Pet.1:18-20; Rev.13:8; 17:8.

From Genesis to Revelation

The desire of both God the Father and the Creator God to dwell with
their human creation and have a close relationship with them is well
documented in the biblical record.

One  of the very first things that we learn from the  first  four chapters
of  the Genesis account of early humanity is  that the Creator  God wanted 
to have a close relationship with them from the very beginning. And at
the end of the Book of Revelation, we  see this same desire stated in the
prophecy of the coming  of the Father to dwell on the earth.

Revelation 21:3-7 Paraphrased

"And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the
lodging  of  God is with men! And he will reside with  them,  and they 
will be his people, and God himself will be with  them, as their God"
(v3).
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After  this  announcement is made, God the Father  will come to dwell 
on earth with his children. What follows is a prophetic promise from him
to his faithful children who  have shown  by their lives that they love him
and want with  all of their being to dwell with him forever:

"And God shall wipe away every tear from their eyes; and death
shall be no more, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be
any more pain: for the former things are passed away"  (v4).

Only after  humans have advanced beyond this physical existence and 
into the spirit realm can these conditions  exist. Why will there no longer
be  tears,  sorrow, pain, or death?  None of these things will exist, because 
the things that were a part of the human experience will no longer exist. 

"And  the One  sitting on the throne said, Behold, I make all things
new. . . To the one thirsting, I will freely give  of  the fountain  of the
water of life. The one overcoming  will  inherit all things, and I will
be God to him, and he will be the son to me"  (vs.5-7).

This prophecy shows that the Sovereign God's desire to have an
ongoing relationship with those who want to have a relationship with
him has not changed from the beginning of humanity.

FROM THE BEGINNING

In the beginning, the Creator God (the God who became Jesus Christ) 
could walk and talk with the first two humans, because they were free
from sin and lived in a state of purity within the garden that he had
prepared for them. All of this changed when they disobeyed his instruc-
tions to not eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

Because of their disobedience, God instituted the next phase of his
plan  that  provided a way for humanity to  have  their  violation of his law 
(i.e., sin)  temporarily set aside and their physical impurity purged from
them so that he and they could fellowship together. See Gen.4:3-4.

This basic plan that allowed people to maintain a good  relationship
with their Creator has not changed from the time that it was instituted
with Adam and Eve. At the time of the first  agreement with the nation of
Israel, the Creator God required the same basic method of atonement for
a violation of God's law and the purging away of physical defilement as
he always had. The only difference was that the first agreement with
national Israel required that atonement be administered in a formal way
from a place of God's choosing and through an attending priesthood.

A change in the administration of the sacrificial system was made
necessary because God was going to dwell with the nation of Israel
during this next phase of his plan for the  salvation of humanity:

"And  let them make me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among  them"
(Ex.25:8 KJV). See also Deut.23:10-14.
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The Creator wanted to dwell among the Israelites for the same reason
that he wanted to have a close relationship with Adam and Eve, which
was to teach them how to obtain eternal life in  the Kingdom and Family
of God.

From the time of the rebellion of the first humans and the institution
of the sacrificial system, there has only been one method by which a
person could establish and maintain a harmonious relationship with God. 
This method did not change with the advent of the Messiah and the
cancellation of the first  agreement  with national Israel, it did not change
with the agreement that God the Father makes with those who accept his
offer of salvation during the gospel age, and it will not change after
Christ returns to rule the world from Jerusalem.

The basic method by which a person establishes and maintains a
harmonious relationship with God has always been the same; it is just the 
method of administration that has changed throughout the centuries, in
order to  facilitate God's plan for the salvation of  different  people during
different times and circumstances.

The Foundational Elements

It is evident that both the Sovereign God  and the Creator God desire
to have a harmonious relationship with humans in order to accomplish
their goal of expanding the God Family.

 Once a person is given an opportunity for a personal relationship
with God the Father and Jesus Christ then repents, is baptized, and
receives the indwelling of the holy spirit there are several things that
must be done in order to maintain this personal relationship and be
assured that one will successfully obtain eternal life.

Just  as the question of eternal life is on the minds  of  people today, it
was on the minds of people during Jesus' day:

"And, behold, one came and said to him, Good Master, what  good
thing shall I do, that I may have eternal life? And he said to him,
Why call you me good? there is none good but one, that  is, God: but 
if you will enter into life,  keep the commandments" (Matt.19:16-17
KJV).

Why did Jesus tell this man to keep the Commandments?  The answer 
is simple––the man had a choice. He could  either obey God's law and
gain eternal life or he could disobey and pay the penalty for disobedience 
(Rom.6:23).

"And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give
every  man according as his work shall be. I am Alpha and  Omega,
the beginning and the end, the first and the last. Blessed are they
that do his commandments, that they may have a right to  the tree  of
life, and may enter in through the gates into the city"  (Rev.22:12-14  
KJV).
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A lawyer  asked Jesus the following question about God's law. The
answer  he received shows the two primary  attitudes  and behaviors  that
a person must have in order to have and maintain a good relationship
with their heavenly Father:

"Master, which is the greatest commandment in the law? Jesus
answered him, You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
and with all your life, and with all your mind.  This  is the first and
greatest commandment. The second is similar to  the first. You  shall 
love your neighbor as yourself. On  these  two commandments  hang 
all the law and the  prophets"  (Matt.22:36-40 Para.).

The English words commandment(s) in Matthew, chapters 19 and 22, 
are translated from the Greek word  entole which basically means an
authoritative prescription (i.e., God's laws, precepts, and principles).

What Jesus said about practicing God's law and the results from its
practice was nothing new. After Moses had repeated the major points of
the law of the covenant to Israel he said:

"See, I have set before you this day life and good, and death and
evil"  "In  that I command you this day to love the Lord  your God,  to 
walk in  his ways, and to keep his commandments and his statutes
and his judgments, that you may live and multiply: and the Lord
your God shall bless you in the land where you go to possess it"
(Deut.30:15-16 KJV).

"But  if your heart turn away,  so that you will not hear, but shall be
drawn away, and worship other gods,  and serve them; I denounce
to you this day, that you shall surely perish, and that you shall not
prolong your days on the land, where you passed over  Jordan  to go 
to possess it. I call heaven and  earth  to record this day against you, 
that I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing:
therefore choose life,  that both you and your seed may live" (Deut.
30:17-19 KJV). 

In relation to the obedience and the  practice of God's law, nothing has 
changed. During this gospel age of salvation, a faithful and diligent
obedience and practice of  God's law will result in blessings and eternal
life, but disobedience will bring curses and death.

The first thing that is necessary if you desire to have a good relation-
ship  with  God the Father is to love him  with  all your being. This kind of 
love will be manifested in your desire and effort to fellowship with him
and to please him through the obedience and practice of his law and the
pursuit of his will in your life.

The second thing that is necessary is to  understand that the Father
loves all people and wants everyone to obtain salvation and become a
part of his family. Because this is his goal, anyone who loves the Father
must also have love and concern for other people.
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Listed below are other foundational attitudes, behaviors, and other
things that have always been required of people in order for them to show 
that they are serious about  their desire to build and maintain a close
personal relationship with God:

• Acknowledge God as Sovereign over one's life.
• Seek to please God through one's thoughts and behavior.
• Learn and study God's laws and way of life in order  to  come into

compliance with them.
• Fellowship with God through prayer, observance of his law, and

one's lifestyle.
• Repent of any violation of his law.
• Ask for forgiveness of any violation of his laws, precepts, and

principles.
• Apply the proper sacrifice for the atonement of sin.  

Faith In God

In the Book of Hebrews, chapter 11, there is a long  list of  individuals
who have received God's approval  through the application of faith in his
promises and way of life. See Heb.11:1-40.

"And these all, having received a witness through faith, received not 
the promise: God having provided some better thing for us, that
they without us should not be  made  perfect"   (Heb.11:39-40 Para.).

These people all had a good relationship with God through faith. But,
how did they accomplish this?

Abel had faith that the sacrifices he offered would set his  sins aside
and keep him  in a harmonious relationship with God. Abel understood
that the sacrifices were symbolic of the Messiah  and he looked forward
to the time when the Messiah would come to provide the perfect
sacrifice, which would forgive sin and remove its penalty.

It  was Abel's faith in God's sacrificial system and his obedience to
God's laws that caused him to be listed in  Hebrews, chapter 11, as one of
those who will be made perfect along with God the Father's elect children 
who are the first to live under a new and better agreement than the one
made with national Israel.

When an in-depth study is made of the sacrificial system, it  becomes
obvious that the individualsCfrom Adam to ChristCwho had faith in
God's promises and followed his instructions pertaining to his  sacrificial 
system and his law have secured eternal  life just like the Father's elect
during the gospel age of salvation.

These individuals had absolute faith that God would set their sins
aside and remove them forever when the Messiah would come  to present 
himself as the supreme sacrifice.
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ANCIENT ISRAEL

Under  the first agreement with national Israel, the  Creator  required a 
priesthood to administer the sacrificial system in order to accomplish the
atonement for spiritual sin and purge away the people's physical defile-
ment. This was required; so that, he could dwell among them and teach
them the ways, that lead to immortal and eternal life in the Kingdom and
Family of God:

"The priest was a man whose function was to build a bridge
between men and God by means of the sacrificial system. If a man
broke the law, his fellowship with God was interrupted and his
access to God was barred. By the offering of the correct sacrifice,
that breach of the law was atoned for, and so the fellowship was
restored and the barrier removed" (Commentary on Hebrews, by
William Barclay, page 66).

The Blood of Atonement

"For the life of the flesh is in the blood: and I have given it to you on
the altar to make an atonement for your souls: for it is the blood that 
makes an atonement for your soul"  (Lev.17:11 KJV).

At the institution of the first agreement with national Israel, the
people accepted the laws of God as the condition of their special relation- 
ship with him.  A sacrifice  was made, and Moses  took half of the blood
from the sacrifice,  put it  in basins, and threw half of it against the  altar.
After the book of the law had been read and the people had signified their 
acceptance of it, Moses took the blood from the sacrifice and sprinkled it
on the people and declared that the covenant had been sealed and
ratified:

"Behold the blood of the covenant, which the Lord has made with
you  concerning all these words"  (Ex.24:8 KJV). 

No ratification of any agreement  or reconciliation can occur between
God and people without the shedding of blood, because life is in the
blood and life is the most precious possession of any living creature.
Therefore, the giving of a life emphasizes the seriousness of making and
maintaining an agreement with God.

"For the  life of the flesh is in the blood.  .  ."  (Lev.17:11).  "For it  is
the life of all flesh; the blood of it is for the life thereof.  .  ." (Lev.
17:14).

In order for a person to atone for sin and maintain a harmonious
relationship with God before the advent of Jesus Christ, the sacrificial
law required that, when a person violated God's law, a specific offering
must be made for that particular violation:
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"Sin offerings are required in the following cases: If someone is
officially summoned to give evidence in court and does not give
information about something he has seen or heard, he must suffer
the  consequences. When a person is guilty, he must confess  the sin.
In this way the priest shall offer the sacrifice for the man's sin, and
he will be forgiven . . ."  (Lev.5:1,5,13 GNB). 

When  a person was guilty of sin, a confession must be made and the
proper sacrifice brought to the place of sacrifice. Then, the priest would
offer the sacrifice and the sin would be atoned for, but not forgiven.

The Setting Aside of Sin

Under  the first agreement with national Israel, a sinner could have sin 
atoned for through the sacrificial system. When a person acknowledged
and repented of sin  and offered the  proper sacrifice, the  sin was set aside 
and temporarily hidden from God's sight, and the person was placed back 
into right-standing with God.

Total Forgiveness

1. Before the advent of Jesus Christ as the Messiah, was  there a method
or process whereby individuals could have their sins forgiven? 

2. Could sins be forgiven through animal sacrifices?

The answer to both questions is No. Before the advent of Jesus Christ, 
there was no method or process by which sin could be totally forgiven.
No amount of animal sacrifices could bring the forgiveness of sin or
remove its penalty. However, the sacrifices did provide for the setting
aside of sins, which allowed people to maintain a good relationship with
God.

Sins Set Aside, Not Forgiven

"For the law having a shadow of good things to come, and not the
very  image of the things, can never with those sacrifices which they
offered year by year continually make the comers thereunto perfect. 
For then  would they not have ceased to be offered? because  that
the worshipers once purged should have had no more conscience  of 
sins. But in those sacrifices there is  a remembrance again made of
sins every year. For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of
goats should take away sins"  (Heb.10:1-4 KJV).

The sins of Israel were brought to remembrance every year on the
Day of Atonement because these sins were neither forgiven nor for-
gotten. The reason they could not be forgiven or forgotten was that the
sacrifices were not perfect; they had no power to  forgive sins. Therefore, 
the record of sins still existed, and the people were still guilty of their
sins.
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Once a year on the Day of Atonement, all accumulated sin (physical/
ceremonial defilement  and spiritual/moral sin) of  every individual  was
atoned for; it was either purged away or set aside. However, the sins were 
not forgiven. The punishment for these sins had not  been exacted. The
penalty had not been paid, and each  individual was still guilty before
God. Therefore, the  next year on the  Day  of  Atonement these same sins 
and  any  sins  committed during the previous year would be remembered 
and would have to be atoned for by the blood of bulls and goats. And
these sins would again be symbolically sent away from the nation of
Israel for another year.

 The  atonement process had to be repeated over and over in order for
the Israelites to maintain a harmonious relationship with God under  the
terms and conditions of the first agreement with ancient Israel. Only the
life of the lawbreaker could pay the penalty for personal sin. Animal life
was only a substitute payment for sin until payment could be made by the 
lawbreaker.

The sacrificial animals only provided a temporary substitute for the
life of those guilty of sin; so that, they could continue to fellowship with
God, learn his way of life, and receive the other benefits of having his
presence dwell among them.

The sacrifices for sin under the sacrificial system  did accomplish the
purpose of placing individuals and the nation into harmony with the
Creator God; so, that he could dwell among them and commune with
them. However, there was no forgiveness for the violation of God's law 
or its penalty through the sacrifice of animals.

THE GOSPEL AGE

During  the  gospel age of salvation, God the Father has  provided  a
much simpler and easier method by which his people can maintain a
good relationship with him.

• Individuals who have an agreement with God the Father can have
their sins totally forgiven  through  the sacrifice  of  Jesus Christ.

• Individuals can communicate with their heavenly Father through
the authority of Jesus Christ who is their High Priest and who sits
at the Father's right hand and intercedes on their behalf.

"And  every priest stands daily ministering and offering many times
the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins: But this man,
after he had offered one sacrifice for  sins  forever, sat down on the
right hand of God"  (Heb.10:11-12 KJV). See Matt.26:27-28; Acts
2:38; Rom.3:23-25.

It is through Jesus Christ's perfect sacrifice and priesthood that the
elect have access to the Father and are able to establish and maintain a
harmonious relationship with him. And it is because of the perfect
sacrifice of Jesus Christ that the elect are able to stand before the Father
in a pure and sinless condition.

11

 



Under the agreement with the Patriarchs and ancient Israel, sins were
only set aside and covered from God's view after repentance and the
offering of the proper sacrifice. However, under the  new agreement, the
sacrificial blood of Jesus Christ has the power  to forgive  sin  and remove 
its record and penalty forever. Never again will it be necessary for
anyone to offer an animal sacrifice for the purpose of having a violation
of  God's law set aside and covered  from the Father's view. Through  the
sacrifice of Jesus Christ, all sin can be forgiven and  forgotten forever.

"Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us,
which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing  it to his
cross; And having spoiled principalities and  powers, he made a
show of  them  openly, triumphing  over them in it"  (Col.2:14-15). 

"Whom God has set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his
blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of  sins that are 
past, through the forbearance of God"  (Rom.3:25 KJV).

Notice  Paul's statement:  "for the remission  of sins that  are  past."
Some references define this statement as "passing over of sins done in
the past" (i.e., sins committed since the time of Adam).

The following explanation of Paul's statement is from William
Barclay's "Commentary on Hebrews":

"It is through him [Christ] that there emerges a new covenant
between God and man; and the purpose behind this new covenant  is 
that those who have been called might receive the eternal
inheritance which has been promised to them; but this could happen 
only after a death had taken place, the purpose of which was to
rescue them from the consequence of the transgressions which had
been committed under the conditions of the old covenant.

"For where there is a will, it is necessary that there should be
evidence  of the death of the testator before the will is  valid.  It is in
the case of dead people that a will is confirmed, since surely it
cannot be operative when the testator is still alive. 

"That is why even the first covenant was not inaugurated without
blood. For, after every commandment which the law lays down had
been announced by Moses to all the people, he took the blood of
calves  and goats,  together with water  and scarlet and  hyssop, and
sprinkled the book itself and all the people. And as he did so, he
said: 'This is the blood of the covenant whose conditions God
commanded you to observe.'

"In like manner he sprinkled with blood  the tabernacle also  and all
the instruments used in its worship.  Under  the conditions which the 
law lays down, it is true to say that almost everything is cleansed by
blood. Without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.
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"As  we  have  seen,  the idea of the covenant is  basic  to the thought
of the writer, by which he meant a relationship between God and
man. The first covenant was dependent on man's keeping of the law; 
as soon as he broke the law the covenant became  ineffective. . .'

"Therefore, the basic meaning of the new covenant, which Jesus
inaugurated, is that men should have access to God or, to put it
another way, have fellowship with him.'

"So the writer to the Hebrews has a tremendous thought and says
that the sacrifice of Jesus Christ is retroactive. That is  to say, it is
effective to wipe out the sins of men committed under the old
covenant and to inaugurate the fellowship promised  under the new" 
(Commentary on Hebrews, p.105-106).

All this seems very complicated, but at its roots there are two great
eternal truths:

• It is through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ  that violations of God's
law are forgiven and forgotten forever.

• It is through the sacrifice of Jesus that a person may have fellow-
ship with God the Father.

It is  because of the better terms and conditions of the new agree-
ment, which was instituted by Jesus Christ, that a person can now
maintain a good relationship with God the Father and be assured that,
when they ask forgiveness for their sins,  these  sins and the penalties for
these sins will vanish as if they had never existed.

A Perfect High Priest

"If  therefore perfection were by the Levitical priesthood, (for under 
it the people received the law,) what  further  need was there that
another priest should rise after the order of Melchizedec, and not be 
called after the order of Aaron? For the priesthood being  changed,
there is made of necessity a  change also of the law.  For he of whom
these things are spoken pertains to another tribe, of which  no man
gave attendance at the  altar.  For  it is evident that our Lord  sprang 
out of Judah; of which tribe Moses spoke nothing concerning
priesthood. And it is yet far more evident: for that after the
similitude  of  Melchizedec there arises another priest, Who is made, 
not after the law of  a carnal commandment, but after the power of
an endless life"  (Heb.7:11-16 KJV).

"Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by
the blood of Jesus, By a new and living way, which he has conse-
crated for us, through the vail, that is to say, his  flesh; And  having
a high priest over the house of God"   (Heb.10:19-21 KJV).
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Under  the first agreement with national Israel, the  High Priest was to
act as a bridge between God and his people. Because the High Priest
himself was under the death penalty, he was also in  need of a perfect
sacrifice to be offered for his sins in order  to have these sins forgiven and 
their penalty removed. Moreover,  because  the  High Priest  of Israel was 
not perfect, he and those he represented could  never pass beyond the
Creator God  and  into  the presence  of God the Father. But why not? The 
reason is that the  Father dwells in heaven, and anyone who is allowed to
come into his presence must be totally sinless, holy, and  righteous. No
human qualified or had the authority to go before him prior to the sacri-
fice of Jesus Christ, because every human was under the death penalty
for the violation of God's law before the advent of Christ.

The writer to the Hebrews shows a change in the conditions of the
original agreement with Israel; this change allows the elect to go  directly 
before God the Father without going to  a  physical priest. Under the first
agreement with Israel the physical priest would speak to God on their
behalf, but today this is not necessary.

A Spiritual High Priest

Jesus Christ is now the High Priest who sits at the right hand of God
the Father in heaven. And because of Christ's sacrifice and the new
agreement, there is a new and life-giving way opened for the Father's
earthly children to go into his presence:

"But  now has he obtained a more excellent ministry, by how much
also he is the mediator of a better covenant [agreement], which was 
established on better promises"  (Heb.8:6 KJV). 

Through his sacrifice,  Jesus Christ has become the immortal High
Priest and the mediator of a new and better agreement that is built on new 
and better promises from God the Father. And since Jesus Christ  became 
the perfect sacrifice, there is no longer a need for animal sacrifices to be
made to atone for violations of God's law.

HOLINESS

Physical Defilement

Before the advent of the Messiah, when people became physically
defiled, the only way they could be restored to a condition of purity
(holiness) was through the sacrificial system. See Lev.chps.8-16.

This same situation still exists during the gospel age of salvation;
however,  a person who has an eternal agreement with God the  Father is
in a continual state of purity (holiness) through the atoning blood of
Jesus Christ. Moreover, this person does not need to offer an animal
sacrifice to remove physical defilement.
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Spiritual Defilement

Another point to be aware of is that, before the advent of  the Messiah, 
a person who committed a spiritual sin was considered spiritually defiled 
(impure and unholy) before  God. Again, the only way to restore a person 
to a condition of spiritual purity was to offer the proper animal sacrifice.
Today, anyone who has an eternal agreement with the Father is in a
continual state of spiritual purity (holiness) through the atoning blood of
Jesus Christ  and they do not need to offer an animal sacrifice to remove
spiritual defilement.

The  Perfect Sacrifice

Although a person could obtain a state of physical and spiritual purity 
(holiness) before the  advent of the Messiah, this condition could not be
maintained because there was no perfect sacrifice that could totally
eliminate physical and spiritual defilement.

Then and today, the sacrifice of one's personal life in order  to become 
holy is not possible because no human is without sin; however, a
substitute sacrifice that is holy and perfect in every way (sinless) may
atone for the life of the sinner. Through this kind of substitution, a
person's  life  can be redeemed and given  back to them. Although  animal 
life is without sin, animals are neither perfect spiritually or of the same
value as human life. Therefore, it is only God himself who can be this
substitute sacrifice, which is what the Creator God actually became as
the Messiah.

It is only through the sacrificial blood of the Creator God (Jesus
Christ) that any human can be placed back into or maintain a good
relationship with God the Father. The  sins  of  a person  who is under the
sacrificial blood of Jesus Christ are considered  to be non-existent as long 
as one's attitude is correct  in seeking to please God. When sin is brought
to the consciousness of a person under the blood of Christ, the only thing
that this person must do in order to eliminate this record of sin is to repent 
of the sin, acknowledge it to the Father, and ask for his forgiveness
through the authority of Jesus Christ.  When this is  done  the sin is wiped
from the person's record and vanishes as if it had never existed:

"Therefore  if  any man be in Christ, he is a new  creature: old things 
are passed away; behold, all things become new. And  all things  are 
of God, who has reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and has
given us the ministry of reconciliation; To wit, that God was in
Christ, reconciling the world to himself, not imputing their Tres-
passes to them; and has committed to us the word of reconciliation"
(2.Cor.5:17-19 KJV).
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It  is  obvious from the Bible that God the Father's earthly children are
made and kept holy through the blood of Christ's perfect sacrifice,  just as 
the people who lived before the advent of the Messiah were made and
kept holy by the blood of sacrificial animals.  It is through the sacrifice of 
Jesus Christ that we are  declared holy in the Father's eyes and can remain 
in a condition of holiness before the Father.

THE SACRIFICES PAST AND PRESENT

Much  can  be learned  from the sacrificial system  of  the  past that can 
be applied to the present and will surely be taught in the future when
national Israel exists as  a nation under Christ's rule. Therefore, it is good
to review some of the sacrifices that were offered under the first agree-
ment with ancient Israel and the sacrifices that are offered  by the people
of God during the gospel age of salvation.

Some of the sacrifices were acts of praise, gratitude, and homage.
Others showed a person's submission to the Holy One of Israel, and
others were symbolic of gratitude and devotion to him and dependence
and confidence in him.

THE AGREEMENT WITH ANCIENT ISRAEL

The Burnt Offering

The burnt offering expressed one's individual surrender to God's will. 
It pictured the faithful Israelite giving a gift to  God. In the burnt offering
there is a method whereby one could come to present God with some-
thing that he desired and was pleased by. The burnt offering was not
given to atone for sin; it was strictly a means by which an individual
could express his love and devotion to God through an act of worship.
See Lev.1:3-7.

The Meal Offering

The meal offering was also a burnt offering. It was an offering that
was pleasing to God. It pictured the individual in perfect obedience to
God and it had basically the same meaning as the burnt offering. Again,
this offering had nothing to do with sin. It was a means by which a person 
could worship God by bringing something to him that he desired
—something valuable to the offerer—as an act of worship. See Lev.2:
1-6.

In the Burnt or Meal offering, there was an offering that was satisfy-
ing to God. This offering was consumed by his holy fire on his holy altar
and its smoke ascended to him as a pleasant smell. The burnt offerings
were symbolic of the perfect fulfillment of the law's requirements. God
found satisfaction in these offerings, and declared them to be very good.

The Peace Offering

The Peace  offering that was made by the general  population  of Israel 
was also called the Fellowship Offering and it was offered for the
following reasons:
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• It showed an individual's gratitude to God for his bounteous
blessings and mercies.                                                              

• It was symbolic of God, man, and the High Priest eating and
fellowshipping together as a family.

• It  pictured a family feast or a community feast  where friends  and
neighbors got together with God to have fellowship (Lev.3:1-17).

The  offerings  and sacrifices that were to be made on  the  New Moon
were considered fellowship offerings. These types of offerings were
partially consumed by fire as a sweet savor to God  and partially  eaten by 
the priesthood, which signified their eating at the table of God.

The eating of the fellowship offerings had great significance, both
literally and symbolically, because the priests were  literally partaking of
the Lord's food (i.e., partaking of the Lord's table). Remember that the
High Priest and the priesthood were  to be the bridge between God and
the nation of  Israel. When  the priesthood ate the sacred food offered to
God, by extension, the people were also eating at the table of God

The  Peace Offering was unique from the other offerings  in  that God, 
the priest, and the offerer, ate together. This was the only offering in
which  God, the priest, and  the offer had something in common; they
each partook of the offering.

In the Peace Offering, the offerer feasts with God. God, the priest-
hood, and offerer all found satisfaction in this offering, because of the
common food that was shared among them.  God also found satisfaction
in being honored by the one making  the offering, as well as in sharing
the offering with the priesthood and the one making the offering. This
offering also shows that God desires and enjoys fellowship with his
people.

Freewill Offerings

The Burnt, Meal, and Peace offerings were all freewill offerings;
they were not offerings of necessity, but they were brought to God
because an individual wanted to please God. These offerings were  a way 
of showing gratitude toward God.

The Sin Offering

The sin offering was made for sins that were done in ignorance. It
was given to show God that one recognized one's sinful condition and the 
inability to perfectly practice his law. It pictured asking God to purge
away all sins that were done in ignorance and to be made  pure and holy
before him  (Lev.4:1-35).

This was not an offering during which an individual came and
confessed his known sins, which was done in the trespass offering.
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The Trespass Offering

The  trespass  offering was to be  given when a person  was  conscious
of personal sin that was knowingly committed. It pictured one who was
truly sorry  for having  sinned and was willing to confess this violation of
the law of God and make restitution. If a person did this, God would set
the sin aside and cover it from his view:

"And he shall make amends for the harm that he has done in the holy 
thing, and shall add the fifth part thereto, and  give it to the priest:
and the priest shall make an atonement for  him with the ram of the
trespass offering, and it shall be forgiven him" (Lev.5:16 Para.).

ATONEMENT  PAST AND PRESENT

Under the agreement with ancient Israel, a person who violated God's
law knowingly or in ignorance became separated from God and the
benefits of a relationship with him were withheld. When the violator
offered the proper sacrifice to atone for the sin, their sin was set aside and 
their relationship with God was repaired.

Since  Jesus  Christ offered his life as the  final  and  supreme sacrifice
for the sins of humanity, there is no longer a need to make an animal
sacrifice in order to set sins aside. But, there is a need for the forgiveness
of sin when it is committed, because  sin is the violation of God's laws,
precepts, and principles according to the apostles John, Paul, and James:

"Whosoever commits sin transgresses also the law: for sin is the
transgression of the law" (1.Jn.3:4 KJV). 

"All unrighteousness is sin. . . " (1.Jn.5:17 Para.).

 "Do you have faith? Have it to yourself before God. Blessed is the
one not condemning himself in what he approves. But the one
doubting, if he eats, he has been condemned, because it is not of
faith—and all that is not of faith is sin" (Rom.14:22-23 Para.).

"Therefore, to anyone knowing to do good, and not doing it, it is sin
to him" (Jms.4:17 Para.). 

Sin is any deviation from God's laws, precepts, and principles, which
define how a person should live their life and worship God. It is this
deviation  from  the law of God for which a person must ask forgiveness.
According to the apostle Paul the penalty for the violation of God's law is 
death:

"For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life
through Jesus Christ our Lord" (Rom.6:23 KJV).

 When one of the Father's earthly children becomes aware of sin in
their life, they must stop sinning and ask for forgiveness in order to
continue to  maintain right-standing  with their heavenly Father and their
Savior. If a child of God refuses to stop sinning, the Father cannot
forgive the sin nor give the person the gift of salvation.
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Sacrifices During the Gospel Age

During the gospel age of salvation the people of God are  still required 
to give sacrifices of thanksgiving in order to please God; however, the
sacrifices are of a different nature from those given under the agreement
with ancient Israel:

"Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer
your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God, for this is
your reasonable service. Do not be conformed to the pattern of this
world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind,  in order to 
prove what is the good, pleasing and  perfect will of God" (Rom.12:
1-2 Para.).

Today, under the new agreement, the Father's earthly children must
be living sacrifices through being subject to the Father's law and way of
life. Thereby, they offer their life as a living sacrifice to him. The
offering of one's life in service to the Father is a thing that is most
pleasing to him, because it shows the  attitude of love for him and his way 
of life.

"Be imitators of God, as beloved children, and live a life of love,
even as Christ loved us, and gave himself a fragrant offering and
sacrifice to the Father. But among you there must not be even a  hint 
of sexual immorality, or any kind of impurity, or greed, because
these things are improper for the elect of God. Nor obscenity,
foolish talk or coarse joking which are out of place, but rather
thanksgiving"  (Eph.5:1-4 Para.).

Paul speaks of being an imitator of the Sovereign God's example  as a
father and Christ's example of sacrificial love in the context of being a
living sacrifice.

In his letter to the Philippians, Paul shows that sacrifice  goes beyond
one's attitude and behavior and into the giving of one's physical  sub-
stance to those of the elect who are in  need.  Paul also shows  that this is
acceptable to God and that there is a reward to be gained by such an
attitude and behavior.

"For even when I was in Thessalonica, you sent me aid again and
again when I was in need. Not that I am looking for a gift, but I am
looking  for what may be credited to your account. I have received
full  payment and even more; I am amply  supplied, now that I have
received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent.  They are  a  fragrant
offering, an acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to God" (Phil.4:16-18
NIV).

The writer to the Hebrews shows that, if one is to dedicate one's life to 
the Father, one must be willing to do the things that are necessary in
order to maintain a harmonious relationship with him. To maintain this
sort of relationship one must set one's heart and mind on living a life that
pleases him:
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"The high priest carries the blood of animals into the Most Holy
Place as a sin offering, but the bodies are burned  outside  the camp. 
And so Jesus also suffered outside the city gate to make the people
holy through his own blood. Let us, then, go to him outside the
camp, bearing the disgrace he bore. For here we do not have an
enduring city, but we are looking for the city that is to come.
Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice
of praise—the fruit of lips that confess  his name. And do not forget
to do good and to share with others,  for with such sacrifice God is
pleased" (Heb.13:11-16 NIV).  See also 2.Pet.1:1-12; 1.Jn.3:16-22. 

This is how we maintain a harmonious relationship with God the
Father  and his son Jesus Christ. It is through the sacrifice  of Jesus  Christ 
that we can be justified before the Father and are allowed to bring the
sacrifice of our life before him.

SUMMARY

There  is obviously much more that could be said about how to live in
harmony with God the Father and Christ;  nevertheless, the information
presented documents that  an ongoing  effort to please the Father  through 
obedience to his laws, precepts, and principles and through a sincere and
diligent effort to practice them will result in a harmonious relationship
between God the Father and the one chosen to be one of his children.

By B.L. Cocherell and V.O. Jones                                                                     b4w1       
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___  CHAPTER ___                                                                             
TWO

THE  BOOK  OF GENESIS AND GOD'S LAW

—————————————————————–

The Book of Genesis contains the record of humanity's beginning and 
the foundation and basis of all subsequent biblical revelation.

As  with all studies of the Bible, there is truth for those who search for
it. Likewise, a  thorough study of  chapters two and three of the Book of
Genesis reveals truth that has been hidden for centuries. Specifically, this 
chapter reveals what the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil
symbolized, why God forbid Adam and Eve to touch it or eat its fruit,
and why Satan was so intent on deceiving Adam and Eve into disobeying 
God's instructions.

Additionally, this chapter shows the following:

• The laws of God were made available to the first humans (includ-
ing the law that God gave to Moses).

• After Adam and Eve disobeyed  God, he provided a sacrificial
system to cover  their sins, which put them back in  right-standing
with him.

• God revealed that a Savior would come to remove the sins of
humanity. 

THE GARDEN EXPERIENCE

"And the Lord God planted a garden eastward in Eden; and there
he put the man whom he had formed. And out of the ground made
the Lord to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight, and good
for food;  the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree
of knowledge of good and evil" (Gen.2:8-9 KJV).

After finishing the creation process, the Lord God planted a garden 
for the benefit of Adam and Eve that must have been truly awesome in
beauty and design. Moreover, Genesis chapters two and three describe
this garden as a place with plenty of good food and  a  perfect climate. All 
of this was designed for Adam and Eve's maximum comfort and enjoy-
ment. In  the  middle of the garden there were two magnificent trees that
were the focal point and central theme of the entire garden. The fruit of
each of these trees held the destiny of humanity.

"And the Lord God took the man,  and put him in the garden  of Eden 
to dress it and to keep it. And the Lord God commanded the man
saying, Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat; But of the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil, you  shall not eat  of  it,  for in 
the day that you eat thereof you shall surely die" (Gen.2:15-17
KJV).
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Adam and Eve were forbidden to eat of the Tree of the Knowledge of
Good and Evil, but they could eat of the Tree of Life. What was God's
reason for forbidding them to eat the fruit of this tree and having the
knowledge it would impart?  

"Now the serpent [Satan] was more subtle than any beast of the
field  which the Lord God had made. And he said to the woman,  Is it
true that God has said, you shall not eat from any tree of the
garden?" (Gen.3:1 Para.).

Satan who is the master of deception questions Eve to see if she
understood what the  Creator had said regarding the trees in the garden:

"And the woman said to the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the
trees of the garden: But the fruit of the tree which is  in the midst of
the garden, God has said, You shall not eat of it, neither shall you
touch it, lest you die;" (Gen.3:2-3 KJV).  

Eve knew that God had not only forbidden them to eat fruit from this
particular tree but also he had forbidden them to touch it. It seems that the 
Creator had made it very clear to Adam and  Eve that this particular tree
was something very dangerous to their well-being; it was so dangerous
that to even touch it would bring the death penalty.

"And  the serpent said to the woman, You shall not surely die: For
God knows that in the day you eat thereof,  then your eyes shall  be
opened, and you shall be as gods, knowing  good  and evil"  (Gen.3:
4-5 KJV). 

Satan tells Eve a lie in order to deceive her into a false sense of
security; however, he tells her the absolute truth  about the understanding 
that would be gained from eating the fruit of this particular tree. This
truth with the suggestion from Satan  that  the Creator  was trying to keep
something from them that was  highly desirable was more than Eve could 
resist:

"And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that
it  was pleasant to look at, and a tree to be desired to make one wise,
she took some of its fruit, and ate it, and also gave some of its fruit to 
her husband who was with her, and he also ate it" (Gen.3:6 Para.).

The English word wise in verse 6 is translated from the Hebrew word
sakal, which means insight or comprehension.

Many people believe that, after Adam and Eve ate the forbidden  fruit, 
they gained wisdom along with knowledge; however, this was not so,
because wisdom is the ability to make the right choices. Obviously Eve
did not have prior wisdom or she would have never touched this
forbidden tree, and if she had gained wisdom from partaking of its fruit,
she would not have given it to her husband. Moreover, after Adam and
Eve ate the fruit, they still did not have wisdom; they only had knowl-
ledge.
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Adam  and Eve were wise in that they gained the knowledge of good
and  evil.  Whether they had the wisdom  to  follow  the instructions God
gave them after their disobedience until their death is not known. How-
ever, if they did follow God's way until their death, they would be
considered to have possessed true wisdom.    

When a  wise  person is confronted  with  a  decision about whether  or 
not to obey God, they will make their decision based on God's law.

Verse 6 shows Eve being overcome with the desire to have this
forbidden knowledge which she thought would allow her to know things
which she could not otherwise understand.

"And their eyes were opened, and they knew that they were naked;
and they sewed fig leaves together, and covered themselves. (Gen.3: 
7 Para.). 

WHY WERE THEY ASHAMED OF THEIR NAKEDNESS?

Why were Adam and Eve ashamed of being naked? They were man
and wife and there was nothing wrong with being naked in front of each
other. They were not ashamed of this nakedness before eating the fruit
from the forbidden tree (Gen.2:25). What caused them to be ashamed
after they had touched the tree and ate its fruit?

Apparently, the  immediate   result  of  their  disobedience  was instant 
knowledge; they understood what was right and what was wrong. Their
eyes were opened to know good and evil, just as the serpent had said.
And this knowledge showed them that they had become sinners and were 
naked before God.

The obvious implication of verse 7 is that the opening of Adam's and
Eve's eyes  was linked to their newfound  knowledge of  good  and evil.
Before they disobeyed God, they had no knowledge of good nor evil,
because one cannot recognize evil without having the knowledge of
good by which to measure evil. There is no short without tall, no black
without white, and no evil without good. Likewise, one cannot recognize 
good without the knowledge of evil by which to make a comparison.

Therefore, when Adam and Eve ate of the Tree of the Knowledge of
Good and Evil, their eyes were opened to know both good and evil.
Touching the tree and eating its fruit was an act of disobedience. As a
result of this act, their eyes were opened to know both good and evil.
They then understood and recognized that they were in a condition of
sin, which was in contrast to the condition of God who could not sin. 

This seems to be why Adam and Eve were ashamed of their naked-
ness in front of each other, and why they attempted to hide themselves
from God. They were ashamed  because they knew they had disobeyed
their Creator's instructions and he would know what they had done.
Moreover, they now knew they were condemned to die  as sinners under
the law, and that they stood naked both physically and spiritually before
God:
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"And they heard the voice of the Lord God walking in the garden in
the cool of the day; and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the
presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden"  (Gen.3:8
KJV).

Eating the fruit brought the realization that they had become evil;
they had disobeyed their Creator and realized they were completely
naked before him, so they hid themselves, knowing that what they had
done was evil. 

WHAT GIVES  HUMANS THE  KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND
EVIL? 

There is only  one idea in the entire Bible that symbolically mirrors
the description of the two trees which is given in Genesis  3:5-6. The Tree 
of Knowledge is not symbolic of Satan nor is it symbolic of sex,  as  some 
people believe. Moreover, the Bible does not teach that either Satan or
sex are the source of wisdom or the knowledge of good and evil.
Actually, this tree represents the law of God!

One of the simplest scriptural proofs that the Tree of the Knowledge
of Good and Evil represents God's law is Moses's explanation of what
God's law is and what it would  do (Deut.30:15-19). In this account,
Moses repeats the basic laws God had given, including the 10 command-
ments. When one studies the Book of Deuteronomy it becomes clear that
Moses gave his discourse in one day and that he repeats God's laws
which reveal what constitutes good and evil.

After eating the fruit from the forbidden tree, Adam and Eve knew
what was  good and what was evil. But what is good and what is evil?
According  to the Bible, to be good is to obey God's law, and to be evil is
to disobey his law. So the fruit must have opened their minds to under-
stand God's law, which includes the law the Creator gave to Moses to
give to national Israel. It is apparent that, after Adam and Eve ate the fruit 
from the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil, the law of God which
defines good and evil was revealed to them.

GOD'S LAW REVEALS THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND                                                    
EVIL

For centuries people have tried to understand and  define what is good 
behavior and what is evil behavior in accordance with their personal
philosophy, religious belief, or contemporary ethics. However, what
does the Bible say is good or evil and how to understand and define what
is good or evil?

After he had repeated the major points of the law of the covenant to
Israel  Moses said:

"See, I have set before you this day life and good, and death and
evil"  (Deut.30:15 KJV).
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Blessings for Obedience

"In  that I command you this day to love the Lord  your God, to walk
in  his ways, and to keep his commandments and his  statutes and his 
judgments, that you may live and multiply: and the Lord your God
shall bless you in the land where you go to possess it"  (Deut.30:16
KJV).

Curses for Disobedience

"But if your heart turn away, so that you will not hear, but shall be
drawn away, and worship other gods, and serve them; I denounce
to you this day, that you shall surely perish, and that you shall not
prolong your days on the land, where you passed over  Jordan  to go 
to possess it. I call heaven and  earth  to record this day against you, 
that I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing:
therefore choose life, that both you and your seed may live" (Deut.
30:17-19 KJV). 

Moses clearly told Israel that obedience to God's law would bring
them tremendous blessings (good) and that disobedience would bring
horrible curses and death (evil).

THE LAW DEFINES WHAT SIN IS

For centuries there has been much debate and confusion as to what
constitutes sin. The apostles Paul and John give a clear and concise
definition  of  what reveals the knowledge of sin and exactly what sin is.

"Now we know that the things the law says, it says to them that are
under the law: that every mouth may be silenced, and all the world
may become guilty before God. Therefore, no one can keep the law
and be justified in God's sight: for by the law is the knowledge of
sin"  (Rom.3:19-20 Para.).

"What then shall we say, Is the law sin? No, But I did not understand 
sin except through the law. For also I did not understand lust except 
the law says, You shall not lust"  (Rom.7:7 Para.).

"Whosoever commits sin transgresses also the law: for sin is the
transgression of the law"  (1.Jn.3:4 KJV).

"All unrighteousness is sin" (1.Jn.5:17 Para.).

Clearly, God's law  is the standard of good in the eyes of God and evil
is the result of opposition to his law. Sin is any deviation from God's
righteous laws, precepts, and principles that define how a person should
live their life and worship God.
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EATING THE WORD OF GOD

The physical act of eating of the fruit of the Tree of the Knowledge of
Good and Evil did not make Adam and Eve sinners; eating the fruit
revealed to them what sin was. This same process is applied as an
analogy in reference to eating the law and word of God as food.

"Your words were found,  and I did eat them; and your word was to
me the joy and rejoicing of my heart .  .  ."  (Jer.15:16 KJV Para.).

Before  Ezekiel  was  sent to preach to the rebellious  House  of Israel,
he was told to 'eat' God's Word, which was said to  be like  honey in his
mouth (Ezk.3:1-3).

The Book of Hebrews calls God's teachings 'meat': 

"But strong  meat [solid  food] belongs to them that are of full age,
even those who by reason of its use have their senses exercised to
discern both good and evil"  (Heb.5:14 KJV Para.).

Symbolically eating the teaching of God gives one the ability to
discern between good and evil (i.e., have the knowledge of good and
evil).

Pleasant to the Eyes

Not only is God's law good for food  but also it is pleasant  to the  eyes. 
It is God's wisdom that enlightens the eyes:

"Open  my eyes, that I may behold the wondrous things of  your law"
(Psa.119:18 Para.).

"The statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart: the com-
mandment of the Lord pure, enlightening the eyes" (Psa.19:8 Para.).

WHAT  WAS  THE  FRUIT OF THE  KNOWLEDGE  OF GOOD
AND EVIL?

The literal meaning of the Hebrew word periy which is translated into 
the English word fruit in Genesis 1:29  is fruit or that which is produced
to propagate its species. Although the tree and its fruit were actually in
the garden of Eden, the tree and fruit also have a symbolic meaning. 

The scriptures show that the tree and fruit are symbolic of the end
result of deeds, thoughts, or teachings:

"Therefore shall they eat of the fruit [result or end result] of their
own way, and be filled with their own devices"  (Pro.1:31 KJV). See
also Hos.10:13.

"The fruit [end result] of the righteous is a tree of life; and he that
wins souls is wise"  (Pro.11:30 KJV).

"Say to the righteous, that all shall be well with him: for they shall
eat the fruit [end result] of their doings" (Isa.3:10 Para.). 
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"A  man shall be satisfied with good by the fruit [end result] of his
mouth:  and the recompense of a man's hands shall be rendered to
him"  (Pro.12:14 KJV).

"Death and life are in the power of the tongue: and they that love it
shall eat the fruit [end result] thereof"  (Pro.18:21 KJV).

In the New Testament, the word fruit (Greek: karpos) is also symbolic 
of an end result:

"But the fruit [i.e., the end result] of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,  meekness, temperance. . 
."  (Gal.5:22-23 KJV).

Therefore, the symbolic meaning of fruit always refers to the end
result or the climax of some thought or effort.

Was wisdom the 'fruit' of eat ing of the tree of good and evil?

God's law is our source of all wisdom. Wisdom is, therefore, the fruit
or end result of obedience to God's law. Righteous wisdom is not derived
from knowledge, but it is the result of making the right decisions based
on the knowledge of God's truth. The apostle James wrote:

"If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that gives to all men
liberally, and upbraids not; and it shall be given him" (Jms.1:5
KJV).

Although God gives the knowledge of his truth and the ability to
know what to do with it (wisdom) to those who diligently pursue
knowledge and truth, he will not force a person to make a wise choice. 

Eve was not wise, she decided to eat the fruit of the tree which
contained the knowledge of good and evil.

After Moses led  Israel out of Egypt and presented  them with God's
law and his  statutes  and judgments, he tells them:

"Keep therefore  and  do  them; for this is your  wisdom and  your
understanding in the sight of  the nations, which shall  hear all these 
statutes, and say, Surely this great nation is a wise and under-
standing people" (Deut.4:6 KJV).

Solomon, one of the wisest men who ever lived, showed the  connec-
tion between God's law  and true wisdom: "My son, if  you will receive my 
words, and hide my commandments with you; So that you incline your
ear to wisdom, and apply your heart to understanding" (Pro.2:1-2 KJV).
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Wisdom

Biblically speaking, wisdom generally implies an ability to conform
to the law of  God: The choice to do good instead of evil. To have such
wisdom requires a knowledge of God's law. Wisdom is having knowl-
edge, understanding, and the discernment to make a right choice in a
given circumstance. The fruit eaten by Adam and Eve contained the
knowledge (wisdom) of God's law outside of the sacrificial law, which
came after God discovered that they had eaten the forbidden fruit.

DID THE TREE CAUSE DEATH?

Adam and Eve were forbidden to eat of the tree under penalty of
death. But why? Was there death in the tree itself or was death in its fruit? 
No. The tree did not cause their death; their death was the end result of
what they had learned by eating the fruit.  By eating the fruit, two things
happened that would cause them to die:

1. They  became  responsible to be wise (make righteous decisions) and
keep and apply the law perfectly. 

2. They were found in violation of that law, because the law demands
perfect obedience to God.

In eating the fruit, Adam and Eve violated the law and, at the same
time, they became responsible to keep it. There was absolutely nothing
inherently evil in either the  tree or its fruit. However, they were guilty of
stealing something which did not belong to them; therefore,  there was no 
possible way that they could avoid the death sentence for their trans-
gression: "The wages of sin is death.  .  ." (Rom.6:23).

Adam and Eve were commanded to abstain from eating of  the Tree of 
the Knowledge of Good and Evil. Once they had disobeyed, they and
their descendants were responsible to conform to the knowledge which
they gained by eating  the fruit of the tree and follow the standard of good 
or be put to death. Adam and Eve were made responsible to the law in the
same way that the nation of Israel was many years later at Mount Sinai
where the people vowed: "All that the Lord has spoken, we will do. .  ." 
(Ex.19:8).

Therefore,  the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil represented
the law of God, and  the act of eating its fruit placed Adam, Eve, and their 
descendants under an obligation to comply with the law. If they perfectly 
obeyed the law, God would bless and save them, because the law
demands perfection and it promises blessings and life only to those who
keep its precepts perfectly.  

THE STANDARD FOR  SINLESS  PERFECTION 

Because God's law is the standard for sinless perfection and right-
eousness,  the law itself  is unable to make anyone innocent before God:

"By  the deeds  of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: 
for by the law is the knowledge of sin"  (Rom.3:20 KJV).
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The perfect justice of the law demands the  death of all  law-breakers.
Because no human has ever remained sinless, except Christ, the law
cannot proclaim any other person to be innocent and worthy of life.

The law was not given to be the basis for salvation. It was given to
convict the world of sin and pass the sentence of death on all sinners. Its
righteous standard was placed far above our reach, so  that we would not
be able to attain eternal life by our own works,  but that we would instead
receive life by the  grace and mercy of God. See Gal.3:22.

 The Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil in  the Garden of Eden
passed the sentence of death on humanity,  but Christ took  that sentence
on himself and nailed it to the tree on which he was crucified.

THE TREE OF LIFE

"And the Lord God said,  Behold,  the man is become as one of us, to
know good and evil: and now, lest he put forth his hand, and take
also  of  the tree of life, and eat, and  live for ever" (Gen.3:22 KJV).

Remember, both trees were in the garden and Adam and Eve had been 
given permission to eat fruit from the Tree of Life. But this permission
was denied after they ate of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil. 

Before eating from the forbidden tree, Adam and Eve could have
eaten of the Tree of Life and lived forever. However, when they dis-
obeyed God, they and  their descendants lost access to the Tree of Life:

"Therefore, the Lord God sent Adam from the Garden of Eden, to
till the ground from where he was taken" (Gen.3:23 Para.).

CHRIST—THE TREE OF LIFE

The Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil is symbolic of  the perfect
law of God, and eating from it brought the sentence of a final and  eternal
death on all humanity. However, the Tree of Life which was also in the
garden held the remedy for the death sentence. It is clear from the Bible
that both forgiveness for sin and eternal life are free gifts from God;
therefore, it can be assumed that the Tree of Life  symbolizes God's grace 
through the perfect sacrifice of Jesus Christ.

THE CANCELLATION OF THE DEATH PENALTY

In the Book of Romans, Paul  speaks  of  two  laws that are at constant
war within the Christian: Obedience to God's law and obedience to the
law of sin (transgression of God's law).

"For I delight in the law of God after the inward man: But I see
another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind,
and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my
members. O wretched man that I am! who can deliver me from the
body of death? I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then
with the mind I myself serve the law of God; but with the flesh the
law of sin"  (Rom.7:22-25 KJV Para.).

29

 



Paul goes on to explain that to walk in the spirit is to be in obedience
to God's law, and to walk after the flesh is to be in disobedience to God's
law. Paul explains that Jesus did not come to free us from the obligation
to obey God's law, but to free us from the penalty of disobedience, which
is death.

"For  the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus [obedience to God's
law] has made me free from the law of sin [violation of the law] and
death. For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through
the flesh [life as a human], God sending his own Son in  the likeness
of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: That the
righteousness of the law might be fulfilled  in us, who walk not after
the flesh, but after the Spirit" (Rom.8:2-4 KJV).

"For  to  be carnally minded  is death; but to be spiritually minded is 
life and peace.  Because the carnal mind is enmity against  God:  for 
it is not subject to the law of  God, neither can it be. So then they that 
are in the  flesh cannot please God" (Rom.8:6-8 KJV).

The grace Christ brought to humanity did not cancel God's law;
instead, the law's death sentence was carried out against Christ—our
substitute.

The Tree of Life (grace through Christ) and the Tree of Knowl-
edge (the law) were both in the garden. The law provided the righteous
standard, and grace through Jesus Christ provided the means by which
one could be redeemed from the curse of the law, which is death. 

The sons of the Father's new creation live in obedience to the law of
God, because the law is written in their hearts and minds:

"This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days,
says the Lord, I will put my laws into their hearts, and in their minds 
will I write them; And their sins and lawlessness will I remember no
more" (Heb.10:16-17 KJV).

THE COVERING SACRIFICE

"For Adam and his wife the Lord God made coats of skins, and
clothed them" (Gen.3:21 Para.).

God clothed Adam and Eve with animal skins in order to initiate the
sacrificial system: "Without  the shedding  of blood there is no pardon"
(Heb.9:22 Para.).  

God's law provided for an animal life to be given as a temporary sub-
stitute for the life of the violator of the law. God clothed Adam and Eve
with  skins, which signified atonement for sin. Their nakedness (sin) was
covered by the sacrificial blood (life) of an animal. The sacrificial animal 
foreshadowed the eventual sacrifice of Christ who would take our sin
(our nakedness) on himself. Christ's sacrifice is not a temporary covering 
for sin like the sacrifice of animals were; Christ has redeemed humanity
from sin and his sacrifice removes sin altogether:
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"Behold  the  Lamb of God, which takes away the sin of the world"
(Jn.1:29 KJV).

Adam and Eve's nakedness had nothing to do  with  sexual sin as some 
people believe; it was symbolic of the state of being guilty of sin.

NO LAW, NO SIN!

"Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by
sin;  and  so  death passed on all men,  so that  all  have sinned: For
until the law sin was in the world: but sin is not imputed  when there
is no law. Nevertheless death  reigned  from Adam to Moses, even
over them that had not sinned  after the similitude of Adam's trans-
gression,. . ."  (Rom.5:12-14 KJV).

Two facts are stated by the apostle Paul. First, through Adam's act of
disobedience, the law of God, which brought the death penalty on all of
humanity, was revealed to humanity. Second, before Adam's disobed-
ience, humanity had no understanding of the law; therefore, there could
be no violation of law or a penalty for breaking it. With these two facts in
mind, it should be obvious that the eating of the forbidden fruit trans-
ferred the understanding of the law of God and the penalty for its
violation to Adam and Eve.

Because of the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, we can now stand before
God clothed  in righteousness. 

THE PROMISE OF A SAVIOR

After God provided Adam and Eve with the sacrifice of an animal
that covered their sins  and placed them  back in right-standing with him,
he promised that someday a savior would come and allow himself to die
for them and remove their sins, and through this savior they could have
eternal life. In order for Adam and Eve and their descendants to have the
promise of forgiveness of sin and eternal life fulfilled, all they had to do
was diligently practice the system of worship the Creator God had shown 
to them.

The Promised Seed 

After  God had questioned Adam and Eve about what they had done,
God made the prophetic promise of a savior and the conflict between
Satan's and Eve's seed:

"And I will put enmity between you [Satan] and the woman, and
between your seed [Satan's seed] and her seed; it [the woman's
seed] shall bruise your head, and you [Satan] shall bruise his
[Christ]  heel" (Gen.3:15 Para.).
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The English word seed is a translation of a Hebrew word that is a
collective noun which can be taken either in the singular or the plural
sense. Studying the context in which  the word seed is used is the only
way to know if its usage  is  singular  or plural.  In  Genesis  3:15 the word
seed is obviously to be taken as both singular and masculine, because its
modifying pronouns are he and his.

Contrast  the  context of this verse with  Genesis 17:7, which uses the
word seed in the plural: "And I will establish my covenant between me
and you [Abraham] and your seed after you in  their generations for an
everlasting covenant, to be a God to you, and to your seed after you."

Here, God speaks of Abraham's seed and their generations (plural),
this is definitely not the case with Genesis 3:15, which  defines the seed
of the woman in the singular (he and his) and the seed of the serpent as
plural. Who was prophesied to bruise the head of the serpent? "And the
God of peace shall bruise Satan under your feet shortly. . ." (Rom.
16:20).

Although God the Father and Jesus Christ are both referred to as Gods 
of peace, it is Jesus  Christ—the seed of the woman—who is referred to
by Paul. Women do not have seed, which is something that only men
have. Therefore, this prophecy  could only be fulfilled in Christ who  was 
not fathered by a descendant of Adam but was born of a virgin after being 
impregnated with the Creator God (devoid of his divinity and immor-
tality) through the power of God the Father's holy spirit. Therefore,
Christ alone fulfills the qualification included in the phrase "seed of  the
woman." Moreover, Satan will be bruised under the feet of Christ's
brothers and sisters because they are a part of his body—the church
(Rom.12:4-5; 1.Cor.12:12-27).

The following are four important things to keep in mind when
studying the Genesis record about the first humans and God's law:

Important Understanding

• The Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil and the Tree of Life
in the Garden of Eden are symbolic of God's law and grace.

• After their disobedience, Adam and Eve understood the Ten
Commandments and God's other laws which were to govern their
attitude and behavior.

• God provided Adam and Eve with a sacrificial system of worship, 
which if practiced, would place them back  in right-standing with
him.

• God  promised to provide a savior, through whom Adam and Eve
and their descendants could have their sins forgiven and obtain
eternal life.
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THE THREE CATEGORIES  OF PEOPLE

People who are called to salvation fall into three distinct categories:
Those who are called, but there is  uncertainly  as to whether or not they
will obtain salvation, those who are called, but reject God and his
worship system, and those who are called and accept God and his
worship system. A close examination of  Genesis, chapter 3, will reveal
all three of these categories of people in the examples of Adam and Eve,
Abel, and Cain.

ADAM AND EVE

Many professing Christian churches teach that the reward of the
saved will be a state similar to the state Adam and Eve were in before
they disobeyed God by eating of the fruit of the Tree of the Knowledge
of Good and Evil. This belief states that Adam and Eve were created as
immortal beings, and if they had not sinned, they would have lived
forever in the same state in which they were created. In order to
determine if this popular belief is true or not, it is important to look at
what Adam and Eve's physical and spiritual condition was before they
sinned. 

Before Disobedience                        

"And the Lord God took the man, and put him into the garden of
Eden to dress it and keep it. And the Lord God commanded the man, 
saying,  Of every tree of the garden  you may eat: But of the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil, you shall not eat of  it: for in the day 
that you eat thereof you shall surely  die"  (Gen.2:15-17 KJV).

"And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that
it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one
wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also to her
husband with her;  and he did eat. And the eyes of them both were
opened, and they knew that they were naked; and  they sewed fig
leaves together, and made themselves aprons"  (Gen.3:6-7 KJV).

These scriptures show that Adam and Eve were created without the
knowledge of what was good and what was evil, and that they were
without wisdom. Moreover, after they ate of the tree, they became like
God in that they knew the difference between good and evil.

After their disobedience, Adam and Eve knew that they stood naked
before God as sinners, which is why they tried to hide themselves from
him. They knew that they had become cut off from him because of their
disobedience to him. Moreover, they knew they were under the law and
that any violation of the law would result in the death of the violator.
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ADAM AND EVE CALLED TO SALVATION

We do not know whether Adam and Eve will receive salvation,
because it is not revealed in the Bible; however, we do know that they
had their opportunity for salvation. The choice was theirs to make. If
they continued to worship God through the sacrificial system and
practiced his law to the best of their ability, they will be in the first
resurrection along with  their  son Abel (Gen.4:4).

THE CALL TO SALVATION

The call of Adam and Eve to salvation, can be seen as an example of
the process the Father uses to call people to salvation.

• Before the call to salvation, a person is without true knowledge of
good or evil (God's law).

• Before the call to salvation, a person's standards of moral and
spiritual behavior are different from God's.

• Before the call to salvation a person is without the wisdom of
God.

This is  the condition that all  individuals are in before the Father calls
them to salvation and reveals his truth to them. This condition is very
similar to that of Adam and Eve before they ate the forbidden fruit.

Upon calling a person to salvation, the Father reveals enough of his
law to them in order to show them that they are in violation of  it and need 
to change from disobedience  to  obedience. Thereby, each person who is 
called stands naked before God, because they know they are a sinner:

"Well then, am I suggesting that these laws of God are evil? Of
course not! No, the law is not sinful but it was the law that showed
me my sin. I would never have known the sin in my heart— the evil
desires that are hidden there—if the law had not  said "You must not 
have evil desires in your heart."  But sin used this law against  evil
desire by reminding me that such desires are wrong and arousing
all kinds of forbidden desires within  me! Only  if  there were no laws 
to break would there be no  sinning. That is why I felt fine so long as
I did not understand what the law really demanded. But when I
learned the truth, I realized that I had broken the law and was a
sinner,  doomed to die. So as  far as I was concerned, the good law
which was supposed  to show  me the way to life resulted instead in
my being  given the death penalty. Sin fooled me by taking the good
laws of God and using them to make me guilty of death.  But still,
you see,  the law  itself  was wholly right and good.  But how  can
that  be?  Didn't the law cause my doom? How then can it be good?
No, it was sin,  devilish stuff that it is, that used what was good [the
law]  to bring about my condemnation. So you can see how cunning
and deadly and damnable it [sin] is. For it [sin] uses God's good 
law for its own evil purposes. The law is good, then,  and the trouble
is not there but with me, because I am sold into slavery with Sin as
my owner"  (Rom.7:7-14 LBP).
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Each individual is right in his own eyes before the Father's call. But
after this call, the Father uses the law to show what sin is. Then, the
person who is called comes to the realization that they are a sinner and
will die forever unless God forgives them for violating his law.

ABEL, THE RIGHTEOUS

From the very beginning, the message to mankind was to love one
another. Cain rebelled against this message, but Abel  did  not. Because
Abel was willing to follow God's instructions concerning how he wanted 
to be worshiped, Abel was called  righteous:

"And Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain was a tiller of the
ground. And in the process of time it came to pass, that Cain
brought of the fruit of the ground an offering to the Lord. And  Abel,
he also brought of the firstlings of his flock and by the fat thereof.
And  the Lord had respect to Able and to his offering" (Gen.4:2-4
KJV).

Abel's offering was symbolic of Christ, the Lamb of God, is con-
sistent with the sacrificial system recorded elsewhere in the Bible:

"By  faith Abel offered to God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain,
by which he obtained witness that he was  righteous, God testifying
of his gifts: and by it being dead yet he speaks"  (Heb.11:4 KJV). 

Abel is the first person mentioned in the Bible to receive salvation
and is a type of many who would follow his example and be saved.

How Did Abel Receive Salvation?

"For this is the message that you have heard from the beginning,
that we should love one another. Not as Cain, who was of that
wicked one, and killed his brother. And why did he kill him?
Because his own works were evil, and his brother's righteous"
(1.Jn.3:11-12 KJV Para.).

We can conclude from what John records about Able that he lived a
righteous life according to God's standards and is an example of all who
are called of God and remain faithful to the end of their life. 

CAIN, THE WICKED 

Cain seems to be the first incorrigibly wicked person  sentenced to the 
Lake of Fire which is the second and final death. Although Cain
acknowledged  God as the source of all  good, he rejected God's worship
system:

"Cain was a tiller of the ground. And in the process of time it came
to pass, that Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an offering to
the Lord. And  Abel,  he also brought of the firstlings of his flock and 
by the fat thereof. And the Lord had respect to Able and  to  his offer- 
ing: But to Cain and to his offering he had not respect. . ." (Gen.4:
2-5 KJV).
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Notice that Cain brought a bloodless offering of the fruit of the
ground in contrast to Abel's sacrifice of a lamb from his flock of sheep.
Abel's offering addresses a major truth of God's law that proclaims,
"without the shedding of blood there is no remission of sin"  (Heb.9:22 ).

In conformity to God's system of worship, Able brought a blood
offering;  therefore, he acknowledged that he was a sinner and in need of
forgiveness. Cain's offering shows rebellion against God's system of
worship and the beginning of all false religious systems that attempt to
worship God through their own methods, which are in opposition to
God's methods.

After Cain made his offering, and understood that God had not
accepted it, he became angry at God; therefore, the Creator said to him:
"If you do well,  shall you not be accepted?  and if you do not do well,  sin
[a sin offering] lies at the door. And to you shall be his desire, and you
shall rule over him" (Gen.4:7 Para.).

The English word sin in Genesis 4:7 is translated from a Hebrew
word which means sin and sin offering; therefore, the use of the word
emphasizes the complete identification of the believer's sin with his sin
offering. In this scripture, both meanings are brought together: "sin lies
at the door" and "a sin offering  crouches at  the door." Cain's bloodless
offering was a denial of his guilt and a rejection of God's method of
atonement for sin. The Creator appeals to Cain to bring the required
offering (Gen 4:7) by saying  "If you do well [make the correct offering],
shall you not be accepted?. . . and you shall rule over him [sin]"
(Gen.4:7).

The Living Bible Paraphrased translates this account as follows:

"And Abel brought the fatty cuts of meat from his best lambs, and
presented them to the  Lord.  And the  Lord  accepted  Abel's offering 
[because Abel's offering represented Christ], but not Cain's. This
made Cain both dejected and very angry, and his face grew dark
with fury [Cain was angry at God]. "Why are  you angry?" the  Lord 
asked him "Why is your face so  dark  with rage?" (vs.4-6).

God tells Cain that if he would repent and bring the proper sacrifice as 
Able had done, he could be very happy.

"It can be bright with joy if you will do what you should! But  if  you
refuse to obey  [God's  previous  instructions concerning the proper
offering]. Watch out [Here is a  warning from God]. Sin  is waiting
to attack you, longing to destroy you [Sin will eventually destroy
you if you do not bring the  proper offering  and have it forgiven and
covered.]. But you can conquer it''  (v7).
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God gave Cain an opportunity to repent and follow the right system
of worship through which he could  have his sin atoned for and hidden
from his Creator's sight.  Cain  could have conquered sin through having
a proper attitude and bringing the proper sacrifice.  But, Cain  refused to
do what he knew the Creator wanted him to do, which makes Cain the
first example of an incorrigibly wicked person. Therefore, Cain is an
example of all who are called by God and reject that calling. Cain refused 
to worship God in the manner in which God wanted to be worshiped.
Cain decided to worship God in his own way, which was the wrong way;
therefore, Cain will die the second death in the Lake of  Fire.

THE SACRIFICE OF CHRIST

The Father  reveals the perfect sacrifice of Jesus Christ to each person
he calls to salvation and shows that, through his sacrificial blood, a
person's sins are forgiven and removed forever. After Jesus Christ's
sacrificial blood is applied to a person, that person is clothed in right-
eousness and placed in right-standing with the Father.

A person can remain in harmony with the Father forever through
Christ's sacrificial blood and his position as our High Priest. The decision 
to remain righteous belongs only to the one who has been made right-
eous. A person can either use the tools that God gives through his holy
spirit and  have eternal life, or reject God's way that leads to eternal life
and choose the way that leads to eternal death. This is exactly the same
decision  Adam, Eve, Abel, and Cain had to make.

WHAT IS SALVATION? 

It is very clear that Adam and Eve were offered salvation. Moreover,
the Bible records many individuals who have been offered salvation
since that time,  and  it is God's plan to offer salvation to all of  humanity.
But, exactly what is salvation?

Although there are many scriptures that tell us that salvation is the
saving of one from the penalty of eternal death, which comes as a result
of breaking the law of God, the crowning achievement and end result of
God's plan for the salvation of humanity is expressed by the apostle John:

"But as many as received him, to them  gave he power to become the
children of God, even to them that believe on his name" (Jn.1:12
KJV).

If a person will avail themselves of the opportunity the Father offers
through the sacrificial blood of his son and diligently practice God's
worship system, that person is promised to be saved from eternal death
and have eternal life in the Family and Kingdom of God.
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JESUS CHRIST, THE FIRST TO RECEIVE SALVATION 

Christ The God

"Your attitude should be the kind that was shown by Jesus Christ,
who, though he was God,  did not demand and cling to his rights as
God but laid aside his mighty power and glory, taking the disguise
of a slave and becoming like a man. And he humbled himself even
further, going so far as actually to die a criminal's death on the
cross"  (Phil.2:5-8  LBP). 

Jesus Christ who was the Creator God gave up his position in  the God 
family to become a man for the purpose of dying for all who would
accept his sacrifice in their stead.

Christ Today

Before his death, Jesus asked his heavenly Father to return him to the
position and glory that he had before he came to earth as a human:

"And now, O Father, glorify you me with your own self with the
glory which I had with you before the world was"  (Jn.17:5 KJV).

After his death and resurrection, Jesus Christ returned to his Father's
spirit-realm, and he now sits on a throne at his Father's right hand and has 
the same glory and power that he once had as the Creator God:

"And declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the
spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead" (Rom.1:4
KJV).

God and High Priest

Jesus Christ is now the High Priest who sits at the right hand of God
the Father in heaven. And because of his sacrifice and the new agree-
ment, there is now a new life-giving way to gain access into the very
presence of God the Father.

"Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by
the blood of Jesus, By a new and living way, which he has con-
secrated for us, through the vail, that is to say, his flesh; And having
an high priest over the house of God"  (Heb.10:19-21 KJV).

"But now has he obtained a more excellent ministry, by how much
also he is the mediator of a better agreement, which was established 
on better promises" (Heb.8:6 KJV). 

Jesus Christ now holds the position as our high priest, which is vital to 
our salvation. It is because he lives, that he is able to be our high priest
and intercede on our behalf before the Father:
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"Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the
heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession. For
we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling
of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet
without sin"  (Heb.4:14-15 KJV). See also Heb.2:14-18; 9:7-28.

CHRIST'S SACRIFICE IS RETROACTIVE

The scriptures plainly show that Able will be in the first  resurrection,
which is possible because Christ's sacrifice is retroactive and reaches
back to the beginning of humanity  to forgive Abel's sins.

"Therefore  by  the  deeds of the law there shall  no  flesh  be justified 
in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin" (Rom.3:20 KJV).

Paul  says that no one can be  justified  by the performance of the law.
He also says that it is through the law that we learn what sin is:

"But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested,
being witnessed by the law and the prophets" (Rom.3:21 KJV).

Now there is a way to be declared righteous and maintain a harmoni-
ous relationship with God that does not require the perfect keeping of the
law.

"Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ to
all and  on  all them that believe: for  there is no difference: For all
have sinned, and come short of the Glory of God; Being justified
freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus"
(Rom.3:22-24 KJV).

Because the  way  of  justification under the law failed for all but Jesus 
Christ, justification now comes through true belief in the sacrificial
blood of Jesus Christ. Because all humans except Christ have missed the
mark of perfection set forth in God's law, the price to deliver humanity
from the death penalty and to justify them before the Father was the
righteous life of Jesus Christ who died for our sins.  

"Whom  God has set forth to be a propitiation [offered for reconcili- 
ation] through  faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for
the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God"
(Rom.3:25 KJV). 

The prophetic symbolism of the sacrifices for sin was fulfilled in the
life and death of Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ completely satisfied the
demands of the law through his life and death. In anticipation of the
sacrifice of Christ, God the Father declared everyone who diligently
practiced his sacrificial system from the time of Adam until his Sons
sacrifice righteous individuals. Moreover, those who now accept the
sacrifice of Jesus Christ and diligently practice God's ways are declared
righteous as well.
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Because of Abel's faith in the system of worship that God had
provided for  him  to follow (i.e.,the sacrificial system, which  pictured
the  ultimate sacrifice of  Christ), he  is  an example of all those who are
called by God the Father throughout the ages and remain faithful and
willing to follow his way of worship. These are the ones who will
participate in the first resurrection.

SUMMARY                                                                                         

• Adam and Eve disobeyed the Creator and ate the forbidden fruit;
thereby, they set in motion an irreversible chain of events that will 
culminate in the salvation of some people who will be rewarded
with eternal life and the eternal punishment of others.

• The fruit of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil contain-
ed the law of God, which included the commandments, statutes,
and judgments.                                                       

• God established the sacrificial system in order for Adam, Eve, and 
their descendants to be placed back into right-standing with God.

• God  promised Adam and Eve that a savior would someday come
to forgive the sins of humanity and remove its penalty.                    

• Cain and Able are examples of  the two categories of people who
are called to salvation: people who are incorrigibly wicked who
refuse to do what God expects of them and people who do what
God expects of them and seek to please him.

By B.L. Cocherell and V. O. Jones                                                                     b4w2
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___ CHAPTER ___                                                                             
THREE

THE LAW OF MOSES

—————————————————————

It is commonly believed that the law described in the Bible as the Law 
of  Moses consists of the Ten Commandments and the sacrificial system,
and that these laws were canceled when Jesus Christ was crucified.

  Is there a scripture in the Books of the Law, which validate the belief
that  Moses gave the Israelites  his law? No! No such record  exists in the
Books of the Law or in the rest of the biblical record. However, there are
many scriptures, which show the Creator God telling Moses to inform
the Israelites of laws that he expected them to obey and practice.
Therefore,  the law that Moses revealed to the Israelites is actually God's 
law.

In this chapter you will find proof that God gave his laws as a com-
plete set of interdependent and interrelated laws, and that what is spoken
of in the biblical record as the Law of Moses is in reality God's Law.

Deuteronomy 4:1-8

"Now pay attention, Israel, to the statutes and judgments, that I
teach you, do them, that you  may live and possess the land  that the
Lord God of your ancestors gives you. You shall not add to the
words that I command you, neither shall you take from it, you shall
keep the commandments of the Lord your God that I command you.
Behold, I have taught you statutes and judgments, even as the Lord
my God commanded me, that you should do so in the land that  you
go to possess it. Keep them and do them; for this is your wisdom and 
your understanding in the sight of the nations, that shall hear all
these statutes and say, Surely  this  great nation  is a wise and under- 
standing people. For what nation  is there so great, who has  God so 
near to them, as the Lord our God is in all things that we call on him
for?" (vs.1-7 Para.).

"And  what nation is there so great, that has statutes and  judgments
so righteous as all this law, which I set before you this day" (v.8
KJV).

When Moses  recited God's words to the nation of  Israel, he showed
them the will of God concerning how they were to live their lives
individually and as a nation. Moreover, the statutes and judgments that
many people today believe were done away with are called righteous by
Moses.
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DID GOD MISJUDGE THE ISRAELITES?

Many believe that God misjudged the character of the Israelites so
badly that, after he gave them the Ten Commandments, he had to add
the sacrifices nine months later  because of the  people's sins. But, is this
true?  

We know that God had over two thousand years to deal with human-
ity before he presented the Ten Commandments to Israel at  mount Sinai.
By this time, God had already discovered how wicked humanity is
capable of being. After all, at the end of nearly two thousand years of
human history, he could only find one righteous man—Noah.

The Father knew "from the foundation of  the  world" (Rev.5:6-12;
13:8) that the Creator God  would have to offer his life for the salvation
of humanity, Therefore it makes sense that he would have designed the
sacrificial system to point to the coming of the Messiah to redeem
humanity.                                      

FROM THE BEGINNING

The first chapter of the Book of Genesis shows that one reason  God
created and arranged the stars and planets the way he did was to give
humanity a means to calculate when  to  observe his sacred festivals and
observances:

"Then  God commanded, Let lights appear in the sky to separate the
day from night and show the time when days, years, and religious
festivals begin. . ." (Gen.1:14 GNB).

This record clearly shows that, from the time of his creation of hu-
manity, God intended to have them observe his sacred festivals, observ-
ances, and convocations. Remember that the Bible was written for our
admonition and  instruction in God's way of life. If God had  not intended 
for humanity to observe these special days, why would he have inspired
this to be recorded in the Book of Genesis?  

ADAM AND THE LAW

Adam and his family understood God's law, which included the
sacrificial system:

"In process of time it came to pass, that Cain brought an offering  of
the fruit of the ground to the Lord. And  Abel also brought of the
firstborn of his flock and of the fat thereof. And the Lord had respect 
to Abel and to his offering: But  for Cain and to his offering he had
no respect. And Cain was very  angry, and his countenance fell. And 
the Lord said to Cain, Why are you angry and why is your counten-
ance fallen? If you had done well, shall you not be accepted? and if
you do not well, sin lies at the door"  (Gen.4:3-7 Para.).
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God did not accept Cain's sacrifice, because only a blood sacrifice
could be offered as a sin offering. Cain was disobeying God by not
offering the correct offering. Abel offered one of his animals and  God
accepted it, because it was the correct  offering. See Gen.4:7;  Lev.chp.4.

The writer to the Hebrews also confirms the Genesis record:

"By faith Abel offered to God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain,
by which he obtained witness that he was  righteous, God testifying
of  his gifts: and by it he being dead yet speaks" (Heb.11:4 KJV).   

In the first four chapters of the Bible, there is a very clear record
showing that God intended his festivals and sacred observances to be
practiced. The  inspired record also shows that the breaking of God's law
constitutes sin (1.Jn.3:4). Moreover, this record shows God's sacrificial
system being practiced.

NOAH AND THE LAW 

The apostle Peter tells us that Noah was a preacher of righteousness
(2.Pet.2:5). In Genesis 6:9, Noah is said to be a righteous person before
God. Noah could not have been righteous before God if he had not
understood what God expected of him or what constituted righteousness. 
For the  inspired record to show that Noah was righteous, it would  have
been necessary for him to understand and obey God's laws, which define
righteousness. See Psa.119:138,172; Rom.7:12.

In the account of the great flood, God gave Noah instructions regard-
ing clean and unclean animals:

"Of every clean beast you shall take to you  by sevens, the  male and
his female: and of beasts that are not clean by two, the male and his
female"  (Gen.7:2 Para.).

Clean beasts could be eaten by Noah and his family as dictated by
God's dietary laws regarding what is fit and what is unfit for human
consumption. See Lev.chp.11.  

Clean beasts were also the only ones that could be offered  in sacrifice 
to  God, which is why more clean beasts than unclean ones were needed.
See Lev.chps.1-9. 

The biblical record shows that one of the first things Noah did after
leaving the ark was build  an altar and offer a sacrifice to God (Gen.8:20). 
Notice that God was very pleased with these sacrifices and blessed Noah
for his obedience (Gen.8:21; 9:1-2).

Noah must have been sacrificing before the flood, because he knew
which animal to sacrifice and how to sacrifice it. Adam's family under-
stood God's law and Noah was righteous; therefore, it should be apparent 
that God's law was in effect and understood very early in human history.
It is very possible that God's law was transmitted to Noah by Adam
himself, because Adam was still alive fifty-eight years before the flood.
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ABRAHAM AND THE LAW 

Abraham is called a righteous man by the apostle James (Jms.2:
21-24), but what did Abraham do to merit this recognition by James?

In Genesis 17:1, God commanded Abraham to be perfect (upright)
before him. For one to be perfect (upright) before God, one must  obey
his laws.

Abraham's test of obedience to God in Genesis 22 shows that he
understood and practiced the sacrificial system of God. Otherwise,  what
God had asked him to do would not have made any sense. Abraham's  son 
Isaac  also understood this, which is indicated by his question in verse 7:
"Where is the lamb for a burnt offering?" God  did  not allow Isaac to be
sacrificed; instead, he provided a clean animal for the sacrifice.

It is evident that Abraham understood and kept all of God's laws. In
fact, God promised to bless all nations because of his obedience:

"And in your seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed;
because you [Abraham] obeyed my voice"  (Gen.22:18 Para.).          

There are so many biblical references to people keeping God's law
before the time when it was given to the Israelites that there can be no
doubt that God's law existed before he revealed it through Moses to the
Israelites who had forgotten most of it during their time of captivity in
Egypt.

THE LAW GIVEN AS A WHOLE

Some people believe that the law Moses gave at Mont Sinai, was his
law and they use the following scripture to substantiate this belief:

"Only if they will observe to do according to all that I have com-
manded  them, and according to all the law that my servant Moses
commanded them" (2.Kgs.21:8 Para.).

In this record about the giving of  the law, God is the  authority behind 
the law that Moses commanded the people to keep. A careful study of the 
scriptures reveal that Moses was only acting as God's representative
through whom his laws were made known to the Israelites and that all of
these laws were backed up by God's authority. See Lev.11:1-2; 16:1-2;
23:1-2.

ISRAEL GIVEN THE LAW AT MOUNT SINAI

The account of God transmitting his law to the Israelites begins in
Exodus 20:1. The Israelites were camped at the base of Mount Sinai
where God spoke to them out of the cloud and fire and gave them the  Ten 
Commandments; however, the people were so afraid that they asked
Moses to relay the words of God to them:

"And they said to Moses, Speak you to us, and we will hear: but let
not God speak with us, lest we die"  (Ex.20:19 Para.).
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Deuteronomy 5:4-5, 22-28

The Creator spoke to the people first, not Moses. However, because
the people were afraid, Moses' job was to relay God's words,  not his own
thoughts or words, but God's words. God proceeded to give the Ten
Commandments, which are recorded in Deuteronomy 5:6-21.

"The Lord talked with you face to face in the mount out of the midst
of the fire. I stood between the Lord and you at that time, to show
you  the word of the Lord: for you were afraid by reason of the fire,
and did not go up into the mount"  (vs.4-5 Para.).

"These words the Lord spoke to all your assembly in the mount out
of  the midst of the fire, of the cloud, and of the  thick  darkness, with
a great voice; and it went on no more"  (v.22 Jewish Translation).

Verse 22 indicates that God quit talking  after  he  had given them his
foundational laws.  In other words, there  was  a break  or a pause in what
he wanted them to hear. And during  this break, the events took place that 
are described in verses 23-28.

"And it came to pass, when you heard the voice out of the  midst of
the darkness, (for the mountain burned with fire,) that you came
near to me, even all the heads of your  tribes, and  your elders. And
you said, Behold, the Lord our God has shown us his glory and his
greatness, and we have heard his voice out of the midst of the fire:
we have seen this day that God does talk with man, and he lives"
(vs.23-24 Para.).

"Now therefore why should we die? for this great fire will consume
us: if we hear the voice of the Lord our God anymore,  then we  shall
die. For who is there of all flesh, who has heard the voice of the
living God speaking out of the midst of the fire, as we have, and
lived?" (vs.25-26 Para.).

"Go you near, and hear all that the Lord our God shall say: and
speak you to us all that the Lord our God shall speak to  you; and we 
will hear it, and do it. And the Lord heard the voice of your words,
when you spoke to me; and the Lord said to me, I have heard the
voice of the words of this people, which they have spoken to you:
they have well said all that they have spoken"  (vs.27-28 KJV).

MOSES—THE INTERMEDIARY

The people who heard the voice of God from Mount Sinai were afraid 
for their lives. So, they asked Moses to be the intermediary between them 
and God.  Moses' task was to listen to what God had to  say and report it
to the people. Moreover, they agreed to obey whatever God told them to
do through Moses (Deut.5:27).

God accepted the request of the people: "They have well spoken"
(Deut.5:28). Then he told Moses to tell them to return to their tents. 
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In  Deuteronomy  5:31, God commands Moses to come to him and  he 
would speak to him and give him the commandments, statutes, and
judgments that he was to teach the people. Moses followed God's
instructions. Exodus 21 and 22 record that Moses received the judg-
ments;  he received the statutes in chapter 23. In Deuteronomy 5:32, God
instructs Moses to tell the  people to do everything that he instructed
them to do, and to not deviate from what they were told to do.                

BACK UP THE MOUNTAIN

Moses went back up the mountain and, while he was there, God gave
him what  is contained in Exodus 21 through 23. Then, Moses  returned
from  the mountain and relayed all the things that God had  told him to the 
Israelites. He wrote these words in a book (Ex.24:4). Then, he used the
blood of a sacrificial animal to seal the agreement with the people for
God. Exodus 20 through 23 contains the terms and conditions of the  first 
agreement with national Israel. At this point the Israelites had been given 
the Ten Commandments, Judgments, and Statutes through Moses.

"And the Lord said to Moses, Come up to me into the mount, and be
there: and I will give you tables of stone, and a law, and  command-
ments which I have  written; that  you  may teach them"  (Ex.24:12).

The Creator tells Moses to come back up the mountain to receive
tables of stone, a law and commandments so he could teach the people.
Exodus 24:l8 shows that Moses was on the mountain for 40 days and 40
nights. See also Deut.chp.5. 

While Moses was on the mountain this time, God began to tell him
more  of  what he wanted  the people to do in relation  to  their worship of
him. 

In Exodus, chapters 26 through 28, God instructs Moses on how to
build the tabernacle and the various things that were to be contained in it. 

In  Exodus, chapter 29,  God tells Moses who the priesthood would
be, how they were to be set apart and consecrated to serve him in the
tabernacle, how to cleanse the altar of impurity, and how to offer the
daily sacrifices.

In Exodus, chapter 30, are the instructions about building the altar of
incense and its placement in front of the curtain which separated the
place of meeting from the rest on the sanctuary.

An important point to remember is that, while Moses was on the
mountain receiving the tablets of stone, God also gave him  instructions
on how and what to offer on the altar. This proves that God was giving
the law as a whole, and none of it was  an afterthought. The instructions
on the sacrifices were given right after God spoke the Ten Command-
ments, during this forty day period on the mountain. 
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DOWN AND UP AGAIN

Exodus 32:l5 shows that God gave Moses the two tables of stone
containing the Ten Commandments and instructions on  how to build the
tabernacle and conduct the daily services, during his first forty days on
the mountain.

Exodus 32:1-6 shows that the people had made a golden calf and
were  worshiping it. In verses 15-19, Moses sees  the  people worshiping
the calf, he becomes angry and he breaks the  tablets containing  the law.
Moses then returns to the mountain to make an atonement for the
people's sin (perhaps by a sacrifice). See vs.30-31. In Deuteronomy
9:9-25, we  see  that, on this second trip up the mountain, Moses stayed
for another forty days and nights.

While on the mountain the  second time,  Moses receives a second  set 
of tablets of stone that contain the Ten Commandments written by the
finger of God (Ex.34:1; Deut.10:1). After this, Moses went up the
mountain a third time and stayed another forty days and nights (Ex.34:
28).

After coming down from his third trip up the mountain, Moses  gave
the Israelites the instructions that he had received from God. These
instructions included the Ten Commandments on two tables of stone, the 
instructions on how to finance and build the tabernacle that God would
dwell in during their journey through the wilderness, and the instructions 
on the daily tabernacle service, which included  the morning and evening 
sacrifices and the consecration of Aaron and his sons to perform these
services. See Ex.chp.35.

THE TABERNACLE AND THE SACRIFICES

In Exodus 36, we find the Israelites following the instructions of God, 
which were given to them through Moses. Collections were made to
build  the tabernacle  and  the things  received were more than  enough  to
build the tabernacle (Ex.chps.36-39). In chapter 40, we find that the
tabernacle and all the various things contained in it were finished and
ready to be erected. 

After the  tabernacle  was erected as God had instructed, God began to 
dwell in the tabernacle (Lev.1:1).

The  tabernacle services began after the priests and all the garments
and all of the articles to be used in the tabernacle service had been
purified and consecrated. After all of this, the tabernacle sacrifices began 
on a regular basis.  See Lev.chp.9. 

God showed that he was pleased with the first service in the taber-
nacle, because he filled  the tabernacle with his glory and consumed the
burnt offering (Lev.9:23-24).

Throughout the rest of the Book of Leviticus, God continues to give
his law to Israel.
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All the things spoken of in the Book of Leviticus are the command-
ments that the Lord gave to Moses for the children of Israel:

"These are the commandments, that the Lord commanded Moses
for the children of Israel on mount Sinai" (Lev.27:34 Para.).

Again, God gave these commandments (laws); they are God's laws,
not Moses'. Leviticus 27:34 shows, beyond doubt, that all of the com-
mands spoken by God  from the tabernacle  in  the Book of Leviticus  are
indeed his commands, not Moses'.

THE LAW

The biblical record has established that the law Moses gave to the
people was the complete law of God; however, why was it necessary for
God to give his law to the Israelites in the first place?

The Sacrifices

The following are two reasons that God gave the sacrifices to Israel:

• To atone for the sins of the people so that God could continue to
dwell among them and deal with them on an individual and
national basis.

• To  show  that  without the shedding of  blood  there  is  no forgive- 
ness of sin so that when the Messiah came to die for the sins of
humanity, we would know why he gave his life. 

GOD'S SPIRITUAL LAW

It is important to understand the difference between God's physical
and spiritual law. Obedience or disobedience to his physical law will
bring physical rewards or punishments. Obedience or disobedience to
his  spiritual law will bring spiritual rewards or punishments. The Ten
Commandments are both physical and spiritual laws (Deut.5:29; 30:
15-l9; Matt.19:16-17). Note that the penalty for breaking God's spiritual
law is the second  death  (Rom.6:23; Rev.21:8).

In Romans, chapter 7, the apostle Paul writes that he wouldn't have
known what sin was except that the commandment says, "You  shall not
covet." This shows that, when someone breaks the Ten Command-
ments, that person is a sinner. Therefore, the law reveals what sin is.  Paul 
goes on to say  that the law is holy and spiritual. It is spiritual because it
applies to things that are spiritual. In fact, the Ten Commandments
illustrate the character of God and they are the standard of love that he
has set for all of humanity to live by.  See  Rom.7:7,12,14; 1.Jn.3:4; 5:3.
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No Fault with the Covenant

Anyone who makes an honest study of the Bible will discover the first 
agreement with national Israel included the Ten Commandments (Ex.
20:1-17), the Judgments (Ex.21-23), and the Statutes. In Hebrews 8:8,
the writer tells us that God found no fault with his agreement with Israel,
but the fault was with the people. Moreover, God  found  no fault with the 
conditions of the agreement with national Israel; the people were at fault, 
not the agreement.

Another key to understanding the relationship between God's law and 
the Israelites is the fact that everything God wanted them to know after
the event noted in Deuteronomy 5:1-29, he spoke through Moses. The
things that Moses relayed to the people were God's will regarding his
law. These things were not of Moses, they were of God. It is obvious that, 
if the Israelites had not been so afraid of God when he spoke the Ten
Commandments, God would have spoken directly to them instead of
through Moses.

SUMMARY

God intended his law to be given as a whole and he intended the
sacrifices to be a part  of  his law from the beginning. Moreover, as soon
as the tabernacle was built, the sacrifices were offered according to the
instructions  that Moses received from God.  It is evident that God's laws
are inseparable, and that they were given as a whole for the purpose of
creating a pure people, to reveal what sin is, and to show that humanity
would someday have a Savior who would sacrifice his life in order to
forgive the violation of the Law of God.

By B.L. Cocherell and V.O. Jones                                               b4w3
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___  CHAPTER ___                                                                             
FOUR

THE  ADDED LAW OF GALATIANS 3:19

—————————————————————–

Galatians 3:19 is the verse which is probably quoted  more often than
any other in an attempt to prove the sacrificial laws were not a part of
God's original law:

"What, then, was the purpose of the law? It was added because of
transgressions until the Seed to whom the promise referred had
come. The law was put into effect through angels by a mediator"
(NIV). 

It has been taught for a long time that the added law of Galatians is the 
sacrificial system, and encompasses all of the other laws God instructed
Moses to give to the people. Jeremiah 7:21-22 is often quoted as
additional proof of this teaching.  But, do these scriptures actually say the 
sacrificial system was an addition to the original law?  

Both the New International Version and the King James Version of
the Bible have translated the Greek word prostithemi as added. How-
ever, is this the meaning God inspired the apostle Paul to communicate?
This chapter will show that the important meaning of Galatians 3:19 has
little to do with the exact translation of the Greek word prostithemi, but it 
has much to do with the promises and the covenant that God made with
Abraham and his descendants. A closer look at Galatians 3:19 will
show that the apostle Paul intended something quite different from what
most translations of the Bible communicate through their use of the word 
added.

OTHER TRANSLATIONS

The Good News Bible:

"What,  then,  was the purpose of the Law? It  was  added in order to
show what wrongdoing is, and it  was meant  to last until the coming 
of Abraham's descendant, to whom the promise was made. The Law
was handed down by angels, with a man acting as a go-between."

Williams  Translation:

"Then what about the law? It was added later on to increase trans-
gressions, until the descendant to whom the promise was made
should come,  enacted through the agency  of angels in the person of 
an intermediary."
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Beck translation:

"Why, then, was the Law given? It was added to arouse transgress-
ions until the Descendant would come to whom the promise was
made. And it was given through angels in the hands of a mediator."

The Living Bible: 

"Well then, why were the laws given? They were added after the
promise was given, to show men how guilty they are of breaking
God's laws.  But this system of law was to last only until the coming
of Christ, the Child to  whom  God's  promise  was made. (And there
is this further difference. God gave his laws to angels to give to
Moses, who then gave them to the people."

After reading the various translations of this verse, it is apparent that
these laws were given to make people aware that they were sinners, to
show them what sin is, and to convict them of their sins. As the Beck
translation shows, the law was like a stick with  which a  trainer stirs up a
sleeping wild animal to show how uncontrollable and dangerous the
animal really is.

JEREMIAH'S TESTIMONY

"The children gather wood, and the fathers kindle the fire, and the
women knead their dough, to make cakes to the queen of heaven,
and to pour out drink offerings to other gods, that  they may provoke 
me to anger . . .. Therefore this says the Lord God; Behold, my
anger and my fury shall be poured out on this place, on  man, and on 
beast, and on the trees of the field, and on the fruit of the ground;
and it shall burn, and shall not be quenched"  (Jer.7:18,20 KJV).

Verses 18-20 show that when the people worshiped the queen of
heaven and offered sacrifices to her, God became very angry with them
and instructed Jeremiah to warn them that if they would not repent and
change their ways, he would destroy their land. 

Jeremiah 7:21 and 30

To fully understand the message Paul tries to convey in Galatians
3:19, we must first understand what God says in Jeremiah 7:21 and 30:

"This is what the Lord Almighty, the God of  Israel, says: Go ahead,
add your burnt offerings to your other sacrifices and eat the meat
yourselves!"  (Jer.7:21 NIV).

The  context of Jeremiah chapter seven is one of condemnation  of the
Israelites for their departure from worshiping the true God and their
pollution of his altar with sacrifices to false  gods. God tells the Israelites
that the sacrifices they offered were not the ones he had sanctioned; these 
offerings to false gods  were theirs—not his—because he had no part in
them.

51



"For the children of Judah have done evil in my sight, says the Lord: 
they have set their abominations in the  house  which  is called by my 
name, to pollute it"  (Jer.7:30 KJV).

Jeremiah 7:22

Because Jeremiah 7:22 is used to support the teaching that the
sacrificial law was added after God became aware of the Israelite's
proclivity to disobey him, it is important to carefully analyze this verse to 
see if this teaching has any merit:

"For I spoke not to your fathers, nor commanded them in the  day
that I brought them out of the land of Egypt, concerning burnt
offerings or sacrifices"  (Jer.7:22 KJV). 

Although God spoke to the Israelites "in the day" he brought them out 
of Egypt, he did not speak to them about sacrifices at that time.

The key to understanding this verse is the Hebrew word for day in
verse 22 which, is yom. It can mean a day, a year or some indeterminate
period of time.

The biblical record of the Israelite's exodus from Egypt clearly shows
that the day (i.e., period of time) that is referred to in verse 22 cannot
refer to the exact day that the  children  of Israel left Egypt,  the day they
camped near the Red Sea, or the day they camped at Succoth after cross-
ing the Red Sea.

If a specific day is being referred to in verse 22, it is most likely that
the time the Israelites camped at the waters of Marah, which was three
days after the crossing of the Red Sea, or the time they arrived at Mount
Sinai three months later (Ex.19:1). It is during these times that God
offered the Israelites an agreement that contained the Ten Command-
ments and the condition of obedience to his voice (i.e., obedience to
whatever he asked them to do):

"But I gave them this command: Obey me, and I will be your God
and you will be my people. Walk in all the ways I command  you,
that it may go well with you. But they did not listen. . ."   (Jer.7:23-24 
NIV). 

"If you will diligently hearken to the voice of the Lord your God, and 
will do that which is right in his sight, and will give ear to his com-
mandments, and keep all his statutes, I will put none of these dis-
eases on you, which I have brought on the Egyptians: for I am the
Lord that heals you"  (Ex.15:26 KJV).  See also Ex.chps.19-20.

This chapter has already shown that during Moses' first forty days
and nights on Mount Sinai, he received the sacrificial system of worship.
From what God said from Mount Sinai, it should be very clear that he has 
an overall plan for humanity that includes his whole law—the command- 
ments, judgments, statutes and the sacrificial system. See Lev.chps.1-7.
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The following are two translations of what Galatians 3:19 states
regarding the reason God gave the law:

• Beck translation: "It was added to arouse transgression;"
• Good News translation: "It was added in order to show what

wrongdoing is." 

Both of these translations show that the purpose of the law spoken of
here is to show people their sins. Moreover, Paul brings out this point
when he says, "By the law is the knowledge of sin" (Rom.3:20). 

The most important question to be answered surrounding Galatians
chapter three does not concern the exact translation of the Greek word
prostithemi, which means added or repeated in verse 3;  it concerns the
reason  that  the law was added or repeated. However, if the word added
is replaced with repeated, a huge difference in meaning is revealed.

We  know that God gave Adam and Eve the Ten Commandments  and 
other laws after they disobeyed him and ate of the Tree of the Knowl-
edge of Good and Evil, because both Abel and Cain offered sacrifices
(Gen.4:4-7). Moreover,  Cain  sinned (Gen.4:7-8), and sin is the violation 
of any law of God (1.Jn.3:4). Additionally Abraham obeyed God's law
(Gen.26:5).

  It is important to understand that Israel's descendants forgot  most of
God's laws while they sojourned in Egypt. They had even forgotten
which day was the Sabbath. Therefore, God had to show  them which day 
it was by a special miracle (Ex.16). The laws they forgot included laws
that dictated how to establish and maintain a harmonious relationship
with God through the sacrificial system. Therefore, at Mount  Sinai, God
repeated his laws to them for the  purpose of showing  them what sin is.
Moreover, he explained how to perform  the sacrificial system in order to 
remove physical defilement and atone for their sins so that these sins
could be set aside and hidden  from his view.

Another important point is that, in Galatians chapter three, Paul
refers to the law that was a part of the  first  covenant with  national Israel, 
which would last until Christ came and offered his life as the perfect
sacrifice for those who would accept it as having the power to remove
their sins and erase the death penalty that hung over their heads as a result 
of the many times they had violated God laws.

In Galatians 3:19, Paul says something which is understood by very
few people. He says that the law would last until Christ came. The
question is what law would only last until Christ came?

The Ten Commandments are holy and spiritual (Rom.7:12-14) and
cannot be done away with. Moreover, they were never in question and
they were being practiced by the apostles and the early church; therefore, 
logic should tell us that whatever law would only last until Christ came
must have been something other than the Ten Commandments.
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It can only be assumed that, because Paul referred to the first agree-
ment God made with national Israel, whatever law was to last until Christ 
came concerns the terms and  conditions of this first agreement.

When the first agreement with ancient Israel and the prophecies
about its cancellation are examined, it can be found that the only thing
canceled and changed has to do with the method by which a person
establishes and maintains a harmonious relationship with God (i.e., how
one obtains justification).

"Behold, the days come, says the Lord, that I will make a new
covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah: Not
according to the covenant that I made with their fathers  in the day
that I took them by the hand to bring them out  of  the land  of  Egypt; 
which my covenant they broke, although I was a husband to them,
says the Lord: But this shall be the covenant that I will make with
the  house of Israel; After those days, says the Lord, I will put my
law in their inward  parts, and write it in their hearts; and  will  be
their God, and they shall be my people"  (Jer.31:31-33 KJV).

 A new agreement was necessary, because the Israelites broke the first 
one; moreover, the new agreement would become a part of each of God's
children.

CHRIST CANCELS THE FIRST AGREEMENT

"Wherefore when he comes into the world, he says, Sacrifice and
offering  you would not [don't want], but a body have you prepared
me: In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin you have had no
pleasure.' 

"Then I said , Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is written of
me,) to do your will, O God. Above when he said, Sacrifice and
offering and burnt offerings and offering for sin you don't want,
neither had pleasure therein; which are offered by the law;' 

"Then he said , Lo, I come to do your will, O God. He takes away the
first, that he may establish the second. By the which will we are
sanctified  through the offering of the  body  of  Jesus Christ once for 
all"  (Heb.10:5-10 KJV Para., quoted from Psalm 40:6-8).

The writer to the Hebrews tells us that Christ was the perfect sacrifice
and that, through him, the first agreement was  canceled in favor of a far
better one. And under this new  agreement,  a person can be set apart for a 
holy purpose through his sacrifice for the forgiveness of sin:

"For by one offering he has perfected for ever them that are
sanctified"  (Heb.10:14 KJV).

By Jesus Christ's perfect sacrifice a person is now able to stand before 
God the Father as a righteous, sinless individual.
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The major difference between the terms and conditions of the  old and 
the new agreements with national Israel has to do  with the method  by
which a person becomes justified before God the Father. 

Why did the first agreement with national Israel have to end? The first 
agreement had to end because, in order to be declared righteous  in  God's 
eyes under the first agreement, a person had to do all of the things
contained in the law:

"And it shall be our righteousness, if we observe to do all these
commandments before the Lord our God, as he has commanded us"
(Deut.6:25 Para.).

Speaking of everyone, except Jesus Christ, Paul said that all have
sinned and found to be unworthy of the glory of being able to perfectly
keep the Law of God on their own. See Rom.3:23.

As we know, the sacrifice of the blood of bulls and goats cannot take
away sins  (Heb.10:4). So, the sacrifices that were offered before the
advent of Christ could not take away sins; they were inadequate.

TWO NECESSARY CHANGES

There were two necessary changes that had to be made in the agree-
ment with national Israel in order to fulfill the promises God had made
with the Patriarchs and to accomplish the salvation of humanity.

First, in order for a person to remain sinless before God, there needed
to be a perfect sacrifice to atone for sins and to remove the record of these 
sins forever.

Second, there needed to be a change made in the hearts, minds, and
spirits of people so that they would have the desire to keep God's law.

Both of the conditions for these necessary changes were met by the
perfect sacrifice of Jesus Christ. Through his sacrifice, he paid the
penalty for the sins of humanity and provided a way for a person to
become totally sinless. Because God's  spirit-presence can only dwell
where there is  sinlessness, a  person could only become  sinless after the
sacrifice of Christ, which made it possible for the power of God to
transform the sinless person into a new creation, and place God's law into 
a person's very being, which causes a change in the heart, mind, and
spirit.

This is why a new agreement was necessary. The old method of
justification  by works was only to last until Christ  came, when everyone 
could be justified (declared righteous) by belief in the perfect atoning
sacrifice of Jesus Christ.
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The events of the Passover and the Day of Pentecost in 30 A.D.
canceled the first agreement with national Israel and ushered  in a  new
agreement with all of humanity. This new agreement is a part of God's
plan for the salvation of humanity, which was  conceived  long before the 
foundation of the earth and the creation of humanity. See Matt.26:27-28;
1.Cor.11:25.

The method by which people were to be able to establish and main-
tain a harmonious relationship with God (justification, through the
performance of physical works) was only to last until the Creator God
himself could come to make  the  necessary change in the agreement with 
the Patriarchs, Israel, and the rest of  humanity.

In Galatians 3:21-22, Paul says that the law is righteous (Ps.119:
137-144), but  the people failed in their attempt to  keep  the law, because
they were weak:

"Is the law against the promises that God gave to Abraham that we
could be justified by our belief in him [Jesus Christ]? Paul
answers: God forbid:  for if there had been a law given  which could 
have given life, verily righteousness should have been by the law.
But the scripture has concluded all under sin, that the  promise by
faith of Jesus Christ might be given to them that believe"  (Gal.3:
21-22 Para.).

Paul explains  that the scriptures say that all have failed  in their  own
attempts to keep God's law and to be righteous in his eyes. And the
reason for this failure is that God  made  humans subject to sin so that no
one could ever be justified by their own effort; therefore, they would
have to look to the promise of becoming righteous through faith in
Christ.

"But before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up to the
faith which should afterwards be revealed"  (Gal.3:23 Para.).

Paul said that, before Christ came, we were all held prisoner by the
law and were all awaiting death. We were in prison, because the law
requires death for the breaking of God's law. Because all people have
broken  the  law, all come under the death penalty. But  Christ came and
revealed a way to be set free. All a person has to do is believe in the
atoning power of the sacrifice of Jesus Christ and one can be set free
from the penalty of eternal death, because Christ paid the penalty by
standing in the place of humanity and accepting their punishment.

"Wherefore  the law was our schoolmaster to bring us to Christ, that 
we might be justified by faith"  (Gal.3:24 Para.).

The law taught what was right and wrong.  But, it also held humanity
captive until Christ came so that we could be justified by his blood;  thus,
we could be justified by faith.

"But after faith came, we are no longer under the schoolmaster"
(Gal.3:25 Para.).
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After Christ came and revealed how we could be justified by faith in
him, we were no longer under the death penalty that  the  law (the  school- 
master) had invoked. We were acquitted of our crimes and set free,
through the redeeming blood of Christ.

"For you are all the children of God by faith in  Christ  Jesus. For as 
many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ"
(Gal.3:26-27 Para.).

After baptism into the Family of God, a person is given  the spirit of
Christ, which dwells within them; therefore, that person has also been
clothed with the life of Christ himself.

"There is neither Jew nor Greek, . . . bond nor free, . . . male nor
female:  for  you  are all one in Christ Jesus. And  if  you  be Christ's,
then you are Abraham's seed, and  heirs according  to the promise
[the promises that God gave to Abraham]" (Gal.3:28-29 Para.).

SUMMARY

The law and the sacrificial system, which the Creator God gave to
Moses to instruct the Israelites to obey and practice were God's laws,
these laws did not originate from Moses. Moreover, they are not an
added law, as the King James Version and several other modern versions
of Galatians 3:19  seem to  indicate.  However, these laws were all given
as a  whole, each one is dependent on the other, and each one has its place 
in the plan that God has for the benefit and salvation of mankind.

By B.L. Cocherell and V.O. Jones                                               b4w4
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___  CHAPTER ___                                                                             
FIVE

ARE CHRISTIANS REQUIRED TO KEEP                      
THE TEN COMMANDMENTS?

————————————————————–

Today, the world is filled with hatred, murder, violence, wars, lying,
cheating, and sexual perversion and promiscuity, yet most professing
Christians claim that they are not required to keep the Ten Command-
ments. Few seem to realize that the problems of the world are a direct
result of not keeping these laws. This chapter will prove that Christians
today are still required to keep all of the Ten Commandments.

The question of commandment keeping has caused many heated
arguments since the days of Christ. Some theologians have proclaimed
that Christians no longer need to keep the commandments. Many claim
that the sacrifice of Jesus Christ is the end of the law and has released
Christians from any obligation to keep the commandments. Is this true?
Did the laws of God cease to exist with the death and resurrection of
Christ?

What does the Bible say about this subject? If a person professes to
follow Jesus Christ and believes the Bible is the inspired Word of God,
they should look to the Bible for the correct answer to this important
question.

WHO GAVE THE TEN COMMANDMENTS?

The first chapter of the Gospel of John contains evidence that the one
who actually gave the Ten Commandments to Israel was the one who
became Jesus Christ. As the Creator God, he was the one who created
Adam and Eve and had mercy on Noah and his family. Abraham walked
and talked with him on a personal basis and knew him as God Almighty:

"In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all
things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made"
(Jn.1:1-3 NIV). 

The truth is that the Word was the Creator God who became Jesus
Christ.

TO WHOM DID GOD GIVE THE COMMANDMENTS?

Exodus 20:1-17 contains the Ten Commandments as they were given
to the tribes of Israel. These ten laws are the foundation of all law in the
Bible. The first four pertain to love toward God, and the last six pertain to
love toward our fellow humans.
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A Review of the Commandments

Because the Ten Commandments instruct people to express love
toward God and mankind, it is important to ask ourselves the following
questions about these laws in order to see if they are truly a hardship from 
which humanity needed to be released:

• Is it unbearable to worship, honor, and praise the one who created
the universe and set in motion the laws that allow us to exist? 

• Is it a hardship to acknowledge the true God as the only giver of
all life? 

• Is it a hardship to have no idols and not to take God's name in
vain?

• Is it cruel of God to expect us to observe the seventh day as a
memorial of his awesome and wondrous creation?

• Is it a hardship to honor our fathers and mothers?
• Is it a hardship to not murder another human being?
• Is it a hardship to not commit adultery?
• Is it a hardship to not steal?
• Is it a hardship to not bear false witness?
• Is it a hardship to not be envious of your neighbor or lust after

another man's wife or another person's possessions?

The answer to all of these  questions is no,  because all of God's laws
are very good! There is nothing bad, evil, or wrong about these laws.
They do not cause pain or suffering. Instead, they are designed to bring
love and understanding.

For every effect there is a cause. All of the evil, pain, and suffering in
this world is the effect of people breaking the Ten Commandments and
other laws of God.

Given For the Good of Mankind

The reason God gave the Ten Commandments was for the good of
mankind. After bringing the Israelites out of the land of Egypt, God tells
them that he gave them the Ten Commandments because he loves them:

"From heaven he made you hear his voice to discipline you. On
earth he showed you his great fire, and you heard his words from
out of the fire [this is when the Lord God who later became Jesus
Christ spoke the Ten Commandments]. Because he loved your
forefathers and chose their descendants after them, he brought you
out of Egypt by his Presence and his great strength, to drive out
before you nations greater and stronger than you and to bring you
into their land to give it to you for your inheritance, as it is today.
Acknowledge and take to heart this day that the Lord is God in
heaven above and on the earth below. There is no other"  (Deut.4:
36-39 NIV).
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God created the law for our benefit. It was designed to bring us
happiness, joy, and prosperity during our lifetime. The Israelites were
not willing to accept these laws as an expression of his love; instead, they 
rebelled in their hearts, minds, and attitudes:

"Oh, that their hearts would be inclined to fear me and keep all my
commands always, so that it might go well with them and their
children forever!"  (Deut.5:29 NIV).

THE LAW IS PERFECT

Psalm 19 shows the full extent of the blessings of God's law:

"The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul. The statutes of the
Lord are trustworthy, making wise the simple. The precepts of the
Lord are right, giving joy to the heart. The commands of the Lord
are radiant, giving light to the eyes. The fear of the Lord is pure, en-
during forever. The ordinances of the Lord are sure and altogether
righteous. They are more precious than gold, than much pure gold;
they are sweeter  than honey, than honey from  the comb. By them is
your servant warned; in keeping them there is great reward"  (Psa.
19:7-11 NIV).

In our modern age of science, we have learned that there are laws
which always function automatically: the laws of physics, chemistry,
mathematics and all of the laws necessary to keep the solar system
functioning and life continuing. If there is not conformity to these laws,
disaster, death, and destruction will occur.

In exactly the same way, all of the laws of God are a point of reference 
to which all people should look as a standard of behavior toward God and 
their fellow humans. The Ten Commandments are empirical laws that
result in benefits for obedience and penalties for disobedience (Deut.30:
15-19).

Disobedience to these laws is sin: "Everyone who sins breaks the law; 
in fact, sin is lawlessness"  (1.Jn.3:4 NIV).

The Interlinear Greek-English New Testament makes the meaning of
1.John 3:4 very easy to understand:

"Everyone that practices sin also practices lawlessness; and sin is
lawlessness."

In Romans 7:7, Paul states that he would not have known what sin
was if the law were not there to show him. Moreover, he indicates that he
is talking about the Law that is contained in the Ten Commandments, by
citing the tenth commandment, "you shall not covet."  Because this law is 
a part of the Ten Commandments, Paul must be inferring that sin is the
transgression of these ten foundational laws. Paul also writes the follow-
ing about God's law:
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"So then, the law is holy, and the commandment is holy, righteous
and good" (Rom.7:12 NIV). In verse 14 Paul states, "We know that
the law is spiritual; but I am unspiritual, sold as a slave to sin."

The apostle James also says the same thing: "For whoever keeps the
whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all of it"
(Jms.2:10). What he points out here is that the Ten Commandments are a
part of a larger body of law and if just one part of the law is broken, the
entire law has been violated.

These scriptures leave no doubt as to what God says is sin! Sin is the
violation of these spiritual laws, and these laws are summed up in the Ten 
Commandments. From the beginning, the penalty of sin has been death
(Rom.6:23). But, through the blood of Jesus  Christ, forgiveness of sin is
possible. 

DID CHRIST DO AWAY WITH THE COMMANDMENTS?

We realize that human life and relationships between people must be
based on love and directed by laws that govern these relationships.
However, because God has offered the gift of eternal life through Jesus
Christ, is it true that he did away with the Ten Commandments? Is it true
that Christians should no longer be concerned with these precepts and
principles?

Matthew 5:17 is the scripture that is most quoted in order to show that 
Jesus did away with the Law. However, Jesus himself said, "Do not think 
that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to
abolish them but to fulfill them" (Matt.5:17 NIV).

Some theologians and professing Christian leaders say that, in fulfill-
ing the Law, Jesus did away with it. However, does this make any sense?
How could Jesus not destroy the Law and still destroy it?

In order to prove that this scripture does not say that the law has been
done away with, it is important to research the original language of the
text. The English word destroy in verse 17, is translated from the Greek
word kataluoo, which means tear down, demolish, do away with,
abolish, annul, make invalid. Jesus said that we were not even to think
that he would destroy or abolish the law! Yet, how many millions of
professing Christians not only think he did, but actually believe it?

The English word fulfill in verse 17, is translated from the Greek
word elaruoo, which means to fill to the full, to complete, to make full, to
fulfill by doing. It is impossible to fill something up and empty and
destroy it at the same time.

When studying the Bible, it is necessary to read scriptures in context,
which helps to give the complete meaning to whatever subject is being
studied. Therefore, it is important to research  the rest of what Jesus says
about the law.
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"I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the
smaller letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means
disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished"  (Matt.5:
18 NIV).

Is heaven and earth still here? Yes! Has everything in God's Word
been fulfilled? No! Is the Law of God still in effect? Yes! Jesus says it is!

Jesus continues to explain the laws and commandments of God:

"Anyone who breaks one of the least of these commandments and
teaches others to do the same will be called least [Greek: 'less than
nothing'] in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and
teaches these commandments will be called great in the kingdom of
heaven"  (Matt.5:19 NIV). 

FULFILLING THE LAW AND COMMANDMENTS

We know that Jesus Christ came to fulfill (bring to pass) all the
prophecies  in the biblical record about his first coming. The prophecies
about his second coming are yet to be fulfilled.

But, what did he mean about fulfilling the law and commandments?
The prophecy of Christ coming to fulfill the law is found in the Book of
Isaiah:

"The Lord [Jesus Christ] is well pleased for his righteousness sake;
he will magnify the law, and make it honorable"  (Isa.42:21 KJV).

The English word magnify in verse 21, is translated from a Hebrew
word which means to make great or cause to be great. This is exactly
what Jesus Christ did to fulfill the law to its fullest. He magnified the law
by showing how good and beneficial it is.

As the God of Israel (Jesus Christ) he gave the law of God (the
Sovereign God), which includes the Ten Commandments. When he gave 
these laws, he fully intended for Israel to keep the 'letter of the law.' In
return, they would be blessed with tremendous physical blessings. See
Deut.28.

"Oh, that their hearts would be inclined to fear me and keep all my
commands always, so that it might go well with them and their
children  forever!"  (Deut.5:29 NIV).

Although the Israelites understood the physical basis for keeping the
law, they did not comprehend the spiritual intent and meaning of the laws
and commandments of God.

A part of the plan of God for the salvation of humanity called for
Jesus Christ to come and explain the spiritual intent and meaning of these 
laws and commandments. This is precisely what he did and it is recorded
in Matthew, chapters 5, 6, and 7, and Luke, chapter 6.
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All of the teachings of Jesus Christ about God's commandments bring 
their full spiritual meaning and intent into focus!

CHRIST AND THE COMMANDMENTS

The question of eternal life is on the minds of a lot of people today,
just as it was on the minds of people during Jesus' day. A young man
asked Jesus about this very subject:

"Now a man came up to Jesus and asked, "Teacher, what good thing 
must I do to get eternal life?" "Why do you ask me about what is
good?" Jesus replied. "There is only One who is good. If you want
to enter life, obey the commandments"  (Matt.19:16-17 NIV).

If Jesus had come to abolish the commandments, why did he tell this
young man to keep them? Jesus told the young man in no uncertain terms 
that, if he expected to receive eternal life, he must keep the command-
ments!

Jesus continues his answer to the young man:

"Which ones?" [which commandments] the man inquired. Jesus
replied, "Do not murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do
not give false testimony, honor your father and mother, and love
your neighbor as yourself"  (Matt.19:18-19 NIV).

Part of these instructions are from the Ten Commandments, and the
instruction "to love your neighbor" is from the covenant between God
and national Israel (Lev.19:18). This shows that eternal life is not gained
only through obedience to the Ten Commandments, but one must also
love one's neighbor because  all of  the commandments are based on the
principle of love (Matt.22:37-40).

 The young man answers, "All these I have kept, the young man said.
What do I still lack?" (Matt.19:20 NIV). Apparently the young man
thought that he would receive eternal life immediately, because he had
done these things to the best of his ability; however, "Jesus answered, "If
you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to the poor, and 
you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me" (Matt.19:21
NIV).  

This whole account shows that we must keep the commandments if
we are to receive eternal life. Moreover, we must not only keep the
commandments but also totally devote our lives to God and follow Jesus
Christ without reservation.

VAIN WORSHIP

Jesus was not the soft-spoken person that most people have imagined. 
Neither was he an insipid and feeble personality, which is falsely
depicted in so many artist's conceptions of Jesus (hanging pictures, and
setting up idols of Jesus actually violates the second commandment
against idolatry). On the contrary, Jesus was a dynamic, powerful,
personality who spoke the truth without reservation.
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Jesus spoke openly to the Pharisees and Scribes (the religious leaders
of  his day) who were in opposition to his teachings:

"Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you hypocrites; as it is
written: 'These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are
far from me. They worship me in vain; their teachings are but rules
taught by men.' You have let go of the commands of God and are
holding on to the traditions of men. And he said to them: "You have
a fine way of setting aside the commands of God in order to observe
your own traditions!"  (Mk.7:6-9 NIV).

Jesus emphatically argued that people are hypocrites if they reject the
law of God and claim to worship him!

Do You Love God?  

How Do You Know That He Loves You?          

Jesus says that if we love him and his God, the Father, we will keep
his commandments:

"Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who
loves me. he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will
love him and show myself to him. .  .  If anyone loves me, he will obey 
my teaching.  My Father will love him, and we will come to him and
make our home with him. He who does not love me will not obey my
teaching. These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the
Father who sent me" (Jn.14:21, 23-24 KJV Para.).

Consider also how Jesus says that we can remain in his love: "If  you
obey my commands, you will remain [remain and live in] in my love, just
as I have obeyed my Father's commands and remain in his love"
(Jn.15:10 NIV).  This shows that we are commanded by Jesus Christ to
follow his example. This was understood and taught by the apostle Peter: 
"To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an
example, that you should follow in his steps" (1.Pet.2:21 NIV). 

If we keep the commandments, we  show our love for the Father and
Jesus Christ, and they will love us. However, if we do not keep the
commandments by transgressing God's law, we show that we hate God
the Father and his Son Jesus Christ!

Jesus says, "You are my friends if you do what I command"  (Jn.15:14
NIV). You are a friend of Jesus Christ if  you do the things that he has
commanded. But, you are his enemy if you do not keep his command-
ments: "Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your
minds because of your evil behavior"  (Col.1:21 NIV).
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This is what every human mind is truly like:

"For from within, out of men's hearts, come evil thoughts, sexual
immorality, theft, murder, adultery, greed, malice, deceit, lewdness, 
envy, slander, arrogance and folly. All  these evils come from inside
and make a man 'unclean'"  (Mk.7:21-23 NIV).

Sin begins in the mind as Jesus says, which is why we have to change
our way of thinking and the way we live our lives. This change must
come from within us—within our minds and hearts. Repentance must
come from the heart. One must also accept the sacrifice of Jesus Christ
for forgiveness of  sins. Only then can we love and obey God from our
hearts.

God's solution to removing sin is not the removal or destruction of the 
commandments that show us what sin is, but a change of heart from
within! Once a person has repented, been baptized, and received the
Father's holy spirit, God's purpose is to truly establish his law within the
minds and hearts of men and women. Through the holy spirit, Christ in
us motivates and leads us, which enables us to truly keep the command-
ments.

The New Covenant 

"This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after that
time, declares the Lord. I will put my laws in their minds and write
them on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people" 
(Heb.8:10 NIV).

This is how we are truly reconciled to God the Father. There is a
change of mind, which is called  conversion. One is converted from a
hostile, sinning, evil-minded person into a loving, commandment-keep-
ing person who does the will of God. After conversion, a person is no
longer an enemy of God! 

THE FATE OF GOD'S ENEMIES

What will happen to the enemies of God?

What is their ultimate fate?

Jesus says that just professing  his name does not make one his friend:

"Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom
of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in
heaven. Many will say to me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not
prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and
perform many miracles?' Then I will tell them plainly, 'I never knew
you. Away from me, you evildoers!'"  (Matt.7:21-23 NIV).

If you are not doing the will of the Father, you are not a friend of Jesus 
Christ and God the Father. If you are not a friend of Jesus and God the
Father, you are an enemy and will be destroyed instead of being saved:
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"But those enemies of mine who did not want me to be king over
them [through his holy spirit and the keeping of his command-
ments]—bring them here and kill them in front of me"  (Lk.19:27
NIV).

The apostle John wrote a stinging rebuke to those who say that they
know Jesus Christ and claim to follow him, but do not keep the com-
mandments: "The man who says, I know him [Jesus Christ] but does not
do what he commands [does not practice God's law] is a liar, and the
truth is not in him" (1.Jn.2:4 NIV). The Book of Revelation shows that
liars will not be in the Kingdom of God, but they will be burned up in the
Lake of Fire! (Rev.21:8, 27; 22:15).

"But if anyone obeys [Greek: is keeping] his word, God's love is
truly made complete in him. This is how [that is, by this] we know
we are in him: Whoever claims to live in him must walk as Jesus
did"  (1.Jn.2:5-6 NIV).

If we say that we are Christians, we should follow Christ's example of 
how to live our lives. If we refuse to do this, we are liars and hypocrites.

Will you believe the teachings of men or the teachings of God's Word
through Jesus Christ? There is no salvation unless you believe God! The
Bible clearly teaches that if we truly love God, we will keep his com-
mandments:

"This is how we know that we love the children of God: by loving
God and carrying out [practicing and living by] his commands.
This is love for God: to obey his commands. And his commands are
not burdensome"  (1.Jn.5:2-3 NIV).

IT TAKES FAITH TO KEEP GOD'S LAW

Think about it for a minute! Does it require any faith not to obey
God's laws? The truth is, it requires absolutely no faith to violate God's
law. On the other hand, it takes faith, belief, and works  to love God and
keep his commandments. In the Book of Revelation there is an astonish-
ing statement, which shows that those who have the faith of Jesus Christ
also keep his commandments:

"And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If any
man worship the beast and his image, and receive his mark in his
forehead, or in his hand, The same shall drink of the wine of the
wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of
his indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone
in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb:
And the smoke of their torment ascends up for ever and ever: and
they have no rest day nor night, who worship the beast and his
image, and whosoever receives the mark of his name. Here is the
patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of
God, and the faith of Jesus"  (Rev.14:9-12 KJV).
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This type of faith calls for patient endurance on the part of the saints
who obey God's commandments and remain faithful to Jesus.

If a person truly believes God the Father and Jesus Christ, that person
will be obedient to them. Anyone who argues with God and against his
commandments by claiming it is not necessary to obey his law does not
truly believe in God and does not have the true faith of Jesus Christ. 

Abraham is an excellent example of someone who had true faith. The
Bible shows that he believed God! But how much? To what degree and
how did Abraham act on that belief and faith in God?

"By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later
receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not
know where he was going"  (Heb.11:8 NIV). 

This shows that a person can only obey God through faith. However,
most professing Christians have been led to believe that it takes faith not
to obey!

What else is recorded about Abraham's obedience? How much did he
believe and how far did he go in his obedience? He was called to take his
only son and use him as a sacrifice to God. Abraham faithfully obeyed,
without question. He did this because of his faith and obedience toward
God. The Creator God intervened before Abraham was able to sacrifice
his son and he provided a ram to be used as the sacrifice instead (Gen.22:
1-19).

We are told that Abraham's faith was made perfect through his works
of obedience (Jms.2:21-24). But this was not the only thing that God
recorded for us about Abraham's faith and obedience. The promise given
to Abraham was passed on to Isaac and Jacob because of how Abraham
lived his life:

"Because Abraham obeyed me and kept my requirements, my
commands, my decrees and my laws"  (Gen.26:5 NIV).

Abraham exhibited his faith and belief in God as he obeyed God's
voice, kept God's charge, and kept God's commandments, statutes and
laws, which define righteousness:

"Your righteousness is everlasting and your law is true . . .. Yet you
are near, O Lord, and all your commands are true . . .. May my tongue
sing of your word, for all your commands are righteous"  (Psa.119:142,
151, 172 NIV).

BE HONEST

An honest look at the teachings of Jesus Christ and the apostles leaves 
no doubt that, if we want to  follow God's way of life, we must keep his
commandments!
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The reason most people, which includes most professing Christians,
do not want to keep the commandments is not because these laws are
harsh or bad, it is because of the hostility people hold in their minds
toward God and his law:

"The sinful mind is hostile to God. It does not submit to God's law,
nor can it do so. Those controlled by the sinful nature cannot please
God" (Rom.8:7-8 NIV).

If we say the commandments are no longer in effect, we disagree with 
God the Father and Jesus Christ, which means that we do not want them
in our lives.

Should a Christian keep the commandments of God? The answer
found in the Bible is that a person cannot be a true follower of Christ 
unless obey and practice all of the commandments.

HOLINESS AND THE TEN COMMANDMENTS

God is extremely interested in the holiness of his people. When God
created mankind, he created them in his image. More than that, God
intends for mankind be patterned after himself in character and in holi-
ness, which is why God developed a system that would make it possible
for him to be with his people and to establish a pattern of holiness so that
mankind could duplicate his character. This ultimately led to the new
covenant with which God is dealing with spiritual Israel (the elect of
God). He called the elect to become examples of his holiness, which is
accomplished through placing his spirit within individuals. And he
maintains the elect in that state of holiness through his spirit and the
sacrifice of Jesus Christ.

THE FIRST COMMANDMENT

"I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the
land of slavery. "You shall have no other gods before me. You shall
not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven
above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. You shall not
bow down to them or worship them; for I, the Lord your God, am a
jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the
third and fourth generation of those who hate me, but showing love
to a thousand generations of those who love me and keep my com-
mandments"  (Deut.5:6-10 NIV).  See also Ex.20:1-6.

The Creator God states that he is the Deliverer who has proven
himself to be far superior to all Egyptian God's by virtue of the great
miracles he performed in delivering the Israelites out of Egypt. More-
over, God wants to bless mankind beyond their wildest dreams. But in
order to do this, mankind must accept God as the only true God.
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Have No Other Gods 

"You shall have no other gods before me"  (Deut.5:7).

People can make gods out of almost anything, including the quest for
material goods and family relationships. Anything that becomes more
important in one's life than one's relationship and love for God is one's
God. Without the commandment to have no other gods, the other nine
have no meaning—God is the true God.

THE SECOND COMMANDMENT

"You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in
heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. You
shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the Lord your
God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the
fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me"
(Ex.20:4-5 NIV).

What does God mean by a graven image? Are all carved objects
forbidden? Are rugs and drapes that have images of flowers, birds, and
trees woven into the fabric forbidden? Is it forbidden to make or own
statutes?

God does not want mankind to make any idol, sculpture, or carved
image for the purpose of worshiping it. Mankind is forbidden to create
anything to be used as a substitute for the one true God.  An idol can be
anything that one puts in place of or in a more prominent  place in their
life than the true God. The expression "I, the Lord your God, am a
jealous God" means that the Eternal God alone should be worshiped
because he is the only righteous and loving God.  

Note:

Under the first covenant with national Israel, Exodus 20:4-5 referred
to the Creator God who latter became Jesus Christ the Savior of human-
ity. Under the new covenant this commandment now refers to God the
Father who is the Supreme Sovereign God.

"So then, about eating food sacrificed to idols: We know that an idol 
is nothing at all in the world and that there is no God but one. For
even if  there are so-called gods, whether in heaven or on earth (as
indeed there are many "gods" and many "lords"), yet for us there is
but one God, the Father, from whom  all things came and for whom
we live; and there is but one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom all
things came and through whom we live. But not everyone knows
this. Some people are still so accustomed to idols that when they eat
such food they think of it as having been sacrificed to an idol, and
since their conscience is weak, it is defiled. But food does not bring
us near to God; we are no worse if we do not eat, and no better if we
do. Be careful, however, that the exercise of your freedom does not
become a stumbling block to the weak"  (1.Cor.8:4-9 NIV).
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Idols are empty gods or nothingness; they do not have inherent life.
An idol can be in virtually any form—animate or inanimate—including
mental images or concepts. It is anything man esteems as more important 
than obedience to the true God.

Paul writes the following to the Colossians about idolatry:

"Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature:
sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is
idolatry"  (Col.3:5 NIV).

From the very beginning, idolatry has been a problem. Adam and Eve 
trusted their own minds and desires and obeyed Satan. Adam and Eve put 
knowledge before God; thus, knowledge became their idol! Idolatry was
prevalent in the days of Abraham. Israel worshiped and served the idols
of Egypt:

"And I said to them, "Each of you, get rid of the vile images you have 
set your eyes on, and do not defile yourselves with the idols of
Egypt. I am the Lord your God." "But they rebelled against me and
would not listen to me; they did not get rid of the vile images they
had set their eyes on, nor did they forsake the idols of Egypt. So I
said I would pour out my wrath on them and spend my anger
against them in Egypt. But for the sake of  my name I did what would 
keep it from being profaned in the eyes of the nations they lived
among and in whose sight I had revealed myself to the Israelites by
bringing them out of Egypt. Therefore I led them out of Egypt and
brought them into the desert"  (Ezk.20:7-10 NIV).

Some claim that Numbers 21:4-9 is an example of God altering part
of the second commandment:

"The Lord said to Moses, "Make a snake and put it up on a pole;
anyone who is bitten can look at it and live. So Moses made a bronze 
snake and put it up on a pole. Then when anyone was bitten by a
snake and looked at the bronze snake, they lived" (Num.21:8-9
Para.).

Did God modify the second commandment by telling Moses to make
an image of a serpent and place it on a pole? No! The bronze serpent was
only a copy of a real serpent but not an idol. It was not a substitute God.
Israel was commanded to look at the serpent, not to worship it. It was a
reminder of their sin and that they had to obey God in order to have the
penalty of their sin removed.

The second commandment does not forbid making copies of created
things, but it forbids making them into idols to be worshiped. God
offered Israel redemption from death when they obeyed and looked at the 
bronze serpent on the pole. Why did the people have to look on the
bronze serpent to live? One reason was that God was establishing a
symbolic picture of a greater future redemption. Christ said:
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"Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man
must be lifted up, that everyone who believes in him may have
eternal life. For God so loved the world that he gave his one and
only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have
eternal life"  (Jn.3:14-16 NIV).

Another reason for having the people look at the bronze snake was to
prove their obedience through  faith and works, just as when Naaman,
the Syrian leper, dipped himself in the river Jordan seven times. He
obeyed the instructions of God's prophet through faith and works. This
bronze serpent later became an idol to Israel because, in their minds, they 
turned this replica of a snake into a god and worshiped it (2.Kgs.18:4).

The last part of the second commandment indicates that God will
punish children for the idolatrous sins of their parents?  But is this what it
says? Absolutely not. The curse of idolatry comes on the children who
hate God and worship idols as their fathers did. To hate God means to
esteem idols above the true God and to show hostility towards his law.

God is fair! He does not punish the innocent for the sins of the guilty.
God reminded the Israelites of this principle: "Fathers shall not be put to
death for their children, nor children put to death for their fathers; each
is to die for his own sin" (Deut.24:16 NIV). This principle carried over to
all of mankind as they came in contact with God's covenant people and
his laws.

THE THIRD COMMANDMENT

This is God's instruction to people regarding the use of his name:

"You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord
will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name" (Ex.20:7
NIV).

Before the new covenant was ratified, God allowed people to swear
by his name. To Israel God said:

"Fear the Lord your God, serve him only and take your oaths in his
name"  (Deut.6:13 NIV).

But Jesus instructed his disciples to discontinue swearing:

"Again, you have heard that it was said to the people long ago, 'Do
not break your oath, but keep the oaths you have made to the Lord. .  
. .'  Simply let your 'Yes' be 'Yes,' and your 'No,' 'No';  anything
beyond this comes from the evil one "  (Matt.5:33, 37 NIV).

To swear falsely by Jesus' name is obviously taking God's name in
vain. But, Christ clarified the intent of the law by stating that any kind of
swearing is breaking the intent and spirit of the third commandment. But
how is this so?

This issue can be more fully understood, by examining comments in
the Book of  Hebrews:
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"When God made his promise to Abraham, since there was no one
greater for him to swear by, he swore by himself, saying, "I will
surely bless you and give you many descendants." And so after
waiting patiently, Abraham received what was promised. Men
swear by someone greater than themselves, and the oath confirms
what is said and puts an end to all argument. Because God wanted
to make the unchanging nature of his purpose very clear to the heirs 
of what was promised, he confirmed it with an oath. God did this so
that, by two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God
to lie, we who have fled to take hold of the hope offered to us may be
greatly encouraged "  (Heb.6:13-18 NIV).

To swear is to commit God as a witness in confirmation of a person's
desire and capability to perform what is promised. Human beings, unlike
God, are unable to remain perfectly constant in purpose and they have
great difficulty keeping their word due to their weaknesses and the
influence of Satan. Thus, if God allowed men to swear by his name,
every time man failed to perform his oath, God's name would be mis-
represented.

This is why Jesus said, "Anything beyond these [yes or no] is of [the]
evil [one]." James also supported this: "Above all, my brothers, do not
swear—not by heaven or by earth or by anything else. Let your "Yes" be
yes, and your "No," no, or you will be condemned" (Jms.5:12 NIV). 

Under the covenant that God had made with national Israel, he
allowed them to swear because he had invoked his name on them. He
wanted them to have help in avoiding sin. He was willing to bear with
them in their weaknesses for a time, but there came a time for them to
grasp that the name of God is above all names, including the name of any
mortal man. Thus, they were told to no longer swear by his name.

Taking God's name in vain can involve more than misusing the names 
by which he is called. Taking God's name in vain is claiming to represent
God, but in reality denying his existence and power.

Jesus' Name

Salvation comes only through Jesus' name: "Salvation is found in no
one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which
we must be saved" (Acts 4:12 NIV). Because it is through the authority of 
Jesus (Jesus' name) that salvation is made available to humanity, his is
the only name besides the Father's name that is considered holy. See
Lk.1:49.

After grasping the reality of the greatness and glory of Jesus, one can
begin to understand the importance of using his name with respect, awe,
praise, truth, and thanksgiving.

"Whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him"
(Col.3:17 NIV).
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Paul told the Colossians that every word spoken and every action
taken should be done as Jesus would do it. Anyone who says Christ is
living in him and then lies is taking God's name in vain. All false
prophets and false brethren are taking God's name in vain. Moreover, the
penalty for breaking the third commandment is still in effect today:

"The Lord will not leave him unpunished who takes his name in
vain" (Ex.20:7 NASU).

THE FOURTH COMMANDMENT

The Book of Genesis records that, after God had prepared the earth
for his human creation and placed Adam and Eve in the garden, he set
apart the seventh day as holy time:

"Then God said, 'Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and 
let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the
livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move
along the ground . . .. God saw all that he had made, and it was very
good. And there was evening, and there was morning—the sixth
day. .  .."  (Gen.1:26, 31NIV).

"Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of
them. And on the seventh day God ended his work which he had
made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he
had made. And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it:
because that in it he had rested from all his work which God created 
and made" (Gen 2:1-3KJV).

God established the weekly cycle with the first six days designated  as 
work days and the seventh day designated as a day on which no work was 
done.

There are two Hebrew words in verses 2-3 that should be understood
because they hold an important key to understanding how God the Father 
and Jesus Christ view the Sabbath.

The English word blessed is translated from the Hebrew word barak,
which means to kneel, to praise or  to salute. This word seems to be used
to indicate abundant and effective life and longevity. As used in Genesis
2:2-3, it means to bless, to imbue with power for prosperity, success,
fecundity, and longevity.

 The English word sanctified is translated from the Hebrew word
quadash, which is a denominative verb which means to be hallowed or
holy, to consecrate, to prepare, to dedicate. The verb quadash desig-
nates the state of something that is sacred. Therefore, the Sabbath is
different and set apart from anything that is common or profane.

The Creator God's act of blessing and sanctifying the seventh day was 
not just a pronouncement, but also the actual creating of a specific period
of time for a divine and holy purpose. This day has God's attribute of
holiness as a part of its existence.
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Made for Man

The Creator God intended the Sabbath to be one of the fundamental
aspects of his worship system, from the beginning of creation:

"Then he said to them, 'The Sabbath was made for man, not man for
the Sabbath"  (Mk.2:27 NIV). 

The seventh day of the week is very different from the other six
because it is a period of time created and set apart (sanctified) from
regular time. Moreover, it has a spiritual dimension within its existence.
It is obvious from the enormous amount of information that God has had
recorded about this particular day that the seventh day has a very special
meaning to God the Father and Jesus Christ and they intend for all of
mankind to eventually observe the Sabbath as holy time.

The Calendar and the Sabbath

The calendar today is not the same calendar that the ancient Israelites
used nor is it the one that was used during Jesus' lifetime. In the 16th
Century, ten days were dropped from the calendar that is in common
usage today. However, a detailed study of all of the changes to the
calendar used today reveals that the seven-day weekly cycle has never
been altered.

Furthermore, the Jews today and throughout history adamantly main- 
tain that they have not lost track of the weekly Sabbath. They  claim that
they have been worshiping God on the correct day since their exodus
from Egypt. To state that the Sabbath day has been lost is without
foundation and discounts the written records of the Jewish people,
religious and secular history, and archeological evidence. All of these
records provide ample evidence, which shows that time has not been lost
and that the Sabbath day is still the day we call Saturday in the weekly
cycle.

The seven-day weekly cycle has never been altered from Creation.
Since the Sabbath was again revealed to the nation of Israel, the aware-
ness of this holy time has remained with the people of God and is still a
part of the world's calendars.

IS THE SABBATH JEWISH?

Some insist that the Sabbath observance is only a part of the Jewish
faith and it is not for any other race of people. The Bible, however,
clearly states that the Sabbath was created by God on the day after he
created mankind and that it was created and sanctified to benefit all of
humanity (Gen.1:31; 2:2-3).

Notice what Jesus Christ who was the Creator God said to the
legalistic Scribes and Pharisees when he explained the nature of the
Sabbath:

"Then he said to them, 'The Sabbath was made for man, not man for
the Sabbath" (Mk.2:27 NIV).
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The seventh day was created thousands of years before the descen-
dants of Judah were called Jews. During that entire time period, it was
never called the Jewish Sabbath. Because the Sabbath was created for the 
benefit of all mankind, it is incorrect to call the Sabbath 'the Jewish
Sabbath.' It is God's Sabbath!

Keeping of the Sabbath is Important

The Book of Hebrews was written about thirty years after Christ's
resurrection and contains the following statement:

"There remains, then, a Sabbath-rest for the people of God" (Heb.4: 
9 NIV).

Most Bible commentaries and even the Bible marginal references
contain the correct Greek translation of the word  'rest' as 'keeping of the
Sabbath.' The English word 'rest' is translated from the Greek word
'sabbatismos', which means 'Sabbath'; therefore, verse 9 should read, 

"There remains therefore a keeping of the Sabbath to the people of
God."

To draw near to God in worship and fellowship on the day he set apart 
at creation for this purpose, he wants his followers to cease from their
normal activities on the Sabbath.

It is without question that both the Bible and secular history record
undeniable evidence that the apostles and the early church observed the
seventh-day Sabbath. Therefore, it must be concluded that those who
want to follow God today must also observe this seventh day as instruct-
ed by God's word.

THE FIFTH COMMANDMENT

The Creator God (the one who became Jesus Christ) told the Israelites 
at Mount Sinai: "Honor your father and your mother, so that you may
live long in the land the Lord your God is giving you" (Ex.20:12;
Lev.19:3 NIV). God intends this commandment to be applied to both
minor and adult children.

Adam, the first son of God, dishonored his father (the Creator God)
who created him, by eating the forbidden fruit. the  Creator who was a
perfect example as a father,  instructed Adam in love and warned him
about the death penalty for disobedience. However, Satan, an enemy of
God and man, sowed the seeds of doubt and rebellion in Adam who
became God's first disobedient son.

Jesus and the apostle Paul said the following about obedience to
God's law:

"For God said, 'Honor your father and mother' and 'Anyone who
curses his father or mother must be put to death '"  (Matt.15:4 NIV).
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"Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 'Honor
your father and mother'—which is the first commandment with a
promise—'that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long
life on the earth.' Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead,
bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord" (Eph.6:
1-4 NIV).

The expression: "Obey your parents in the Lord" means that children, 
even adult ones, must obey their parents as Christ obeyed his. This
statement also restricts the obedience to those acts which are in harmony
with God's will, including a child's conduct with unbelieving and over-
bearing parents.

There are many examples in the Bible of how to properly honor and
obey one's parents. The way Jesus interacted with his Father gives us the
perfect example of how to honor our own parents, as well as our heaven-
ly Father.

THE SIXTH COMMANDMENT

Terminating the life of an individual is perhaps the greatest offense
that can be committed against a person. If someone steals, it is possible to 
have the stolen goods returned or provide compensation in place of the
item that was taken, but no man can restore a stolen life. According to
Jesus, the greatest gift a man has to give is his life;  therefore, the greatest
thing anyone can lose is eternal life. Only God has the authority to kill
human beings: "See now that I myself am He. There is no god besides me. 
I put to death and I bring to life, I have wounded and I will heal . . ."
(Deut.32:39 NIV). Because of this, when God spoke to Israel from
Mount Sinai, he said: "You shall not murder" (Ex.20:13 NIV).

God's intention in the sixth commandment is to forbid the taking of
life unlawfully. God did not forbid men from killing humans under all
circumstances in ancient Israel; he authorized representatives to act as
his executioners and take the lives of criminals that he had sentenced to
death. God is very clear regarding the difference between 'killing' and
'murdering.'

The sixth commandment has been in effect since creation: "You
[Jews] belong to your father, the devil, . . . He [Satan] was a murderer
from the beginning . . ." (Jn.8:44 NIV). It clearly was a sin to murder,
long before Moses was even born.

Immediately after the great flood, God inspired a reminder not to
murder: "And from each man, too, I will demand an accounting for the
life of his fellow man. 'Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his
blood be shed; for in the image of God has God made man'" (Gen.9:5-6
NIV). When a person is guilty of killing  another person unlawfully, the
murderer is to be put to death for his crime.
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Paul confirms this God-given authorization in men and governments:

"Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for
there is no authority except that which God has established.  . ..  For 
he is God's servant to do you good. But if you do wrong, be afraid,
for he does not bear the sword for nothing. He is God's servant, an
agent of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer" (Rom.13:
1-4 NIV).

After Cain murdered Abel, he feared that he was going to be killed:
"And whoever finds me will kill me" (Gen.4:14 NIV).  His fear was based
in the knowledge that Abel's family had, by law, the right to execute him. 
God's patience and purpose allowed Cain the opportunity to live. There-
fore, God forbade anyone to kill Cain by promising a sevenfold punish-
ment on anyone who did. 

The Israelites were God's avengers who carried out the execution of
heathen nations:

"However, in the cities of the nations the Lord your God is giving
you as an inheritance, do not leave alive anything that breathes.
Completely destroy them—the Hittites, Amorites, Canaanites … as
the Lord your God has commanded you. Otherwise,  they will teach
you to follow all the detestable things they do in worshiping their
gods, and you will sin against the Lord your God"  (Deut.20:16-18
NIV). 

Because God says "It is I who put to death and give life," it is apparent 
that Israel had the God-given authority to destroy the pagan nations that
he had sentenced to death, as well as other nations who became enemies
of Israel. 

When Jesus came, he expanded the definition of murder past the letter 
of the law and into the spirit of the law:

"You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, 'Do not
murder,  and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.' But
I tell you that anyone who is angry with his brother will be subject to 
judgment. Again, anyone who says to his brother, 'Raca,' is answer- 
able to the Sanhedrin. But anyone who says, 'You fool!' will be in
danger of the fire of hell"  (Matt.5:21-22 NIV).

The Greek word raca and the English word fool in Matthew 5:22
show that murder reaches past the physical act and is a part of a mental
process.

The Greek word raca corresponds to a very derogatory Aramaic
insult which, in essence, means you blockhead or you idiot. The use of
the word raca expressed great displeasure, disregard, anger, or contempt
for another person. The English word fool is translated from the Greek
word moros, which means dull or stupid.  Both of these words are meant
to insult another person and to show one's utter contempt for the life of
another person.
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It is clear from the context of what Jesus says that, if a person has or
express feelings toward another person that are inconsistent with a godly
attitude, that person is guilty of a crime against the other person. In the
extreme case that person is guilty of murder and worthy of death in the
Lake of Fire.

As with every action, the actions leading to murder have a beginning.
Anger and disrespect for another person are steps toward murder. When
God did not accept Cain's offering, he became very angry and he trans-
ferred this anger to Abel when he murdered him.

Notice what Paul wrote to the Ephesians about anger:

"In your anger do not sin": Do not let the sun go down while you are 
still angry, and do not give the devil a foothold"  (Eph.4:26-27
NIV).

Jesus Christ came to save mankind, to soften the hardness of hearts,
and to change attitudes. God's holy spirit is the spirit of love in which
there is no room for uncontrolled anger.

"My dear brothers take not of this: Everyone should be quick to
listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry, for man's anger
does not bring about the righteous life that God desires"  (Jms.1:
19-20 NIV).

"But now you must rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger,
rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips.  . .  put on
the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of
its Creator" (Col.3:8-10 NIV).

More is required of one than simply to not murder just because of fear
of the penalty. God requires people to control their anger toward each
other. In most cases, there is more than one step from anger to murder.
Anger leads to judging another  as worthless (raca) so that he is held in
contempt. When someone judges his brother in this manner, he is
judging the law, according to James 4:11. People who do this are
squelching love; thereby, they allow hatred to enter into their heart and
mind.

The final step toward murder is to think of a fellow human as a
worthless fool, which is the same as  judging someone as being a sinner
and unworthy of life. John said, "Anyone who hates his brother is a
murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life in him" (1.Jn.
3:15 NIV).

A person who hates someone is a murderer even if they do not
commit the physical act of murder. According to Jesus, the way to keep
from being a murderer is to practice forgiveness and reconciliation
(Matt.6:14-15). All those who have God's holy spirit have the power and
ability to love both their brother and their enemy.
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At Jesus' second coming, all those who want to obey God's way of life 
will practice the law of love toward other people:

"The Lord said to Moses, . . .. Do not do anything that endangers
your neighbor's life. I am the Lord. Do not hate your brother in your 
heart. Rebuke your neighbor frankly so you will not share in his
guilt. Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against one of your
people, but love your neighbor as yourself. I am the Lord" (Lev.19:
1, 16-18 NIV).

THE SEVENTH COMMANDMENT

God designed marriage to be a permanent relationship. When God
brought Eve to Adam and joined them together in marriage he said:

"For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be
united to his wife, and they will become one flesh"  (Gen.2:24 NIV).

In marriage, each partner has a role designed to function in harmony
with the other. God forbids the destruction of this union when he said,
"You shall not commit adultery" (Ex.20:14 NIV). But when men and
women rejected God  and his law, they began to live by their own rules
regarding marriage.

Beginning with Adam, it was a sin to commit adultery. Hundreds of
years before the time of Moses, Joseph said it was a sin against God for
him to have Potiphar's wife (Gen.39:9).

After God brought the Israelites out of Egypt, he revealed his law
forbidding adultery, which if practiced will protect the covenant
relationship of marriage.

Later, in Christ's time, John the Baptist told Herod Antipas that it was
unlawful for him to have Herodius, his brother Philip's wife (Matt.14:4).
The lust that Herod and Herodius shared for each other resulted in
Herodius leaving her husband to marry Herod.

Because of the hardness of people's hearts, God allowed the Israelites
to dissolve a marriage agreement without condemnation by the letter of
the law. The reason John the Baptist condemned Herod for marrying
Herodius was that, according to the law of God,  it was forbidden for a
man to marry the divorced wife of his living brother. Such a marriage
was "uncovering your brother's nakedness" (Lev.18:16). "If a man
marries his brother's wife, it is an act of impurity [an impure deed]; he
has dishonored his brother. They will be childless" (Lev.20:21 NIV).

Adultery and other sexual immorality are forbidden by God because
marriage is to be a permanent, private, pure, and an  intimate relationship
between a man and a woman. Jesus says,  " From everyone who has been
given much, much will be demanded. . ."  (Lk.12:47-48 NIV). God
required more of Israel than the heathen; furthermore, even more is
required of those who have his holy spirit.
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God commands, upon the penalty of death, that a man cannot have
sexual relations with someone else's wife (Deut.22:22). But due to
hard-heartedness and unconverted minds, God allowed a man to divorce
a wife under certain conditions. These conditions of divorce did not
sanction divorce or modify the marriage relationship, but did protect the
divorced spouse (See Deut.24:1-4; 21:10-14; Ex.21:7-11).

Jesus explains  why Moses instructed a man to give his wife a bill of
divorce:

"Jesus replied, "Moses permitted you to divorce your wives because 
your hearts were hard. But it was not this way from the beginning"
(Matt.19:8 NIV).

Jesus Christ as the Creator God set the perfect example in marriage by 
marrying only one nation, Israel. When he divorced Israel he did so
because of her spiritual adultery (idolatry), but he did not remarry any
other nation. Death frees a person from marriage vows; thus, when Jesus
died, it ended his marriage to ancient Israel. After his resurrection, he
was free to marry spiritual Israel. All who will be saved must become
spiritual Israelites (Rom.7:1-6; Gal.3:29; Eph.2:11-19.

Today's Attitude Toward Sex and Marriage

The New Testament teachings do not forbid multiple wives for one
man if a valid marriage agreement is in place with each partner, except in
the case of a man who is in the office of an elder (an overseer).

Paul's instructions to Timothy are for believers today: "Now the
overseer must be above reproach, the husband of but one wife, . . ."
(1.Tim.3:2 NIV).

Today, the prevailing attitude toward marriage is very similar to the
time before the Great Flood. Most people, including many professing
Christians, approach marriage for selfish reasons, especially regarding
sexual relations. This attitude places children and family needs second-
ary to a person's own sexual desires.

Many psychologists and sociologists who agree with this attitude
write books and articles promoting extra-marital affairs as a healthy part
of marriage. Such authors  emphasize that society is moving away from a 
traditional commitment in marriage as a bond involving commitment,
and towards marriage as only a good or bad relationship. These individ-
uals falsely believe that sexual fidelity should be removed from the
marriage commitment because it unnecessary and unnatural.

It is clear that  people do not want to feel guilty for any of their illicit
practices; thus, they cast aside God's laws as being out of date and they
substitute their own. Many people blatantly deny God's existence, and
others proclaim that the commandments are no longer in effect and they
are free to live as they please:

81

 



"But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. People
will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud,
abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, without
love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not
lovers of the good, treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure
rather than lovers of God—having a form of godliness but denying
its power. Have nothing to do with them"  (2.Tim.3:1-5 NIV). 

Jesus Christ makes it clear how a believer should view the seventh
commandment: "You have heard that it was said, 'Do not commit
adultery.' But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has
already committed adultery with her in his heart" (Matt.5:27-28 NIV). 

Lust begins in the mind. Acts forbidden by God that are lived out in
one's mind are sin, even though no overt physical act is committed
(Jms.1:13-15). Anyone who lusts after someone else's mate is com-
mitting adultery. The best defense against adultery is loyalty to one's
own spouse and love and respect for one's neighbor.

Premarital Sex

God considers premarital sex to be the same as adultery, because
everyone has the potential of becoming someone's mate  (Deut.22:13-14, 
20-21). Those who know and obey God also know he made their bodies
for his holy use: "Do you not know that he who unites himself with a
prostitute is one with her in body? For it is said, "The two will become
one flesh" (1.Cor.6:16 NIV). God intends a person's body to be the
temple of  God; therefore, it is a defilement of  God's holy place to join in
such a sexual union. See 1.Cor.3:16-17.

Incest, Homosexuality, and Bestiality 

"It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you,
and of a kind that does not occur even among pagans: A man has his 
father's wife . . . Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the
kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral
nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual
offenders"  (1.Cor.5:1; 6:9 NIV).  

It is strange that some can see the harm and evil in incest but not in
homosexuality? Inordinate lust blinds people to the penalties of their evil 
practices. Terrible sexually transmitted diseases that cause blindness,
insanity, and death are rampant among those who practice promiscuity
and the spread of disease is an indication that something is drastically
wrong with this type of  behavior.

Polygamy

The practice of  polygamy has ancient origins and is not condemned
by God. According to God's law, polygamy is not adultery because there
is a marriage agreement in place with each partner. See Chapter 16 for
details about the practice of Polygamy. 
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Jesus' Instructions Regarding Divorce

Jesus gives clear instructions to his disciples about divorce:

"It has been said, 'Anyone who divorces his wife must give her a
certificate of divorce.' But I tell you that anyone who divorces his
wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, causes her to become an
adulteress, and anyone who marries the divorced woman commits
adultery"  (Matt.5:31-32 NIV).

"Anyone who divorces his wife and marries another woman com-
mits adultery against her. And if she divorces her husband and
marries another man, she commits adultery" (Mk.10:11-12 NIV).

"Haven't you read," he replied, "that at the beginning the Creator
'made them male and female,' and said, 'For this reason a man will
leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two
will become one flesh'? So they are no longer two, but one. There-
fore what God has joined together, let man not separate"   (Matt.19: 
4-6 NIV). 

Marriage is more than a sexual union; it involves a commitment in
which both parties agree to belong to each other and to share their lives in 
a loving relationship.

 Ephesians 5:22-25 teaches that, in order for God to bless a marriage,
the husband must love his wife as much as he loves himself and the wife
must recognize that it is God's will that her husband is to lead the family.

Jesus made only one exception in allowing divorce. The Greek word
he used for that exception is porneia, which is translated into English as
immorality, whoredom, harlotry, unchastity, fornication, adultery, lewd- 
ness, and uncleanness. Porneia includes all unlawful sexual acts, such as 
extramarital sex, premarital sex, homosexuality, and incest. By exten-
sion, it can refer to any act that demonstrates that one partner willfully
abandons the precepts of the marriage agreement. Spouse abuse and
desertion are two examples of attitudes and behaviors which violate
God's law pertaining to a marriage.

The purpose here is to protect the victim whose mate has committed
an  immoral act. There are very real dangers and penalties that the victim
may not be able to face, such as physical danger, unwanted pregnancy,
serious diseases, and mental or emotional damage. 

A person who divorces for  porneia is not causing the guilty partner to 
be an adulterer or an adulteress, because the offending mate has already
become one. Divorce for porneia is just reflecting the fact that the
marriage contract has already been broken (See Deut.22:13-27; Matt.
19:9).

Although divorce was allowed for porneia, it was not required. The
person who repents can be forgiven through Jesus' sacrifice:
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"The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman
caught in adultery They made her stand before the group and said
to Jesus, "Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of adultery. In
the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do
you say?" They were using this question as a trap, in order to have a 
basis for accusing him. But Jesus bent down and started to write on
the ground with his finger. When they kept on questioning him, he
straightened up and said to them, "If any one of you is without sin,
let him be the first to throw a stone at her." Again he stooped down
and wrote on the ground. At this, those who heard began to go away 
one at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus was left, with the
woman still standing there. Jesus straightened up and asked her,
"Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?" No one, 
sir," she said. "Then neither do I condemn you," Jesus declared.
"Go now and leave your life of sin" (Jn.8:3-11 NIV).

Ideally, the sins of porneia should be solved through repentance and
forgiveness whenever possible.

PAST SINS CAN BE FORGIVEN

God forgives past sins of ignorance:

"In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now he commands
all people everywhere to repent"  (Acts 17:30 NIV).

People who have been divorced and remarried before conversion
begin their new life in Christ in their present married condition. God
blots out all their past errors, including adultery:

"Come now, and let us reason together, says the Lord: though your
sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red
like crimson, they shall be as wool" (Isa.1:18 KJV).

"If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins,
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness" (1.Jn.1:9 KJV).

THE EIGHTH COMMANDMENT

In today's society we must use locks, safes, alarms, fences, guards,
and electronic devices to protect private and public property from being
stolen. This system of protection is a sad reminder that the eighth
commandment is not universally being observed. God said from Mount
Sinai, "You shall not steal" (Ex.20:15 NIV), but the world today is not
heeding this command of God.

There are many reasons why people steal. Some steal because of
hunger, but others steal because they are too lazy to work. And some
simply steal as a method of getting something for nothing. Some feel
they do not receive enough pay from their employer, so they justify
stealing as payment that is due them; however, most steal because of
greed.
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Jesus plainly states that it is the evil man that covets the property of
others:

"He went on: "What comes out of a man is what makes him 'un-
clean.' For from within, out of men's hearts, come evil thoughts,
sexual immorality, theft, murder, . . ." ( Mk.7:20-21 NIV).

"Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the Kingdom of
God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexual immoral nor idolaters
nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders nor
thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers
will inherit the kingdom of God" (1.Cor.6:9-10 NIV).

In his letter to the Ephesian Church,  Paul declares:

"He who has been stealing must steal no longer, but must work,
doing something useful with his own hands, that he may have
something to share with those in need" (Eph.4:28 NIV).

God places a higher value on human life than on material goods.
Kidnaping (stealing a person) carried the death penalty, but the penalty
for stealing property was restitution of the goods plus a specific fine
depending on the value of the property and other factors:

"If a man steals an ox or a sheep and slaughters it or sells it, he must 
pay back five head of cattle for the ox and four sheep for the sheep"
(Ex.22:1 NIV).

If the original property had been sold or destroyed and cannot be
returned; therefore, restitution was more costly.

"If the stolen animal is found alive in his possession—whether ox or
donkey or sheep—he must pay back double"  (Ex.22:4 NIV). 

Borrowing something with the intention of not returning it is stealing:

"The wicked borrow and do not repay, but the righteous give
generously"  (Psa.37:21 NIV).

Included in the letter and the spirit of the eighth commandment are
extortion, fraud, and deceit for the purpose of illegally taking something
from another person. See Lev.6:1-5; 19:11-13; Deut.19:14; 25:13-16;
27:17.

The biblical record shows it is the spirit of the law that is important.
Desiring the things that belong to someone else is committing theft in the 
heart. Stealing is the taking of something that is not rightfully yours to
take, no matter what it is.
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THE NINTH COMMANDMENT

"You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor" (Ex.20:
16 NIV). 

The violation of this commandment has been the root of much doubt,
suspicion, and feelings of insecurity for mankind throughout the ages.
People are not capable of telling the whole truth all the time because they
lack perfect perception and recall. Therefore, God initiated a safety
factor: "Every matter must be established by the testimony of two or three 
witnesses" (2.Cor.13:1 NIV). (See also 1.Tim.5:19).

God gave this law to protect the innocent from the inability of people
to recall all of the truth and liars with malicious intent (Deut.17:6-7).
Protection through this system depends on the character of the witnesses. 
With people who are trying to be honest, this law gives some measure of
protection. However, because so many are not consistently truthful this
law is virtually ineffectual in today's world:

"For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual
immorality, theft, false testimony, slander"  (Matt.15:19 NIV).

The primary reason for the ninth commandment is to instruct people
that they are not to knowingly lie. To tell untruths knowingly with the
intent to deceive is a sin punishable by death. Even falsehoods told
unknowingly can cause serious problems.

The English word false in Exodus 20:16 is translated from the
Hebrew word sheqer, which can be translated as untruth, deceitful,
deception by lying, and corruption of truth. Thus, a lie is a statement
known to be untrue, that is made with the intent to deceive.

Satan introduced lying and deception to man and is actively promot-
ing it today (Jn.8:44):

"For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the
rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world 
and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms"
(Eph.6:12 NIV).

Satan doesn't want the laws of God written in the hearts and minds of
mankind. He hates truth, which includes God's word. The parable of the
wheat and tares is an example of how Satan creates complex situations to
destroy God the Father's children (Matt.13:37-43). Although Satan's
servants  appear as righteous individuals,  the Father knows his children
and will eventually separate them from Satan's servants.

Satan is very effective at deception, because he mixes truth into his
lies. God always tells the truth (Heb.6:18); thus, if Satan always lied,
there would be no difficulty in discerning truth. However, Satan's goal is
to confuse mankind by telling a mixture of truths, half-truths, and
outright lies. Most of humanity follow this same pattern of deception by
mixing truth with untruth to serve their own needs.
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THE TENTH COMMANDMENT

When God created Adam and Eve, they were given free access to
their needs, such as food, water, and shelter. Moreover, they were
guaranteed equal access to the Creator yet they lacked the character to be
content with what they had been given. 

Humans have the ability to reason and the free will to choose and act
but most are not satisfied with their  share of life, which leads to looking
at others and coveting what others have. Remember, Eve began coveting
(unlawfully desired) the fruit of a tree that was not hers to have.

The tenth commandment expresses God's will concerning wrongful
desires: "You shall not covet your neighbor's house. You shall not covet
your neighbor's wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or
donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor" (Ex.20:17 NIV).
This commandment clearly defines unlawful desire and its violation as a
root of other wrong feelings, attitudes, and actions, which lead to the
breaking of other commandments. Covetousness is an unlawful desire to
possess things that belong to others.

Covetousness is a root cause in this world of the 'have' and 'have-
nots.' Because of covetousness, opportunity to succeed is controlled in
almost every nation in the world. Selfish legislation, influence, customs,
traditions, and manipulations have been used to control freedom and
equality.

The key to godliness is contentment, which is the opposite of covet-
ousness:

"He who has been stealing must steal no longer, but must work,
doing something useful with his own hands, that he may have
something to share with those in need"  (Eph.4:28 NIV).

"Then he said to them, "Watch out! Be on your guard against all
kinds of greed [unlawful desire]; a man's life does not consist in the
abundance of his possessions"  (Lk.12:15 NIV).

God shows that sharing is a way of life and love. Most people
measure success by wealth, whereas God measures success by love.

Coveting involves more than things or power. Excessive desire of
anything can be covetous: "Treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of
pleasure rather than lovers of God"  (2.Tim.3:4 NIV). Faithful believers
should have every reason not to serve desires of the flesh, because God is
their source of help and balance.

"Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature:
sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is
idolatry. Because of these, the wrath of God is coming"  (Col.3:5-6
NIV).
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Love overcomes covetousness. Love that comes from God's spirit is
the most important gift a person can give to another:

"Do to others as you would have them do to you . . .. But love your
enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get
anything back. Then your reward will be great, and you will be sons
of the Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked . . 
.. Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and
you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven" 
(Lk.6:31, 35, 37 NIV).  

Indeed, the commandments are a tremendous blessing toward living a 
life that God blesses. They develop harmony in families, society, and
life, which is what God wants for all the world to eventually have. But
today, the elect represent a very small portion of humanity. They are the
vanguard who are supposed to be living this way, upholding this way,
and teaching this way. And they will have a part in teaching this way to
the entire world.

THE TWO GREAT COMMANDMENTS

In Matthew 22 Jesus Christ says that the whole law was held together
by just two commandments:

"And when the multitude heard this, they were astonished at his
doctrine. But when the Pharisees had heard that he had put the
Sadducees to silence, they were gathered together. Then one of
them, which was a lawyer, asked him a question, tempting him, and
saying, Master, which is the great commandment in the law? Jesus
said to him, You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,
and with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the first and
great commandment. And second is like to it, You shall love your
neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments hang all the law
and the prophets"  (Matt.22:33-40 KJV). See also Deut.6:5.

THE FIRST GREAT COMMANDMENT

"Jesus said to him, You shall love the Lord your God with all your
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the first
and great commandment"  (Matt.22:37-38 KJV).

The first part of this commandment says to "love God with all your
heart."  What does it mean to love God with your heart?

The Heart

The Bible indicates that the heart is the director of one's house or
body. The heart is the place where thoughts are formulated, directed,  and 
multiplied. And it is a place where ideas of various kinds direct the
actions of the body. The heart is the center of an individual, where
thoughts enter, grow, and expand.
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Throughout the scriptures we see that the heart needs to be cleansed:

"The Lord smelled the pleasing aroma and said in his heart: "Never
again will I curse the ground because of man, even though every
inclination of his heart is evil from childhood. And never again will
I destroy all living creatures, as I have done"  (Gen.8:21 NIV).

Because the human heart is evil from its youth, how can we have a
pure heart? The answer is that humans need a change of heart. The writer
to the Hebrews speaks of God's promise to change the human heart as a
part of God's new covenant with national Israel and the rest of humanity: 

"For this is the covenant [agreement] that I will make with the
house  of Israel after those days, says the Lord; I will  put my laws
into their mind, and write them in their hearts: and I will be to them
a God, and they shall be to me a people"  (Heb.8:10 KJV).

 "This  is  the  covenant that I will make with them  after those days,
says the Lord, I will put my laws into their hearts, and in their
minds will I write them; And their sins and iniquities will I
remember no more. Now where remission of these is, there is no
more offering for sin"  (Heb.10:16-18 KJV).

The Mind

"You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all
your soul, and with all your mind. This is the first and great
commandment"  (Matt.22:37-38).

Just as the temple was cleansed with blood by the priesthood, one's
mind must be cleansed by the blood of Christ, because it is the present
dwelling place of God's holy spirit. When this is done, the mind becomes
pure and clean—a place where God, through his spirit, can dwell.

Because we are human, have free will, and a proclivity to sin, our
hearts can be evil or good according to what we do with what enters into
them. If teachings of evil or falsehood are internalized, they can bring
forth the fruits of evil and death. Teachings of truth and good will bring
forth fruits that result in eternal life. Whatever we see and hear enters into 
our mind. And if we do not put those things that are evil out of our minds, 
we will bring the death penalty on ourselves.

In Matthew 22:37, the English word mind is translated from the
Greek word dianoia, which means wholly or with all your being. The
scripture that Jesus quoted from says to love God with all one's might
(i.e., with one's whole being). See Deut.6:5. To love God with one's
whole being includes all that one is, as well as one's physical wealth.
When one worships God with their whole being, God and his ways take
priority over everything else in one's life.

89

 



The Soul

"And you shall love the Lord your God . . . with all your soul."

What is a soul? A human being is  a soul. When "Christ poured out
his soul to death," he poured out the part of his body that sustains
life—the blood. Every part of our body depends on the blood, and the
condition of our blood determines our health. When the blood no longer
meets the necessities of the body, the body dies, just as Christ’s body
died after he poured out his soul (his blood).

"Therefore I will give him a portion among the great, and he will
divide the spoils with the strong, because he [Christ] poured out his
life to death, and was num bered with the trans gres sors. For he bore
the sin of many, and made in ter ces sion for the trans gres sors"
(Isa.53:12 NIV).

If the body is the soul, the essential part of soul is the blood. More-
over, the body takes direction from the heart and mind. If one has
complete control of their mind, they can control their soul, body, or flesh, 
which makes it possible to overcome evil and love God. However, this is
very difficult as we can see by looking at what the apostle Paul had to say 
about keeping the flesh under control and in subjection to the mind:

"We know that the law is spiritual; but I am unspiritual, sold as a
slave to sin. I do not understand what I do. For what I want to do I
do not do, but what I hate I do. And if I do what I do not want to do, I
agree that the law is good. As it is, it is no longer I myself who do it,
but it is sin living in me. I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, 
in my sinful nature. For I have the desire to do what is good, but I
cannot carry it out.  For what I do is not the good I want to do; no,
the evil I do not want to do—this I keep on doing. Now if I do what I
do not want to do, it is no longer I who do it, but it is sin living in me
that does it.'  (Rom.7:14-20 NIV).

"So I find this law at work: When I want to do good, evil is right
there with me. For in my inner being I delight in God's law; but I see 
another law at work in the members of my body, waging war
against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of
sin at work within my members. What a wretched man I am! Who
will rescue me from this body of death? Thanks be to God—through
Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, I myself in my mind am a slave to
God's law, but in the sinful nature a slave to the law of sin"
(Rom.7:21-25 NIV).

The Heart, Mind, and Body Connection

The heart and mind of a person directs the life of that person; there-
fore, it is very important to watch what we allow to enter into our hearts
and  minds. If we allow lies and hatred into our hearts and minds our
minds will naturally direct our body to sin. In order to love God with "all
your heart" you must strive to keep your  mind full of the things of God
and eliminate the things that oppose God and his way of life.
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Matthew 22:37 could easily be translated as follows :

"You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all
your life, and with all your thoughts."

How do you worship (i.e., show your love to God) with your whole
existence? One way is to bring him gifts or offerings from your labors.
Another and more important way is to keep your mind (God's holy place) 
free from all sin. One should replace all sin with the ways of God. But if
you do not worship God with your abundance (physical substance), you
are neglecting the first and Great Commandment.

If we love God with all of our being, we will share the fruits of our
labor with him, our fellow Christians, and our fellow man in the form of
gifts and offerings. More importantly, we will give of ourselves to help
others who are in need. When we do this, we also obey the second Great
Commandment to love our neighbors.

What is the one thing that causes your mind to be strong and able to
control the rest of your body so that you can fulfill the first Great
Commandment?

Strength comes from the spirit from heaven that washes away the past 
and endues us with the holy spirit that elevates us above the will of the
flesh and the darkness that once engulfed us. If we are in submission to
the holy spirit, we put the deeds of the flesh to death. Then, our souls can
act in accordance with life:

"Therefore, brothers, we have an obligation—but it is not to the
sinful nature, to live according to it. For if  you live according to the
sinful nature, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the
misdeeds of the body, you will live"  (Rom.8:12-13 NIV).

The holy spirit is the governing power of mercy and justice that sees
beyond the physical realm and establishes us as a holy person. The holy
spirit enables us to obey the holy, righteous law of God:

Romans 7:7-25 NIV

"What shall we say, then? Is the law sin? Certainly not! Indeed I
would not have known what sin was except through the law. For I
would not have known what coveting really was if the law had not
said, "Do not covet." But sin, seizing the opportunity afforded by the 
commandment, produced in me every kind of covetous desire. For
apart from law, sin is dead. Once I was alive apart from law; but
when the commandment came, sin sprang to life and I died. I found
that the very commandment that was intended to bring life actually
brought death. For sin, seizing the opportunity afforded by the
commandment, deceived me, and through the commandment put me 
to death. So then, the law is holy, and the commandment is holy,
righteous and good' (vs.7-12).
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"Did that which is good, then, become death to me? By no means!
But in order that sin might be recognized as sin, it produced death
in me through what was good, so that through the commandment
sin might become utterly sinful' (v13).

"We know that the law is spiritual; but I am unspiritual, sold as a
slave to sin. I do not understand what I do. For what I want to do I
do not do, but what I hate I do. And if I do what I do not want to do, I
agree that the law is good. As it is, it is no longer I myself who do it,
but it is sin living in me. I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, 
in my sinful nature. For I have the desire to do what is good, but I
cannot carry it out. For what I do is not the good I want to do; no,
the evil I do not want to do—this I keep on doing. Now if I do what I
do not want to do, it is no longer I who do it, but it is sin living in me
that does it' (vs.14-20).

"So I find this law at work: When I want to do good, evil is right
there with me. For in my inner being I delight in God's law; but I see 
another law at work in the members of my body, waging war
against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of
sin at work within my members. What a wretched man I am! Who
will rescue me from this body of death? Thanks be to God—through
Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, I myself in my mind am a slave to
God's law, but in the sinful nature a slave to the law of sin"
(vs.21-25).

THE EXAMPLE OF PETER

In order to love God with all our might and heart, we must first allow
the holy spirit to direct our lives. Moreover, we must be in subjection and 
harmony with God through obedience to the truth. Thereby, our lives
become perfect. This concept is conveyed in the following scripture:

"Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that
you have sincere love for your brothers, love one another deeply,
from the heart"  (1.Pet.1:22 NIV).

The only way humans can have control over the lust of the flesh (the
physical body) is with the help of the holy spirit. With this help, one can
establish a heart, mind, and power center that will have the power to
direct one's life. Then, one's life will be in subjection to and in harmony
with the things pertaining to gaining eternal life.

The key to eternal life is the first Great Commandment:

"You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all
your life, and with all your thoughts."

THE SECOND GREAT COMMANDMENT

"And the second is like it [the first]: 'Love your neighbor as
yourself'"  (Matt.22:39 NIV).
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The second Great Commandment also commands us to love. It
instructs us to love our neighbor as ourselves. The whole law is
performed by loving God and loving one's neighbor. All the other
commandments and laws of God that are meant to govern the behavior of 
humanity toward God and fellow humans are built on the foundation of
these two Great Commandments.

When one is able to perform these two Great Commandments, one
has  performed all of the things God desires one to do, and the rest of the
commandments and laws of God will become easy to perform. More-
over, one will have met all of the righteous demands contained in the
Law and the Prophets.

If one truly understands these two Great Commandments, one will
have no trouble understanding that it is necessary to obey the Ten
Commandments and that they have not been done away with by Jesus
Christ.

EXAMINE YOURSELF

To what extent do you personally love God? Remember that to love
God with all your heart means to have a mind that has been cleansed
from all sin, purged of false teachings and evil behaviors that lead to
darkness and death, and filled with the goodness of God that will bring
everlasting life.

To love God one must be striving to have one's entire life subject to
the will of God. Moreover, one must love God with all of one's being and
be a good steward of whatever things that God has given them.

WHAT WILL YOU DO?

Now that you know the biblical truth about the Ten Commandments
of God and the law of God, what will you do? James, the brother of Jesus
Christ, writes:

"Therefore to the one who knows to do good, and does  not do it, to
that one it is sin" (Jms.4:17).

Will you continue in sin or will you repent and turn from sin? Will
you choose the way of sin, which leads to eternal death: "For the wages
of sin [the transgression of the law] is death; but the gift of God is eternal 
life through Jesus Christ our Lord" (Rom.6:23). Or will you chose God's
way, which leads to eternal life through Jesus Christ.

The Choice Is Yours - Choose Life! 

By B.L. Cocherell and C. E. Barrett                                                                       b4w5
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___  CHAPTER ___                                                                             
SIX

THE WRITTEN AND THE ORAL LAW

————————————–————————

Today, most people  who profess to follow the God of the Bible know
virtually nothing about the hundreds of statutes, judgements, and com-
mandments codified in the Bible or the oral law that explains them. This
condition exists because most have been taught to dismiss these laws as
ancient Jewish laws that have no relevance to Christians and even less to
do with one's salvation because of the sacrifice of Christ. 

Many people who seek to practice God's law have great difficulty in
understanding not only the basic concepts and principles of specific laws 
but also how to apply them. Compounding the problem of understanding
and applying God's law is the fact that it was written concisely with little
or no explanation as to its application. Also, it was written in the ancient
Hebrew language without sentences, punctuation, or vowels, which
brings into question the meaning of many words and phrases when
attempting to decipher the original text. Add to this that many centuries
have passed since the law was recorded and that there is very little
recorded history about the application of the law during the early
centuries after its codification.

How can a person understand God's law and apply it today? In order
to answer this question one must first understand some history surround-
ing the giving of the law and its application after it was given. This
information is necessary not only to know how the law was understood
and applied in ancient Israel, but also for the law to be understood and
applied within the Sovereign Father's holy nation of kings and priests
today.

ANCIENT ISRAEL

The Creator God gave Moses a set of ten foundational laws that he
wrote on stone tablets. Moses was also given another set of laws which
were  based on the first ten and told to record them and teach them to the
Israelites. It is these laws which form the written law of God:

"And the Lord said to Moses, Come up to me into the mount, and be
there: and I will give you tables of stone, and a law, and command-
ments which I have written; that you may teach them" (Ex.24:12
KJV) See also Ex.31:18; Deut.4.12-14.

"And he said to Moses, Come up to the Lord, you, and Aaron,
Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel; and worship
you afar off. And Moses alone shall come near the Lord: but they
shall not come near; neither shall the people go up with him. And
Moses came and told the people all the words of the Lord, and all
the judgments: and all the people answered with one voice, and
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said, All the words which the Lord has said will we do. And Moses
wrote all the words of the Lord, and rose up early in the morning,
and built an altar under the hill, and twelve pillars, according to the 
twelve tribes of Israel. And he sent young men of the children of
Israel, which offered burnt offerings, and sacrificed peace offerings 
of oxen to the Lord. And Moses took half of the blood, and put it in
basins; and half of the blood he sprinkled on the altar. And he took
the book of the covenant, and read in the audience of the people:
and they said, All that the Lord has said will we do, and be obedient. 
And Moses took the blood, and sprinkled it on the people, and said,
Behold the blood of the covenant, which the Lord has made with you 
concerning all these words"  (Ex.24:1-8 KJV).

"And it came to pass, when Moses had made an end of writing the
words of this law in a book, until they were finished, That Moses
commanded the Levites, which bare the ark of the covenant of the
Lord, saying, Take this book of the law, and put it in the side of the
ark of the covenant of the Lord your God, that it may be there for a
witness against you"  (Deut.31:24-26 KJV).

The Creator gave Moses the task of explaining, implementing, and
applying his law to the nation of Israel and Moses recorded the law of
God exactly as it was dictated to him in a very concise manner without
great detail or explanation.

In addition to his role as a prophet to Israel, he was given the role of its 
law-giver and administrator of the law. Because the nation of Israel was
very large and the problems many, Moses soon found himself consumed
with the administration of the law:

"And Jethro, Moses' father-in-law, took a burnt offering and sacri-
fices for God: and Aaron came, and all the elders of Israel, to eat
bread with Moses' father-in-law before God. And it came to pass on
the next day, that Moses sat to judge the people: and the people
stood by Moses from the morning to the evening. When Moses'
father-in-law saw all that he did to the people, he said, What is this
thing that you do to the people? why do you sit alone, and all the
people stand before you from morning to evening? And Moses said
to his father-in-law, Because the people come to me to inquire of
God: When they have a matter, they come to me; and I judge be-
tween one and another, and I make known the statutes of God, and
his laws"  (Ex.18:12-16 KJV Para.).

Although Moses was diligent in his pursuit of obedience to God in
every detail, he had not learned to delegate authority to others:

"And Moses' father-in-law said to him, The thing that you do is not
good. You will surely wear away, both you, and the people with you: 
because this is to big a task for you; you cannot do  it alone. Listen
to me, I will give you some advice, and God shall be with you: You
stand before God for these people, so that you can bring their prob-
lems to him: And you make them aware of the ordinances and laws,
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and show them the way in which they must walk, and the work that
they must do. Moreover, you should search for men of ability from
among the people, that fear God, men of truth, hating covetousness; 
and place such over them, to be rulers of thousands, and rulers of
hundreds, rulers of fifties, and rulers of tens: And let them judge the
people at all times: and it shall be, that every great matter they shall 
bring to you, but every small matter they shall judge: And you shall
make it easy on yourself, and let these men bear the burden with
you. If you shall do this thing, and God command you, you will be
able to endure, and so will the people and they will go in peace to
their place"  (Ex.18:I7-23 Para).

Moses father-in-law put forth a very simple solution to his problem.
He advised Moses on the institution of an efficient system of judges
which would deal with the minor, day-to-day problems that would occur
in Israel, leaving only the more difficult problems for Moses to deal with.

Moses took Jethro's advice and chose men who were ethical and
moral, and who had the proper fear and respect for God. Moses set these
men as judges for the people to appeal to in all matters concerning the
application and explanation of  God's law. If a problem was too difficult
for the judges to render a decision, these men would bring the matter to
Moses. If Moses could not resolve the issue, he would ask God for a
decision.

Today, most nation's civil and criminal laws are interpreted and
applied to specific situations through a system of judges. If a lower court
cannot determine how to apply the law the case is passed upward through 
the court system until a ruling is made about how to apply the law in that
particular situation. In similar fashion, the priests and judges of Israel
interpreted God's law and applied it to specific situations. However, if
those in authority could not make a determination and resolve an issue
after reviewing the written and the oral law, the Creator God was asked
to give a ruling.

A Difficult Issue

As the Israelites camped in the wilderness, a difficult issue arose
about the Sabbath and how to apply the written law in a specific circum-
stance:

"And while the children of Israel were in the wilderness, they found
a man that gathered sticks on the Sabbath day. And they that found
him gathering sticks brought him to Moses and Aaron, and to all the 
congregation. And they put him in ward, because it was not
declared what should be done to him. And the Lord said to Moses,
The man shall be surely put to death: all the congregation shall
stone him with stones without the camp"  (Num.15:32-35 KJV).
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The written law regulating Sabbath observance states that it must be
kept holy and performing certain physical activities during this day are
prohibited. But, simply refraining from certain activities on the Sabbath
does not totally fulfill the command to keep it holy. If one is to  keep the
Sabbath holy a further explanation of how to observe it is needed. There-
fore, an authority must exist in order to define and explain Sabbath
observance.

Judicial Authority and Power

The Creator sanctioned the system of judges that Moses set up to
resolve problems about the application of the law within national Israel.
These were the first men to sit in Moses' seat of authority and they were
delegated authority directly under Moses. Therefore, their judgments
had the same legal weight  as if their judgments  had come directly from
Moses himself  who derived his authority directly from the Creator God.
This system of judges also included a court of  last resort for matters too
difficult to be decided at a lower level:

"If cases come before your courts that are too difficult for you to
judge–whether bloodshed, lawsuits or assaults–take them to the
place the Lord your God will choose. Go to the priests, who are
Levites, and to the judge who is in office at that time. Inquire of them 
and they will give you the verdict. You must act according to the
decisions they give you at the place the Lord will choose. Be careful
to do everything they direct you to do. Act according to the law they
teach you and the decisions they give you. Do not turn aside from
what they tell you, to the right or to the left. The man who shows
contempt for the judge or for the priest who stands ministering there 
to the Lord your God must be put to death. You must purge the evil
from Israel. All the people will hear and be afraid, and will not be
contemptuous again"  (Deut.17:8-13 NIV).  See also Ex.18:13-26. 

The decisions that came from these men or from God through these
men were binding on the specific matter in question, as well as binding
on all other cases throughout national Israel that fit these particular
circumstances. These decisions became law and any Israelite who failed
to follow these rulings was to be put to death for showing disrespect for
the judges and contempt for God and his law.

THE ORAL LAW

The foundational law that Moses received from God and then codi-
fied is called the written law. The decisions and judgements made and
authorized by God through Moses, the judges, and the priesthood is
called the oral law. It is clear from many scriptures that the oral law had
just as much weight in national Israel as the written law.

Because much is not explained in the written law, it makes sense that
some sort of commentary was always needed to accompany it. The oral
law is a legal commentary on the written law and explains how it is to be
applied.
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The written law gives the foundational guiding principles and con-
cepts, while the oral law reveals the practical application of the written
law. The following are some foundational written laws which the oral
law either explains or is used for determining implementation or appli-
cation:

Meat with Milk

Three times the written law says, "You shall not boil a kid in his
mother's milk" (Ex.23:19). See also Ex.34:26; Deut.14:21.

The English word kid is translated from the Hebrew word gediy,
which means a young goat. Although the word gediy clearly identifies
the animal to which this law applies, this law is not as simple to under-
stand as it seems. The English word milk is translated from the Hebrew
word chalab, which can be pronounced halab (i.e., milk) or haleb (i.e.,
fat) depending on whether or not vowel marks are used with the Hebrew
letters. Whether the meaning of the Hebrew word is milk or fat makes a
huge difference in the law's application. The oral law defines the word
chalab as milk, hence the Jewish tradition of keeping milk and milk
products separate from meat.

The Beard Law

"You shall not round the corners of your heads, neither shall you
mar the corners of your beard"  (Lev.19:27 KJV).

"And the Lord said to Moses, Speak to the priests the sons of Aaron . 
. . A leader shall not defile himself among his people to pollute
himself; they shall not make baldness on their head, neither shall
they shave off  the corner of  their beard, nor make any cuttings in
their flesh"   (Lev.21:1, 4-5).

The beard law has two applications: one for men of the general
population, and one for the priesthood. The scriptures say that the reason
for wearing a full beard has to do with being holy. Although there is
much said about the beard in the scriptures, there are many questions
about the wearing and shaving off of the beard and the trimming of the
mustache that go unanswered. Although the oral law does speak to many
issues concerning the wearing of a full beard, there are many differing
rabbinical opinions about this subject which obscure the true meaning of
this law. Even though this is the case, the oral law still guides orthodox
Jewish men in this matter.

Tassels on Garments

"The Lord said to Moses, Speak to the Israelites and say to them:
'Throughout the generations to come you are to make tassels on the
corners of your garments, with a blue cord on each tassel. You will
have these tassels to look at and so you will remember all the
commands of the Lord, that you may obey them and not prostitute
yourselves by going after the lusts of your own hearts and eyes.
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Then you will remember to obey all my commands and will be
consecrated to your God"   (Num.15:37-40 NIV).

The law says to put tassels/fringes on one's garments and also gives
the reason they are to be put there. However, no instruction is given as to
how many are to be applied, their length, or the material out of which
they are to be made.

Within the Talmud and the Mishnah are  many differing opinions as
to the application this law. What is clear from the biblical record is that
this law does not apply to the Sovereign Father's new creation, because
they have his law written in their mind; therefore, this physical reminder
does not apply to them. See 2.Cor.3:1-3; Heb.10:15-16; Rom.2:10-16;
Jer.31:33-36.

A KEY

Without the oral law, most of God's laws which were codified by
Moses could not have been implemented, applied, or practiced by
national Israel with any degree of continuity. Moreover, without the
stability of the oral law to guide the nation through the centuries, the
interpretation and application of the written law would have fluctuated
over time as each new generation attempted to interpret each law to fit
their particular circumstances. Although some of the original oral law
has been adapted through the centuries to fit new circumstances, the oral
law as originally handed down is basically intact.

The oral law is a key to understanding the written law and the key to
understanding much of what Jesus and the apostles taught. Without
understanding that the oral law which existed during Jesus' time was the
basis for the teachings and decisions of Jesus and the apostles, much of
what they said seems to be independent thought that stands alone in
concept and principle. However, when what they said is understood in
the light of the written and oral law, each subject's true intent and the
richness of concepts and principles blossoms forth in full beauty for all
who have God's spirit to see. 

How important is the oral law? Without understanding that the oral
law was the basis for much of the teachings and decisions of Jesus and
the apostle's, it is virtually impossible to know why they said many of the 
things they did. Without taking into account the oral law, the awesome
truths put forth by Jesus and the apostles can only be partially under-
stood.

JESUS AND THE LAW

Before Jesus' human existence, he was the Creator God who pre-
sented God's law to Moses in order for him to give it to the Israelites who
were to be his holy nation of priests. When the Creator God came to earth 
as the Messiah, he clarified and magnified God's law and instructed those 
who would become his heavenly Father's holy nation of kings and priest
in the spiritual concepts, principles, and application of the law:
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"Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am
not come to destroy, but to fulfil"  (Matt.5:17 KJV).

Many theologians and professing Christian leaders say that, in fulfill- 
ing the Law, Jesus did away with it. However, does this make any sense?
How could Jesus not destroy the Law and still destroy it?

The English word destroy is translated from the Greek word
kataluoo, which means tear down, demolish, do away with, abolish,
annul, make invalid. Jesus said that we were not even to think that he
would destroy or abolish the law! Yet, how many millions of professing
Christians not only think he did, but actually believe he did?

The English word fulfill is translated from the Greek word elaruoo,
which means to fill to the full, to complete, to make full, to fulfill by
doing. It is impossible to fill something up and empty and destroy it at the 
same time.

"I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the
smaller letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means
disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished"  (Matt.5:
18 Para.).

Is heaven and earth still here? Yes! Has everything in God's Word
been fulfilled? No! Is the Law of God still in effect? Yes! Jesus says it is!

"Anyone who breaks one of  the  least of these commandments and 
teaches others to do the same will be called least [Greek: 'less than
nothing'] in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and
teaches these commandments will be called great in the kingdom of
heaven"  (Matt.5:19 Para.). 

Foretelling the advent of Christ, Isaiah was inspired to write:

"The Lord is well pleased for his righteousness sake; he will
magnify the law, and make it honorable"  (Isa.42:21 KJV).

The English word magnify is translated from a Hebrew word which
means to make great or cause to be great. This is exactly what Jesus
Christ did to fulfill the law to its fullest. He magnified the law by
showing how good and beneficial it is.

The God of Israel (who became Jesus Christ) gave the law of God (the 
Sovereign God), which includes the Ten Commandments. When he gave 
these laws, he fully intended for Israel to keep the letter of the law. In
return, they would be given tremendous physical blessings. See Deut.
chp.28.

"Oh, that their hearts would be inclined to fear me and keep all my
commands always, so that it might go well with them and their 
children  forever!"  (Deut.5:29 NIV).
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Throughout Jesus' ministry, he expounded the  precepts and princi-
ples of his Father's laws and explained that these laws must become a part 
of a person's attitude and behavior if one is to be a true follower of God
and expects to enter the Family and Kingdom of God as a spirit-being.

When trying to understand what Jesus taught about the law, one must
understand that he was explaining the law and its application to a people
who were well versed in the written and the oral law as it applied to their
generation.

The following are a few examples of what Jesus taught as new law
and what he taught as an expanded understanding of existing law.

A New Judicial System

Just as Moses set forth a judicial system within Israel, Jesus set forth a 
judicial system to adjudicate problems concerning the law and its
application within his Father's earthly family. Matthew, chapter 18,
records the judicial system set in place by Jesus. When reading this
chapter, it becomes evident that all who are of the Sovereign Father's
household must participate in this judicial system at one level or another.
None are exempt from service, because all are kings and priests in the
Father's holy nation. Chapter 18 also shows that, if one willfully circum-
vents this legal system or does not pay attention to the tribunal's verdict,
that person must be punished as dictated by the law that governs the
elect. The judicial system set forth for the Father's household is new law
and only applies, at this time, to those who are the Father's earthly
children.

A New Commandment 

"A new commandment I give to you, That you love one another; as I
have loved you, that you also love one another. By this shall all men
know that you are my disciples, if you have love one to another"
(Jn.13:34-35 KJV).

This new commandment of love goes beyond the love that normal
humans have for each other and enters in to the realm of godly love,
which Jesus Christ exhibited when he came to earth and sacrificed his
life in order to free people from the penalty of sin.

Just Compensation

Under the laws of retribution given to ancient Israel, a person who
wronged another person was to give just compensation for the damage
that he caused:

"If men strive, and hurt a woman with child, so that her fruit depart
from her, and yet no mischief follow: he shall be surely punished,
according as the woman's husband will lay on him; and he shall pay 
as the judges determine. And if any mischief follow, then thou  shall
give life for life, Eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for
foot, Burning for burning, wound for wound, stripe for stripe. And if 
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a man smite the eye of his servant, or the eye of his maid, that it
perish; he shall let him go free for his eye's sake. And if he smite out
his manservant's tooth, or his maidservant's tooth; he shall let him
go free for his tooth's sake" (Ex.21:22-28 KJV). See also Ex.21:
29-31; Lev.24:18-22; Deut.1:16;16:18.

Jesus expands on this law to show its true moral and spiritual intent
and therefore makes what he says oral law that is binding on the Father's
elect:

"You have heard that it has been said, An eye for an eye, and a tooth
for a tooth: But I say to you, That you resist not evil: but whosoever
shall smite you on your right cheek, turn to him the other also. And
if any man will sue you at the law, and take away your coat, let him
have your cloak also. . . That you may be the children of your Father 
which is in heaven: for he makes his sun to rise on the evil and on
the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust" (Matt.
5:38-40, 45 KJV).

Because the scriptures do not contradict themselves we know that
those who follow the teachings of Christ and the apostles must resist evil
(Lk.6:43-46; Jn.5:28-29; Eph.4:27); therefore, there must be a logical
explanation of Jesus' instructions, "But I say to you, That you resist not
evil." The understanding of what Jesus said is found in the Greek
language.

The English word evil is translated from the Greek word poneros,
which is an adjective meaning hurtful, ethically evil, bad, or malicious.
Moreover, poneros is used in the context of being compensated for a
loss.

Jesus is explaining that, if a person has caused a loss to another
individual and that person is seeking unjust compensation,  the person at
fault should not resist the injustice that is being perpetrated against them,
but be willing to go beyond what is reasonable in order to fulfill their
obligation to make restitution.

Adultery

"You have heard that it was said by them of old time, You shall not
commit adultery: But I say to you, That whoever looks on a woman
to lust after her has committed adultery with her already in his
heart"   (Matt.5:27-28 KJV).

Jesus explains that the violation of the law concerning adultery is not
only a physical act but can also be performed in one's mind through
unrighteous desires (i.e., lust). Therefore, the act of adultery can be
accomplished in one's mind whether or not the overt act is performed.
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MOSES' SEAT

During Christ's time, the Scribes, Pharisees, and other educated men
sat in Moses' seat. These men made judgements about a wide variety of
subjects including the applications and violations of God's law and the 
establishment and maintenance of a  Calendar Court to calculate and set
the dates when the New Moons and the festivals were to be observed. 

Remember that these men were scholars of the law and would not
have knowingly misapplied the law, because they knew that the penalty
for doing so was death. However, their interpretation of the written law
was sometimes very harsh and lacked the true spiritual intent of the law,
as evidenced by what Jesus said about them:

"The scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses' seat: All therefore
whatsoever they bid you observe, that observe and do; but do not
you after their works: for they say, and do not. Because, they impose  
on you harsh rules that they themselves do not even try to keep"
(Matt.23:2-3 Para.). 

Why did Jesus admonish the people to listen to the Scribes and 
Pharisees  and submit to their authority? Jesus was just confirming  what
everyone already knew. No one in Judah contested the fact that the
priesthood, the authorized elders, and the Scribes and Pharisees of the
Sanhedrin were the absolute  authority in such matters as worship and
covenant law. They had the authority to set up and administer a court,
calculate, and sanctify the New Moon and annual observances, and make 
other decisions concerning the application of God's law.

Jesus spoke of  the  authority  of  the Scribes  and  Pharisees in regard
to "Moses' seat," which  is an authority  separate from the authority of
Aaron's descendants (i.e., the Levitical Priesthood). However, it is
important to understand that Jesus' instruction about Moses' seat of
authority was given before his death and resurrection and before the
establishment of the Sovereign Father's holy nation of earthly children
who are subject to both the letter and the spirit of his law, which is
superior to  the oral interpretation of the written law as set forth by those
who sat in Moses' seat.

What was Moses' function and responsibility? Moses was the nation's 
civil leader, lawgiver, judge, prophet, and teacher. History shows that
many of the Scribes and  Pharisees  were not a part of the priesthood but
were among the nation's civil leaders and teachers of the law (e.g., the
apostle Paul who was a Pharisee prior to his conversion was not a Levite;
he was a Benjamite).

Although the Israelites understood much about how to apply the
written law in a physical sense through the oral law, most Israelites had
little understanding of the written law's spiritual intent and meaning.

Much of what Jesus taught is an explanation of the spiritual intent and 
application of the law given to national Israel.
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THE EARLY CHURCH

Where did the apostles get the authority to make decisions regarding
doctrine, the conduct of the elect, and the administration of the church? 
They received their authority from Jesus Christ who is the chief admin-
istrator and high priest of the church. See  Eph.5:23; Heb.3:1.

The scriptures clearly show that Jesus Christ delegated much author-
ity and responsibility for the care and protection of his Father's chosen
people to his apostles who then delegated some of their authority to other 
men, just as Moses had done when he appointed judges over Israel:

"Truly I say to you, Whatsoever you shall bind on earth shall be
bound in heaven: and whatsoever you shall loose on earth shall be
loosed in heaven. Again I say to you, That if two of you shall agree
on earth as touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall be done
for them of my Father which is in heaven. For where two or three
are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them"
(Matt.18:18-20 KJV). See also Matt.16:18-19.

"And Jesus came and spoke to them, he said, All authority is given
to me in heaven and in earth. Go and teach all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the holy spirit, 
teaching them to observe all things I have commanded you; and, lo,
I am with you always, even to the end of the age"  (Matt.28:18-20
Para.).  

The Apostles Judgements and Decisions

 Jesus gave his apostles the responsibility to teach what he had taught
them about the true intent of the written law. Therefore, much of what is
written in the apostle's letters concerns explaining the written law and
making judgements about attitudes and behavior in relation to spiritual
character building as it applies to the Father's elect. Moreover, the
apostles explanations and judgements are considered oral law and are
just as binding on the elect as the written law, because the apostles were
sitting in Christ's seat of authority over the Father's holy nation during
their lifetime, just like those who sat in Moses' seat of authority over
national Israel.

The Apostle Paul  

The Book of Acts records that the apostle Paul was a pharisee who
was taught according to the perfect manner of the law of the fathers (Acts 
22:3); therefore, Paul clearly understood both the written and the oral
law as it applied during his time. Moreover, Paul used his authority as an
apostle to make decisions about the written law, as well as to make law
that is binding on the elect. The following are a few examples of Paul's
decisions about various aspects of the written law as it applies to the
Father's elect today.
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Sexual Sins

"It is reported commonly that there is fornication among you, and
such fornication as is not so much as named among the Gentiles,
that one should have his father's wife. And you are puffed up, and
have not rather mourned, that he that has done this deed might be
taken away from among you. For I verily, as absent in body, but
present in spirit, have judged already, as though I were present,
concerning him that has so done this deed, In the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, when you are gathered together, and my spirit, with
the power of our Lord Jesus Christ, To deliver such an one to Satan
for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the
day of the Lord Jesus"  (1.Cor.5:1-5 KJV).

Separation for Cause

"For the unbelieving husband is sanctified by the wife, and the
unbelieving wife is sanctified by the husband: else were your child-
ren unclean; but now are they holy. But if the unbelieving depart, let 
him depart. A brother or a sister is not under bondage in such
cases: but God has called us to peace "   (1.Cor.7:14-15 KJV).

Avoid the Errant Brethren

"Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that you withdraw yourselves from every brother that walks
disorderly, and not after the tradition which he received of us"
(2.Thes.3:6 KJV).

LOTS

The use lots was a method through which those authorized to use it
were allowed to ask questions of the Creator God and receive answers
from him. This authorization is a major proof that the apostles were
sanctioned by God the Father as the legal authority over his earthly
children.  

Decisions About Life and Death

There are two accounts that show the use of lots to determine the
identity of a person responsible for a sin or a life threatening situation in
which a person was either put to death or sent to his death. The first
account shows the use of lots to determine who had violated God's
instructions about the taking of spoils of war. When the responsible
person was discovered, he was put to death (Jos.7:1-26). The second
account concerns Jonah and his attempt to escape from a responsibility
that God had given him. When the sailors (through the casting of lots)
found that it was Jonah who was responsible for their life threatening
situation, he was cast into the sea to die (Jonah 1:1-15). In both of these
accounts, it was the Creator God who revealed truth through the use of
lots.
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The Proverbs and Lots

"One casts the lot into the lap; but all its decision comes from the
Lord"  (Pro.16:33 Para.).

This proverb clearly shows the use of lots to seek a decision from God 
in matters that could not be determined from the use of the facts at hand.
Although it is not stated in this proverb, it can be assumed that those who
sought a decision from God through the use of lots were in conformity to
his ways, were authorized to access him through this method, and would
abide by the decision he gave them.

"The lot causes arguments to cease, and divides between the
mighty"  (Pro.18:18 Para.).

For those who brought a matter before the Lord and sought insight,
knowledge, or his decision in a matter and abided by what was revealed,
the matter was settled and ceased to be a problem. Again, those  involved
in the matter were most likely righteous in their intention to discover
truth and a righteous judgement.

King David and the Priesthood

In the first book of the Chronicles of the kings of Israel, there are
several accounts of King David and others seeking to understand the will 
of God regarding the division of the priesthood into their various
functions. These accounts show that the method used to determine God's
will in these matters was the use of lots, and that it was considered
prudent to seek the will of God by this method concerning people and
things which would impact how people would serve and worship God.
See 1.Chron.24:31; 25:8; 26:14.

Choosing a Replacement for Judas

Shortly before the Festival of Pentecost in 30 A.D. and the bestowing
of the holy spirit on those who were worthy of  receiving it, the apostles
selected a replacement for Judas who had killed himself:

"And they [the eleven apostles] selected Joseph who was called
Barsabas, who was surnamed Justus, and Matthias. And when they
had prayed, and said, You Lord, who knows the hearts of all men,
show which of these two men you have chosen, that he may take part 
of this ministry and apostleship, from which Judas through
transgression fell . . . And they gave forth their lots; and the lot fell
on Matthias; and he was numbered with the eleven apostles" (Acts
1:23-26 Para).

The following are four very important things which are revealed in
Acts 1:23-26:

1. The apostles were authorized to use lots in order to ascertain God's
will in matters of importance.
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2. The apostles selected two men whom they thought were qualified to
fulfill the responsibilities of an apostle. 

3. They asked God the Father to make the choice between these two
men. 

4. The method they used to have God's will revealed to them was the
use of lots.

It is logical that they would have used this method, because it had
been used for centuries by the authorized civil and spiritual leaders of
Israel to gain certain kinds of knowledge from God and to determine his
will in certain matters. See also Lev.16:7-10; Num.34:13.

THE EDICT OF ACTS 15 

"Forasmuch as we have heard, that certain which went out from us
have troubled you with words, subverting your souls, saying, You
must be circumcised, and keep the law: to whom we gave no such
commandment: It seemed good to us, being assembled with one
accord, to send chosen men to you with our beloved Barnabas and
Paul, Men that have hazarded their lives for the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ. We have sent therefore Judas and Silas, who shall also 
tell you the same things by mouth. For it seemed good to the holy
spirit, and to us, to lay on you no greater burden than these neces-
sary things; That you abstain from meats offered to idols and from
blood, and from  things strangled, and from fornication: from which  
if you keep yourselves, you shall do well. Fare you well" (Acts
15:24-29 Para.).

The edict of Acts, chapter 15 is undeniable proof that the apostles and
elders had the authority to make decisions about the application of the
written law as it applied to the early church and to all who would be
called to salvation before Christ's return.

Whatever these men determined to be lawful and whatever they
instructed to be observed was itself law and is to be followed by the elect. 
Therefore, the apostle's instructions and reprimands given to the early
church set forth either oral law, written law, or guidelines which govern
certain activities, attitudes, and behaviors of the elect. These must be
followed if one is to be in harmony with the Father and Christ. See
Matt.18:18-19.

Notice that all four of the items in the list of things that the Gentiles
were to avoid concern the application of God's written law about the
defilement of the body. The apostle Paul said the following to the
Corinthians about the issue of defilement:

"Don't you know that you are the temple of God, and that the spirit
of God dwells in you? If any man defile the temple of God, him shall
God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which temple you are"
(1.Cor.3:16-17 KJV Para.).
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"What? know you not that he which is joined to an harlot is one
body? for two, says he, shall be one flesh. But he that is joined to the
Lord is one spirit. Flee fornication. Every sin that a man does is
without the body; but he that commits fornication sins against his
own body. What? know you not that your body is the temple of the
holy spirit  which is in you, which you have of God, and you are not
your own? For you are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in 
your body, and in your spirit, which are God's" (1.Cor.6:16-20
KJV).

From the decision of Acts 15 and what the apostle Paul said to the
Corinthians about the bodily temple, we can know that certain of the
laws regarding the defilement of the body are still in effect for all who are 
considered the Father's holy children and that these laws have a spiritual
and a physical meaning. See Ex.12:49; Num.15:16, 29.

A FAMINE OF THE WORD

Today, there is much confusion within both the Jewish and Christian
religions as to the exact meaning and intent of much of the Bible, and
there are countless opinions on any given topic found within the Bible.
This situation makes it extremely difficult for those who are attempting
to truly understand God's laws, precepts, and principles to do so. Where
does one find a book, a teacher, or a group of people who truly under-
stand God and his teachings? Are we living in the times spoken of by the
prophet Amos?:

"Behold, the days come, says the Lord God, that I will send a famine 
in the land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of
hearing the words of the Lord: And they shall wander from sea to
sea, and from the north even to the east, they shall run to and fro to
seek the word of the Lord, and shall not find it. In that day shall the
fair virgins and young men faint for thirst"  (Amos 8:11-13 KJV).

Many professing Christians believe that Amos' prophecy about a
famine of hearing God's word is speaking of the time during the great
tribulation just prior to Christ's return. However, this assumption does
not take into consideration the fact that the Two Witnesses noted in the
Book of Revelation will be proclaiming God's truth and a warning
message to the world with great power for three and a half years before
Christ's return. See Rev.11:3-12.

The English word hearing in Amos 8, verse 11 is translated from the
Hebrew word shama, a  primitive root, which means to hear intelligently
(often with implication of attention and obedience). Knowing that the
Hebrew word shamar means more than just hearing sounds is the key to
understanding the prophecy of Amos. The scriptures clearly show that
God's word will continue to be proclaimed during the great tribulation by 
the Two Witnesses and God's people; therefore, the lack of hearing God's 
word in the context of this prophecy connotes a barrier which will not
allow an understanding of God's word.
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Although it is true that the time frame of Amos'  prophecy covers the
end of this age, this prophecy  also covers many centuries prior to the end 
of the age. In fact, Amos' prophecy is also being fulfilled in this present
generation.

It is true that, since the advent of the printing press, the Bible has
remained the most published and read book in the world. The Bible has
been translated into almost every language and distributed to billions of
people. There is virtually no populated place on this planet where one
cannot find a copy of the Bible. However, few people understand this
book and practice the laws, precepts, and principles contained within its
pages. If this were not true there would only be one church teaching one
truth.

The simple fact is that we are living in a time when there is very little
true understanding of God's word. Although there is not a famine of
God's word on the printed page, there is a famine of understanding his
word. During this age, hundreds of millions of people hear the Bible
taught every day, but with virtually no explanation as to what the biblical 
text truly says and means.

Today, Conservative, Reform, and Orthodox Judaism and professing
Christians claim conservatorship of the biblical text and each claims that
the Creator God has guided and inspired their understanding of the
biblical text. The problem is that each of these religions are divided into
many factions with each faction having widely differing views, opinions, 
and interpretations of what the biblical text says.

Although all factions of  Judaism believe that some kind of oral law is
necessary to make the Torah understandable and workable, many reject
the belief that most of the Talmud dates back to Moses' time and seem to
see the Talmud and the oral law as an evolving system in which succes-
sive generations of rabbis have the authority to alter the application of
the written law as needed to fit current circumstances. But, Orthodox
Judaism feels less free to ignore, modify, or change the oral law.

On the other hand, the vast majority of professing Christians believe
that neither the written law nor the oral law applies to them and that they
are free to worship God as they please and live their lives without any
biblical constraints or fear of punishment.

A quandary of gigantic proportions faces everyone who truly seeks to 
understand the Bible in this age, because there seems to be no totally
trustworthy human authority from which to gain infallible biblical
knowledge. Given the fact that there is much confusion and divergent
opinion about the biblical text among the various biblically based 
religions, the logical conclusion is that we are living in the times of
Amos' prophecy—there is a famine of hearing (i.e., understanding)
God's word. If this were not true it would be an easy task to find a trust-
worthy source of biblical understanding wherein there is no contraction
or divergent opinion as to the meaning of biblical text.
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An End to the Prophecy of Amos

The promise to bring an end to Amos' prophecy about the lack of
understanding of God's word and the circumstances surrounding the
ending of this prophecy are mentioned many times in the biblical record.
The following two prophecies about the third Elijah show when Amos'
prophecy will begin to end:

"Behold I am sending you Elijah the prophet before the coming of
the great and dreadful day of the Lord. And he shall  turn the heart
of the fathers to the sons, and the heart of the sons to their fathers, 
lest I come and smite the earth with utter destruction"  (Mal.4:5-6
Para.).

"And Jesus replied, Elijah truly will come first and restore all
things"  (Matt.17:11 Para.).

Within these two prophecies are the keys to understanding the
ministry of Elijah during the end of the age, the end of Amos' prophecy,
and exactly what will be restored.

Why do the hearts of the fathers need to be turned to the sons and the
sons to the fathers? What is it that needs to be restored? Both questions
are answered by understanding why something needs to be restored.
Restoration is only necessary when something has not been maintained
in its original form. God's written law has not changed since it was given
to Moses and recorded in the books of the law—God's law does not need
to be restored because it is eternal. What has changed and in need of
restoration is the understanding, teaching, and application of God's laws,  
precepts, and principles, which have either been lost or perverted
through the centuries.

The biblical record is replete with God's admonitions for Israel to
return to his law and way of life. During the time of Jesus, the under-
standing, teaching, and application of many of God's original laws,
precepts, and principles had been so perverted that they were almost
unrecognizable (See Matt.23:1-4). Understanding that the perversion of 
God's laws, precepts, and principles would continue until his return,
Jesus asks if he will find the faith on the earth when he returns? See
Lk.18:8.

After the death of the apostle John and the disappearance of the early
church as an organized entity with a central governing authority, the
teachings of Jesus and the apostles about God's laws, precepts, and
principles were perverted to the point that very little is truly understood
today about the written law  and its physical and spiritual intent and
meaning. Therefore, in order remove the confusion about what the
Sovereign Father and Jesus Christ expect of each individual, a true
understanding of  God's law and his worship system must be restored.
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The prophetic reference by Jesus to the restoration of all things surely
includes a  restoration of God's worship system which has been perverted 
since it was given at Mount Sinai many centuries ago.  The restoration of
God's worship system also includes a  restoration of God's law, precepts,
and principles which are necessary for a person to live a totally righteous
lifestyle. Only the restoration of God's laws, precepts, and principles to
their original physical and spiritual meaning and intent will bring an end
to Amos' prophecy about the serious lack in people's understanding of
God's word.

The message of the third Elijah is centered around the restoration of
the truth of God. Therefore,  we should expect the third Elijah to restore
an understanding of how the worship system instituted at Mount Sinai
and the one instituted by Jesus Christ work together for the salvation of
anyone who will believe and worship God the Father in truth.

When these two aspects of the Father's worship system are restored
and understood in the light of his plan for the salvation of humanity and
are believed by those whom he calls to salvation, it can truly be said that
the hearts of the fathers are turned to the sons and the sons to the fathers.
Belief in and adherence to God's true worship system results in a return
to a harmonious relationship between the fathers who taught righteous-
ness (i.e., the Patriarchs, Moses, Aaron, the Apostles, and others) and the
sons (i.e., those who are taught righteousness and believe).

NO CENTRAL AUTHORITY

Today, no one central authority on earth governs and guides either the  
followers of Judaism or the Sovereign Father's elect children in doctrinal
unity. If this statement were not true, no organizational disunity or
division over doctrine would exist within Judaism or among the various
Sabbath observing individuals and congregations who claim to follow
the teachings of Christ and the apostles. What we see today within both
Judaism and the Sovereign Father's earthly family and holy nation of
kings and priests is organizational disunity and doctrinal chaos.

After the death of Samson, the system of judges that Moses estab-
lished seems to have fallen into disuse. At this point in the history of
Israel, it is unclear what happened to the tabernacle, the priesthood, and
the system of worship over which the priesthood were to officiate.
However, biblical history shows that the northern tribes began to prac-
tice worship systems which were in opposition to God. This was a time
when no central authority ruled in Israel and every man did what was
right in his own eyes (Jdg.17:6). 

Similar circumstances exist today while the Father's elect await the
advent of the third Elijah who will restore all things. Today, no central
spiritual leadership on earth guides the Father's holy nation of kings and
priests in doctrinal unity like there was during the days of the early
church. Jesus is in heaven, the apostles and elders of the early church are
dead, and the elect of God are scattered throughout the earth as prophe-
sied in Zachariah13:7.
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 The reality is that, regardless of whether these scattered elect worship 
the Father individually or in a congregation, all are doing what they think 
is right in their own eyes. So, what can we do about spiritual guidance
and doctrine while working out our own salvation and waiting for the
advent of the third Elijah, the Messiah's return, and our change to an
immoral spirit-being in the Father's heavenly family?

During Christ's Ministry

During Christ's ministry, he explained and magnified the written law.
Near the end of his ministry, he told the apostles that he would send the
holy spirit to teach them all truth (Jn.14:25-26; 16:13). Much of the truth
taught through the holy spirit is an understanding of the written law as it
applies to the Father's elect children.

Following Jesus' example, the apostles taught the elect how to apply
the written law in order to live in harmony with the Father, Christ, and
other members of the Father's earthly family. The decisions and judge-
ments that the apostles and elders of the early church made were pre-
dicated on the following three important things:

1. Their knowledge of the written and oral law which had been handed
down to them from the time of Moses

2. Christ's magnification of the written and oral laws

3. Their knowledge of the new method of atonement for the total
forgiveness of sin through the sacrificial blood of Christ

The decisions and judgements recorded in the New Testament are
equivalent to the oral law handed down through the priests, judges, and
prophets until the time of Christ. These decisions and judgements made
by Christ and the apostles are just as valid and binding on the Father's
holy nation of kings and priests as the written and oral law were on
national Israel.

The Creator God's covenant with national Israel required that all
Israelites imitate his attitude, behavior, and character—You shall be
holy, because I am holy (Lev.19:2; 1.Pet.1:15-16). Because the Israelites 
were to be holy and maintain a holy state of existence in order to receive
benefits, God revealed the laws that govern holiness  and instructed them 
in the practice of these laws.

The laws of  holiness given to the Israelites governed every aspect of
their lives. Every circumstance was addressed either by a specific law, a
concept, or a principle within the law. Therefore, when a holy state of
existence was established through God's decree, lawful ritual, or dedica-
tion to God, the holy condition was to be maintained through adherence
to the laws of holiness.
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If a person violated the law of holiness and if the violation was
serious, the violator was to be put to death. The death of those who
polluted the tabernacle and the ark of the covenant and the failure of
national Israel to  maintain a holy state of existence even after repeated
warnings for them to be holy clearly show the importance of under-
standing how to become holy and maintain a holy lifestyle. See Lev.10:
8-11; 11:45-47.

Spiritual Israel

Although those whom the Father calls to salvation during the gospel
age have an agreement with him which is different from the Creator
God's agreement with ancient Israel, this agreement still requires the
Sovereign Father's earthly children to be holy as he is holy:

"Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, being sober, perfectly
hope in the grace being brought to you at the revelation of Jesus
Christ; As obedient children, not in ignorance fashioning your-
selves after your former lusts, but according to the Holy One who
has called you also to become holy in all conduct. Because it has
been written, Be holy; because I am holy" (1.Pet.1:13-16 KJV
Para.).

The Sovereign Father's earthly children are his holy nation of  kings,
priest, and ambassadors who represent his kingdom and way of life to
humanity. Jesus says that the elect are the salt and light of the earth, and
are the ones who are to preserve and show the way of righteousness
(Matt.5:13-16). Because the elect are the salt and light of the earth, it is
their duty to manifest the Father's way of life in everything they do,
which includes understanding and practicing his law.

Because the elect are to understand and practice God's law as a way of 
life and teach it to their children and all others who are willing to be
taught, it is our responsibility to learn this law and become proficient in
its use. To do this we must study the available resources which record the 
written and oral law in order to determine what does and does not apply
to the Father's elect.

The Oral Law Today

Today, much of the oral law that guided ancient Israel is recorded in
the Babylonian Talmud, the Jewish Talmud, the Mishnah, and other
Jewish writings. These records and writings are an excellent source for
gaining understanding into the written and oral law. Although these
records and writings contain the oral laws, they are also liberally
sprinkled with man's laws and traditions which are not binding on the
Father's elect. 

When reading these  records and writings, it  is sometimes difficult to
determine the difference between the oral tradition and the oral interpre-
tation of the law, because the distinction between them has been blurred
over the centuries. Therefore, when reading these resources, pay careful
attention to the following warnings by Jesus and Paul:
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"Some Pharisees and other Jewish leaders now arrived from
Jerusalem to interview Jesus. "Why do your disciples disobey the
ancient Jewish traditions?" they demanded. "For they ignore our
ritual of ceremonial hand-washing before they eat." He replied,
"And why do your traditions violate the direct commandments of
God? For instance, God's law is 'Honor your father and mother;
anyone who reviles his parents must die.' But you say, 'Even if your
parents are in need, you may give their support money to the church 
instead.' And so, by your man-made rule, you nullify the direct
command of God to honor and care for your parents. You
hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy of you, 'These people say they
honor me, but their hearts are far away. Their worship is worthless,
for they teach their man-made laws instead of those from God.'"
(Matt.15:1-9 TLB). See also Mk.7:3-9.

Since the giving of the written law, many man-made  traditions were 
invented and assigned equal weight  with the written and oral laws by the
spiritual leaders of the Jews. The Pharisees and other spiritual leaders of
Christ's time had so perverted the application of some of God's law that,
for all intents and purposes, the true intent and meaning of these laws had 
ceased to be understood and practiced by the people.

Paul warns that one must be extremely careful not to be swayed from
God's truth through an acceptance of  human philosophy and ideas which 
are not godly, but are worldly:

"Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, 
after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not
after Christ"  (Col.2:8 KJV).

When reading the various Jewish writing about the oral law and the
interpretation of the law, one must be very careful to discern between
tradition and truth based on the  instructions of Jesus and the apostles and 
through the guidance of the holy spirit.

Before the formation of the early church, those who worshiped the
true God had only the written law and the oral law as explained and
administered by the priest and those who sat in Moses' seat of authority
to guide them in the application of God's law. Today, the Sovereign
Father's holy nation has the written law and the written record of oral law
as explained and administered by Jesus Christ and the apostles to guide
them. Therefore, we are without excuse and must apply ourselves to
learning and practicing what is holy.

One can neither understand many of the teachings of Christ and the
apostles without first understanding  the written and oral law as it applied 
to ancient Israel nor the true intent and meaning of the written law given
to ancient Israel without the teachings of Christ and the apostles. This is
because the teachings of Christ and the apostles and the written and oral
laws are intrinsically bound together and each works together to explain
the other. Therefore, in order to gain a clear understanding of any aspect
of the law one must study both the biblical and the oral record of the law.
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SUMMARY

Although some within the Father's holy nation of kings and priests
have been given the responsibility to teach the elect (1.Cor.12:28; Eph.4: 
11-12). The ultimate responsibility to seek truth and to understand God's
laws, precepts, and principles belongs to each individual who is a part of
the Father's holy family. Therefore, our walk with the Father and Jesus
Christ is an intensely personal journey that will either end in eternal and
immortal life in the Kingdom of God or eternal death, depending on what 
each of us does during this physical life. Notice Paul and Peter's instruc-
tions about the effort required to secure salvation and be a responsible
member of the body of Christ:

"Wherefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my
presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your
own salvation with fear and trembling. For it is God which works in
you both to will and to do of his good pleasure"  (Phil.2:12-13 KJV).

"But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen" (2.Pet.
3:18 KJV).

It is a fact that this generation of the Sovereign Father's earthly family
of  kings and priests is without a central authority on earth to guide their
understanding of the written and the oral law. Today, there are many
spiritual leaders and organizations teaching many conflicting opinions
and doctrines about God and his law. Clearly, if any one of these opin-
ions or doctrines is totally correct then opposing opinions or doctrines
are incorrect. Because there are so many conflicting opinions and doc-
trines, discovering the absolute truth on any given biblical teaching is a
difficult task and requires a total commitment to the study of God's word
while working out our salvation.

For Conscience's Sake

Because no central authority exists on earth today to govern and
guide the Father's elect children in doctrinal unity, there are areas of the
written law that cannot be totally  understood until such an authority is
instituted either before or after Christ's return. Therefore, each individual 
must at some point form their own opinion and belief as to which laws do 
and do not apply and what constitutes proper physical and spiritual
behavior before God. Moreover, after forming an opinion, each individ-
ual is then subject to their beliefs for conscience's sake:

"My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in
deed and in truth. And hereby we know that we are of the truth, and
shall assure our hearts before him. For if our heart condemn us,
God is greater than our heart, and knows all things. Beloved, if our
heart condemn us not, then have we confidence toward God" (1.Jn.
3:18-21 KJV).
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While speaking to the elect at Rome about fasting and food, the
apostle Paul makes the point that each individual is responsible to make
decisions according to the dictates of their conscience and is either con-
demned or justified accordingly:

"So whatever you believe about these things keep between yourself
and God. Blessed is the man who does not condemn himself  by what 
he approves. But the man who has doubts is condemned if he eats,
because his eating is not from faith; and everything that does not
come from faith is sin"  (Rom.14:22-23 NIV). See also Job 27:6;
1.Cor.8:7-10; 10:27-30; 1.Tim.1:5; 3:9.

Because a major part of working out our own salvation is growing in
the grace and knowledge of the Father and Christ (2.Pet.1:2-8; 3:18) in
order to  develop godly character in attitude and behavior, we must listen
to our conscience when making a decision or taking an action that would
impact our salvation. Although we are free to violate our conscience, we
are not be free from the penalty imposed for violating it. Moreover, the
violation of our conscience makes us guilty of sin and unless repented of
will result in a death from which there is no return:

"To him one who knows to do good, and does not do it, to him it is
sin"  (Jms.4:17 Para.). See Rom.6:23.

Regardless of the reason for violating our conscience, the result is a
diminishing of our character and resolve to do what we believe to be
correct at that moment in time. Therefore, a decision to conform to our
conscience in spiritual matters is a safe decision, because we then have
peace of mind in that we have remained true to our beliefs and our
character and resolve are kept intact before God.

Your Future

If you are truly called to salvation during this age, your future beyond
this physical life hangs in the balance; therefore, it incumbent for you to
make the best decisions that you can about biblical doctrine and the way
the Father expects you to live your life. The only way to gain the
information on which to base sound decisions and know what is
expected of you is to diligently study and meditate on the things that are
written in the Bible:

We are cautioned many times in the biblical record to not trust our
salvation to any other person and to be careful about what we come to
believe about biblical doctrine. See Psa.118:8-9, 146:3; Jer.9:4; Matt.7:
15,16:6; Phil.3:2; Col.2:8; 2.Pet.3:17. Through diligent prayer, study,
and meditation on God's words and the guidance of the holy spirit, any-
one who is truly one of the Father's elect can obtain the physical and
spiritual knowledge contained in the law which is necessary for their
salvation:
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"Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who
does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. But
shun profane and idle babblings, for they will increase to more
ungodliness" (2.Tim.2:15-16 NKJV).

Once you have made a thorough study of a subject and are satisfied
that a proper conclusion has been reached, you must then practice what
you have learned. However, if you come to understand more truth about
the subject or that what you believe is false, an adjustment must be made
to conform to truth.

By B.L. Cocherell                                                                           b4w6
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 ___  CHAPTER ___                                                                             
SEVEN

TO OBSERVE OR NOT TO OBSERVE

—————————————————————–

How can a person determine which of the laws contained in the agree- 
ment with ancient Israel apply to the elect today? In order to determine
which laws must still be observed and which laws are not to be observed,
each law should be separated into its individual category and analyzed
according to the guidelines given in Isaiah 28:9-13, Acts 15, and the
scriptures which show the liberty the Father's children have under their
agreement with him. Each of God's laws can be placed in one of the
following five categories:

• Laws about the temple and the priesthood
• Laws about the sacrificial system
• Laws about justification
• Laws governing ancient Israel
• Laws about a righteous attitude and behavior 

1. The Temple and the Priesthood

Without a temple and the Levitical priesthood to officiate in the
temple, no law requiring the existence of the temple and the Levitical
priesthood can be practiced  by the elect or anyone else. Moreover, none
of the laws concerning the temple or the Aaronic priesthood can be
applied to the elect, because the elect are God the Father's royal priest-
hood and holy nation:

"But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a
people belonging to God, that you may declare the  praises  of him
who  called you out of darkness into  the  wonderful light" (1.Pet.2:9
Para.).

2. The Sacrificial System

Without an official temple and a priesthood, none of the sacrifices can 
be offered to God.

3. Justification

The sacrificial system whereby justification was obtained does not
exist under the new agreement instituted by Jesus Christ. The justifi-
cation through the sacrificial system has been superseded by the perfect
sacrifice of Jesus Christ through which all of humanity can now be
justified before God.  See Heb.10:1-12; Acts 13:38-39; 15:1-41.
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4. National Israel

The nation of Israel does not exist today as it was originally estab-
lished at Mount Sinai, and a new agreement has been established by
Jesus Christ; therefore, none of the laws about the governing of the civil
nation of Israel are legally binding on the elect today. These laws include
the laws about circumcision, wearing tassels, placing the ten command-
ments on the door post, property rights, observing the year of release and
the jubilee year, and more.

5. Righteous Attitude and Behavior

All laws God gave to the Patriarchs and ancient Israel about a
righteous attitude and behavior are still valid and should be obeyed
by the elect. These laws are not evil or unjust; they  are  the laws  of love
for the elect and our neighbors. The only thing that would prevent us
from obeying these laws would be circumstances beyond our control.

The following are some of the many laws pertaining to a righteous
attitude and behavior under God's first agreement with national Israel
that are obviously a part of the new agreement:

Marriage and Sex Laws

The laws governing marital and sexual relationships are to be observ-
ed by the  elect. Moreover, the importance of these laws and their phys-
ical and spiritual implications were explained by Jesus and the apostles.

Dietary and Health Laws

All laws regarding diet and health are to be observed by the elect of
God because they are empirical physical laws, which must be observed
to keep from defiling the temple of God—a Christian's physical body.

The Observances and Holy Convocations

Although some of the events that the commanded observances and
holy convocations picture have been partly fulfilled, the biblical record
indicates that much of their symbolism  is still valid for today, and  some
of  their prophetic meaning and events are yet to be fulfilled. In addition,
the historical and biblical records clearly show the early church observed 
these days. See Col.2:16-17.

Civil Matters

The elect are aliens, strangers, and  ambassadors on this earth and are
powerless to enforce God's law outside the body of the elect until such
power and authority is given at the return of Christ. See Rev.11:15;
20:4-6.

The elect  are aliens, strangers, and  ambassadors  on this earth and are 
powerless to enforce God's law outside the body of the elect until such
power and authority is given to them at Christ's return. See Rev.11:15;
20:4-6.
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The elect (both Jew and Gentile) are instructed to obey the civil laws
of the land in which they live. See Matt.17:24-27 and the  example of the
apostle Paul about civil law. The only time a person should disobey a
civil law is when such a law is in direct conflict with God's law.

ADDITIONAL GUIDELINES

There are many laws noted under the first agreement with national
Israel that are not specifically mentioned in the New Testament as being
a part of the new agreement established by Jesus Christ; nonetheless,
they are a part of its terms and conditions. Listed below are some
additional guidelines for determining whether or not a particular law
must be practiced:

• Has the law been canceled or suspended by a direct "thus says the
Lord", an act of God, or circumstances beyond our control?

• Has there been a change in the law and/or the method of its
observance? A good example of this is the Passover and the
observance of the annual festivals.

• Has the need for the particular law been eliminated? For example,
the need for a Passover sacrifice has been eliminated, because the
sacrifice of Christ now forgives sin and takes away its penalty?

• Has the law been  changed so that the physical act or symbolism is 
no longer required? For example, wearing tassels is no longer
required as a reminder of the commandments.

• Is the law made invalid by the new agreement? For example,
animal sacrifice can no longer atone for sin.

• Is it impossible to perform the act or the law under present
conditions? For example, the temple worship system cannot be
performed, because a temple and its priesthood no longer exist.

Prove All Things

"Prove all things; hold fast that which is good"  (1.Thes.5:21 KJV).

By B. L. Cocherell                                                                        b4w7
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 ___  CHAPTER ___                                                                             
EIGHT

THE HOLY ONES AND GOD'S LAW

—————————————————————

All people must make decisions about their attitude, behavior, and
life, but only the Sovereign Father's earthly children must make daily
decisions that affect their eternal existence. These everyday decisions
concern their personal attitude and behavior toward their heavenly
Father, their Savior, and other people.

Every choice, thought, and action of each child of God is being
weighed against the empirical laws and standards that the Father has set
in place to govern the attitudes and behaviors of those who are a part of
his sacred realm.

There is no dispute among historians that the Father's elect of the  first 
century closely followed the worship system that the Jews followed and
conducted their lives in compliance with most of  the laws contained in
the Torah. However, as the centuries passed and the teachings of the
early church faded and then disappeared, there arose many differences of 
opinion among those whom the Father called to worship and serve him in 
regard to what was expected of them in attitude, behavior, and physical
and spiritual compliance to his laws, precepts, and principles. 

Today, there is much controversy and confusion over how to worship
and serve the Sovereign Father and his son and how to live a holy life-
style; therefore, many of the elect resort to emotion to determine their
individual beliefs on the subject.

Will the Father accept any form of worship and service to him as long
as one is sincerely trying to please him or does he expect his people to
worship and serve him and conduct their lives in a very specific manner?

The answers to these basic questions are easily found and are not
confusing if a person is willing to search the scriptures and allow the holy 
spirit to guide them into all truth. See Jn.16:13.

Although the edict of Acts 15 shows us that the method for being
justified is different under the gospel age agreement from what it is under 
the agreement with national Israel, many of the rules concerning how to
live a holy lifestyle today are the same as they were in ancient Israel.
Moreover, each member in the Father's holy family and nation of kings
and priests is an ambassador who represents the Kingdom of God on
earth.

God's law sets forth very strict guidelines for human behavior along
with a promise of peace, happiness, and prosperity for those who follow
it. But, exactly what God's law is and how it should be followed has been
greatly argued since the days of Christ.
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 Today, the world is filled with hatred, murder, violence, wars, lying,
cheating, and sexual perversion and promiscuity, yet most professing
Christians claim that they are not required to practice God's law.
Moreover, many theologians proclaim that Christians no longer need to
practice the laws that were given to ancient Israel, because the sacrifice
of Jesus Christ is the end of the law and has released Christians from any
obligation to practice it.

Is this true? Did the laws of God cease to exist with the death and
resurrection of Christ? What, if anything, do the laws that were given to
ancient Israel have to do with being holy or the practice of a pious life?
What does the Bible say about these vitally important subjects? This
chapter shows what the Bible teaches about the importance of God's law
in regard to being holy and practicing a pious life.

BECOME HOLY

While instructing the nation of Israel on how they should live their
lives as his kingdom of priests and his holy nation, the Creator God told
them to be holy because he was holy (Lev.11:44-45). The apostle Peter
repeated this same instruction to the Sovereign Father's holy nation of
kings, priests, and ambassadors (1.Pet.2:9-10). See also 1.Pet.1:13-16.

The word holy sounds very spiritual and for most people it is an
undefinable concept. Most people probably believe that this word means
to be sacred, good, or godly. These definitions may be accurate but they
do not give a detailed explanation of  what it means to be holy or what it
means to practice a holy lifestyle.

Because the instruction to be holy as God is holy is given to all who
serve God, it is important to understand what it means to be holy and
practice a holy lifestyle. Being holy and practicing holiness are not just
abstract thoughts; they are something tangible that can be understood if
one is willing to search the scriptures. Otherwise, the instruction "to be
holy as God is holy" would not have been given.

Being holy as God is holy not only requires one to clearly understand
what the condition of  being holy is but also to understand and practice
the laws that govern being holy. 

In order to fully explain this vitally important subject, this study
answers the following important questions about being holy and practic-
ing holiness:

• What is it that defines what is holy and what is unholy? 
• What is it that  makes God, a thing, or person holy?
• How does a person become holy?
• How do you know if you are holy?
• How can a holy person be recognized?
• What is holiness and how does one practice holiness?
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This chapter explains the reasons God gave his law to humanity and it 
differentiates being holy under the Creator God's covenant with national
Israel from being holy under God the Father's agreement with those he
calls to participate in the first resurrection under the gospel age agree-
ment.

HEBREW AND GREEK WORDS

In order to understand exactly what it means to be holy and what the
practice of holiness is and is not under the gospel age agreement, it is
important to have a basic understanding of  the Hebrew and Greek words
used in the biblical record to define this sacred state of existence. The
following are summary definitions of Hebrew and Greek words that
express a state of holy existence before and after the advent of the
Messiah.

The following are Hebrew words for the various states of being
sanctified and being holy.

qadash:

Qadash means to be hallowed, holy, sanctified, to consecrate,
sanctify, prepare, and dedicate. Qadash is a denominative verb, which
connotes a state of being that belongs to the realm of the sacred. The
word qadash is derived from the root qdsh, which itself is derived from
qd, which means cut. Although it is difficult to support from the limited
use of qdsh in its singular form, the use of the word qadash in many
scriptures seems to have the sense of something being separate, divided
or apart from in order to delineate the realm of the sacred from that which 
is common or profane. Thus, qadash is a state of being that is separate
and distinct from the common or profane.

qodesh:

Qodesh means a condition of being apart or being separate from,
holiness, sacredness, hallowed, or holy. The noun qodesh connotes the
concept of  a condition of  holiness (i.e., the basic nature of that which
belongs to the realm of the sacred and is distinct from the common or
profane).

qadosh:

Qadosh means holy, holy one, or saint. The adjective qadosh suggests 
something that is intrinsically sacred or something that has been
admitted to the realm of the sacred by divine decree, lawful ritual, or
dedication to God. Qadosh connotes that which is distinct from the
common or profane.
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hasid:

Hasid means holy one, godly or saint. It is derived from the word
hesed, which means kindness, mercy, love, and loyalty; these are all
characteristic of God. The Hebrew word hasid connotes someone who
has the characteristics of God and is loyal to God.

The following are Greek words for the various states of being
sanctified and being holy.

hagios:

Hagios means sacred, physically pure, morally blameless, conse-
crated, holy, or saint. The word hagios suggests that which is intrinsi-
cally sacred in the same sense as the Hebrew word qadash connotes a
state of being that belongs to the realm of the sacred (i.e., something that
is separate and distinct from the common or profane).

hagiasmos:

Hagiasmos denotes a state of purity in the physical sense.

dikaiosune:

Dikaiosune in its simplest definition means justification and pertains
to being in compliance with God's law (i.e., being blameless). However,
the definition of dikaiosune is much more complex when used in combi-
nation with holiness.

hagiosune:

Hagiosune means the quality of holiness.

aletheia hosiotes:

Aletheia hosiotes means to be living a truly pious life (i.e., holiness, a
life in compliance with God's law).

The words holy, holy one, and holiness as used before and after the
advent of the Messiah are different ways of expressing a condition of
existence that is separate from the natural world and is in harmony with
the attitude, behavior, and character of God and the dimension of exis-
tence that God inhabits.

DEGREES OF BEING HOLY

There are many different Hebrew and Greek words used in the
scriptures to describe the condition of being sanctified and being holy.
The meanings of these words are tied to the context in which they are
used. When these words are understood in context it is clear that there are 
different degrees of being holy.

124



All people and things set apart to serve God are considered holy.
However, not all people and things are equal in their holy status (i.e.,
some people and things are more holy or less holy than others). More-
over, the holy status of  people and things is shown throughout the Bible
to fall into the two following categories:

• There is the degree to which someone or something is more holy
or less holy with the spirit-power of God expressed on or within,
which demands that one show reverence and respect for that
which is holy (e.g., The High Priest, the Temple, the Holy of
Holies,  and the Ark of the Covenant).

• There is the degree to which someone or something is more holy
or less holy in the cultic sense (i.e., great devotion to a person,
idea, or thing, formal religious veneration, worship as a system of
religious beliefs and ritual), which demands that one show rever-
ence and respect for that which is holy (e.g., God's name, God's
law, the Sabbath, and the office of the High Priest).

Without understanding that there are different degrees of being sanc-
tified and being holy one cannot understand the instructions given in the
biblical record concerning these physical and spiritual conditions or why 
these conditions are dependant on and inseparable from obedience to
God's physical and spiritual laws. The following are examples of the
varying degrees of being sanctified and being holy:

Holy Ground

When Moses first encountered the Creator God at the burning bush,
he was told to remove his shoes because the ground he was standing on
was holy and that he was not to come any closer to God's presence in the
bush (Ex.3:1-6):

"And Moses said, I will now turn aside, and see this great sight, why 
the bush is not burnt. And when the Lord saw that he turned aside to
see, God called to  him out of the midst of the bush, and said, Moses,
Moses. And he said, Here am I. And he said, Draw not nigh hither:
put off your shoes from off your feet, for the place whereon you
stand is holy [qodesh] ground" (Ex.3:3-5 KJV). See also Josh.
5:13-15.

The English word holy in verse 5 is translated from the Hebrew word
qodesh, which means a condition of being apart or being separate from,
holiness, sacredness, hallowed, holy. The noun qodesh connotes the
concept of  a condition of  holiness (i.e., the basic nature of that which
belongs to the realm of the sacred and is distinct from the common or
profane).
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The very earth surrounding the burning bush was holy, but what was
it that made this place different from any other place on earth?  This place 
was different because it had been set aside for holy use. Although the
ground where Moses stood was holy, the ground was not as holy as the
burning bush where God's spirit-presence resided while he spoke to
Moses.

In the account of Moses and the burning bush, there are two distinct
expressions of being holy. Although both the ground and the burning
bush were considered holy, one place was more holy than the other. The
ground where Moses stood was holy to a lesser degree, because it could
be stood on if  respected as holy (Moses took off  his shoes as a sign of
respect). The burning bush was holy to a higher degree; Moses could not
approach it because of God's spirit-presence residing there while he
spoke to Moses.

Our God is Holy

"Exalt you the Lord our God, and worship at his footstool; for he is
holy [qadosh]. Moses and Aaron among his priests, and Samuel
among them that call  on his name; they called  on the Lord, and he
answered them. He spoke to  them in the cloudy pillar: they kept his
testimonies, and the ordinance that he gave them. You answered
them, O Lord our God: you were a God that forgave them, though
you took vengeance of their inventions. Exalt the Lord our God, and 
worship at his holy hill; for the Lord our God is holy [qodesh]"
(Psa.99:5-9 KJV).

We know that God is holy because he says he is (Lev.11:44-45) and
we know that no one can look upon the face of God in his glorified form
and live (Ex.33:20). We also know that Jacob wrestled with God and saw 
his face (Gen.32:24-30) and that Abraham not only talked with God but
ate a meal with him (Gen.18:1-33), as did Moses and seventy of the
elders of Israel (Ex.24:9-11). But, how could these men interact with the
Creator God whose very presence in his glorified state destroys the
physical existence? How can these seemingly contradictory events be
reconciled?

God was still holy when he walked on earth among men; however,
the degree to which his holy-presence (i.e., the spirit-power of his
presence) expressed itself in the physical world was dramatically
reduced in order to protect the physical existence from destruction. The
degree to which something is holy and the degree of spirit-power (energy 
from the sacred realm) that a holy being expresses at a given time is
apparently controlled to fit a particular set of circumstances.

The power of the Creator God's presence was controlled when Jacob
wrestled with him, when Abraham shared a meal with him, and when
Moses and the seventy elders met with him and ate with him on the
mountain. These events are evidence that God who is holy can and does
control the energy produced by his holy state of existence.
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Holy Objects

The power of God's holy presence can be expressed to different
degrees in objects depending on the object's function. The deaths of
Aaron's  sons Nadab  and Abihu, which was caused by their bringing an
unholy thing into the tabernacle (Lev.10:1-2) and the deaths of 50,070
men of Beth-shemesh, which was caused by their looking into the ark of
the covenant (1.Sam.6:19), show that these holy objects had a high
degree of spirit-energy residing on and within them. 

Holy objects, such as the tabernacle and the ark of the covenant must
be shown a high degree of respect and honor because of their most holy
condition and high degree of God's spirit-power and presence. To  defile
or show disrespect for these types of holy objects in a physical way
results in death. See Lev.22:1-3.

The establishing of boundaries around Mount Sinai to protect the
people and their animals while God's presence was there  (Ex.19:23) is
an example of something being set apart for a holy use without having
divine energy imparted to it.

Holy Concepts and Principles

There are many scriptures that speak of  holy concepts and principles; 
these are not tangible objects, but such concepts and principles are
nonetheless holy. The scriptures contain laws that have concepts and
principles that go beyond physical obedience; they speak to holy
concepts and principles which must be considered along with their
physical practice. These laws must be shown great respect and honor
because they are a part of God's worship system.

"And he said to me, Son of man, the place of my throne, and the
place of  the soles of my feet, where I will dwell in the midst of the
children of Israel for ever, and my holy name, shall the house of
Israel no more defile . . ." (Ezk.43:7 KJV). See also Ex.20:7;
Lev.20:3; 22:31-33.

"You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain; for the
Lord will not hold him guiltless that takes his name in vain"
(Ex.20:7 KJV).

God's name is holy because his name defines his sacred being and
character and must be respected and honored. Moreover, to not respect
and honor his name shows contempt for God himself.
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"And you shall hallow the fiftieth year, and proclaim liberty
throughout all the land to all the inhabitants thereof: it shall be a
jubilee to you; and you shall return every man to his possession,
and you shall return every man to his family. A jubilee shall that
fiftieth year be to you: you shall not sow, neither reap that which
grows of itself in it, nor gather the grapes in it of your vine
undressed. For it is the jubilee; it shall be holy to you: you shall eat
the increase thereof out of the field"  (Lev.25:10-12 KJV).

This law pertains to a whole year that is holy. Not only must certain
physical things be done during this year but also respect and honor must
be given because this time is holy and set aside for a holy purpose.

The prophet Ezekiel recorded the following about the age after
Christ's return when the Levitical priesthood would again teach God's
ways:

"And they shall teach my people the difference between the holy and 
profane, and cause them to discern between the unclean and the
clean"  (Ezk.44:23 KJV).

Ezekiel's prophecy about the priesthood teaching the difference
between the holy and profane speaks to every aspect of the law. This
includes teaching the concepts and principles about being holy.

The apostle Paul said, "The law is holy, and the commandment holy,
and just, and good" (Rom.7:12 KJV). We know that to violate God's
holy law results in the death of the violator (Rom.6:23; 1.Jn.3:4). God's
law is holy in both the physical and the cultic sense and therefore must be 
shown reverence and respect as a sacred thing.

The apostle Paul's encounter with the High Priest and his acknowl-
edgment of the High Priest's person and office as being holy (Acts
23:1-5) shows the respect and honor due to a holy person and his office.

Sanctified for Holy Use

The verb qadash is frequently used to describe the condition of
sanctification that is caused through lawful ritual. Whether they be
people, objects, or animals, all things that God directly sanctifies or
allows to be sanctified (i.e., consecrated, set apart for his sacred use) are
considered to be in a holy state of  being and are governed by a specific
law that applies to their function, responsibility, use, and degree of
holiness.

Certain articles associated with the tabernacle and sacrificial system
of  worship were consecrated to God and were recognized as being most
holy (Ex.29:21, 37; 30:29), and anything or anyone that touched these
holy articles became holy through association (Ex.29:37; 30:29; Lev.
6:18, 27); however, this does not necessarily mean that all sanctified
people, objects, or animals are holy in the sense of having spirit-energy
present on or within them. 

128



There were many things God considered holy in ancient Israel, such
as the whole nation of Israel (Num.16:1-3), Aaron's priestly clothing
(Ex.28:2-4; 29:29), the Levitical priests and their clothing (Lev.8:30),
the tithe of the land (Lev.27:30), the sacrifices and offerings (Ex.29:34;
Lev.6:15-18; Num.6:20), the Nazarite (Num.6:1-8), the water of jeal-
ously (Num.5:17-29), certain firstborn animals (Num.18:17), and the
holy prophets (Lk.1:70; Acts 3:21; 1.Pet.1:21). All of these were holy,
but not all were holy to the same degree. All did not have the same degree 
of  divine energy as the Creator God, the tabernacle, the holy of  holies,
and the ark of the covenant. Many things that are holy have no inherent
spirit-energy present. Such things are holy from the aspect of belonging
to the sphere of the sacred in the sense that they are part of worship and
obedience to God.

Being sanctified for a holy purpose and being holy are in reality two
completely different things, and the power of God's presence and his
spirit-energy can be expressed to different degrees in people and in
objects depending on the function, responsibility, or use of what is
sanctified or holy. Being sanctified and being holy are not just a physical
or just a spiritual status; both sacred conditions can be expressed to
different degrees in both dimensions of existence. 

THE HOLY ONE OF ISRAEL

The primary problem most people have in defining and understand-
ing the sacred state of being holy and what constitutes the practice of
holiness is understanding what kind of a being God is and what kind of
character he has. Because the scriptures say that God created man in his
own image, most people think of mankind as having personality traits
similar to God; this may be true in some small sense; however, the
scriptures tell us that mankind in its present state does not resemble God
in attitude, behavior, or character. In a lamentation and prophecy about
the tribe of  Ephraim God says, "I am God, and not man; the Holy One
[the qadosh] in the midst of you" (Hos.11:9).

In Hosea 11:9 God is called the qadosh. Unlike humans, God is
intrinsically holy; he is a superior being who lives in a superior dimen-
sion of existence. God is distinct from mankind in that God is a spirit-
being with a value system that is intrinsically holy, but mankind's value
system is intrinsically unholy:

"And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth,
and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil
continually"  (Gen.6:5 KJV).

Although the natural tendency of mankind is bent toward evil
attitudes, behaviors, and character, it is God's fervent desire that man-
kind adopt his value system and become holy as he is holy and receive
the benefits of practicing his holy way of life:
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"Oh, that their hearts would be inclined to fear me and keep all my
commands always, so that it might go well with them and their
children forever!"  (Deut.5:29 NIV).

The Creator God's title "The Holy One of Israel" is mentioned many
times in the context of national Israel's failure to pay attention to his
instructions concerning how to live a holy life. Israel's constant rebellion
shows the stark contrast between holy thought, character, and behavior
and the natural human condition.

"This is a  rebellious people, deceitful sons, unwilling to listen to the 
Lord's law. They say to the seers, See no more visions! and to the
prophets, Do not give us more visions of what is right! Tell us
pleasant things, prophesy illusions. Leave this way, turn from  this
path, and stop talking about the Holy One [the qadosh] of Israel!
Therefore, this is what the Holy One of Israel says: Because you
have rejected this message, relied on oppression and perversity;
this lawlessness will become like a high wall for you, cracked and
bulging, that collapses suddenly, in an instant"  (Isa.30:9-13 NIV).
See also 2.Kg.19:22; Isa.1:4; 17:1; 48:17.

This prophecy about the tribes of Israel shows that there is an absolute 
separation between the holy and unholy; the two are not comparable and
are absolutely separate in action and outcome.

GOD'S COVENANT WITH ANCIENT ISRAEL

Israel was the nation God chose to begin his redemptive work to the
world. They were to be an example of his way of life that brings
abundant happiness, prosperity, and eternal life to those who faithfully
practice it. However, in order for national Israel to fulfill their purpose as
God's representatives on earth, they had to become holy as he is holy and
learn his way of life. 

Chosen to be Holy

"For you are an holy [qadosh]  people to  the Lord your God: the
Lord your God has chosen you to be a special people to himself,
above all people that are  on the face of the earth. The Lord did not
set his love on you, nor choose you, because you were more in
number than any people; for you were the fewest of all people: But
because the Lord loved you, and because he would keep the oath
which he had sworn to your fathers, has the Lord brought you out
with a mighty hand, and redeemed you out of the house of bondmen, 
from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt"  (Deut.7:6-8 KJV). See
also Isa.43:1-3.

The Israelites were not offered the awesome privilege and oppor-
tunity to become a kingdom of priests and a holy nation because of their
numbers or physical or mental abilities. This great privilege and oppor-
tunity was bestowed on them because of a promise that God had made to
the patriarch Abraham.
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"Now therefore, if you will obey my voice indeed, and keep my
covenant, then you shall be a peculiar treasure to me above all
people: for all the earth is mine: And you shall be to  me a kingdom
of priests, and a holy [qadosh] nation" (Ex.19:5-6 KJV).

The English word holy in verse 6 is the Hebrew word qadosh, which
means holy, holy one, or saint. This shows that the Israelites are to be
admitted to the realm of the sacred and become  sacred by divine decree.

The Creator God's promise to make the Israelites a kingdom of priests 
and a holy nation has two conditions: their obedience to whatever he tells 
them to do and their keeping of  the agreement that he would make with
them. Only then would they become his kingdom of priests and his
nation of holy ones.

Be Holy, for I Am Holy

In Leviticus, chapter 11, God told Moses and Aaron to speak to the
whole nation of Israel and tell them which animals they could and could
not eat. In the middle of this instruction, God said the following about
why they had to follow these rules:

"You shall not make yourselves abominable with any creeping thing 
that creeps, neither shall you make yourselves unclean with them,
that you should be defiled thereby. For I am the Lord your God: you
shall therefore sanctify [qadash] yourselves, and you shall be holy
[qadosh]; for I am holy: neither shall you defile yourselves with any 
manner of creeping thing that creeps on the earth. For I am the
Lord that brought you out of the land of Egypt, to be your God: you
shall therefore be holy, for I am holy"  (Lev.11:43-45).                  

In verse 44, the Israelites are told to sanctify themselves and be holy
because God is holy. The English word sanctify is translated from the
Hebrew word qadash, which means to be hallowed, holy, sanctified, to
consecrate, sanctify, prepare, or dedicate. Qadash is a denominative
verb which connotes a state of being that belongs to the realm of the
sacred.

What seems clear from the use of the Hebrew word qadash is that the
Israelites were to abandon their Egyptian lifestyle and enter God's sacred 
realm through practicing the holy lifestyle that he set forth in his law.

In verses 44 and 45, the Hebrew word qadosh is used to express what
God is and what the Israelites were to become. God is qadosh; he is
intrinsically sacred and holy and is superior to mankind in quality of
existence, but the Israelites were to become qadosh (i.e., that which has
been admitted to the realm of the sacred by divine decree or lawful ritual
or dedication). The Israelites were to become as God is, but to a lesser
degree, because mankind is physical but God is spirit. The Israelites were 
to be holy and distinct from the common or profane.
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The Creator God would make the Israelites a kingdom of priests and a 
holy nation (Ex.19:5-6), and he told them that they must be holy—they
were commanded to practice holiness: "you shall be holy."

"And you shall be holy [qodesh] men to me: neither shall you eat
any flesh that is torn of beasts in the field; you shall cast it to the
dogs" (Ex.22:31 KJV).

The Israelites were to be holy and refrain from eating that which was
determined to be unholy (i.e., not fit for human consumption). They were 
to comply with this law so that their sacred nature of existence  would not 
be contaminated, which would have caused them to be removed from the 
realm of the sacred.

Leviticus, chapter 11, verses 45 and 47 show that eating certain
animals will defile a holy person, which is the reason that God gave the
laws concerning the  animals that can and cannot be eaten:

"For I am the Lord that brought you out of  Egypt, to be your God;
therefore, you shall be holy [qadosh], for I am holy [qadosh]. This
is the law of the beasts, and of the fowl, and of every living creature
that moves in the waters, and of every creature that creeps on the
earth: To make a difference between the unclean and the clean, and
between the beast that may be eaten and the beast that may not be
eaten" (Lev.11:45-47 KJV) See also Lev.7:19-27.

The Israelites were to be a holy people because God had separated
them from among the peoples of earth in order for them to be his
kingdom of priests and his holy nation, which would represent him and
his way of life to all other people on earth:

"And you shall be holy [qadosh] to me: for I the Lord am holy
[qadosh],and  have severed  you from other people, that you should
be mine"  (Lev.20:26 KJV).

The Sovereign God and the Creator God are revealed as the
personification of all that is good. God is totally good in every aspect of
being, which is the opposite of that which is evil. Just as the Creator God
called national Israel to become a holy people,  God the Father calls men
and women today to become holy as he and his son are holy.

The Sovereign God had the Creator God make mankind appear
similar in physical appearance to their own image: "Let us make man in
our image, after our likeness . . .So God created man in his own image, in 
the image of God created he him; male and female created he them"
(Gen.1:26-27 KJV). Moreover, God intended for mankind to acquire a
god-like attitude, behavior, and character, which is why a system of  law
and worship was developed for them to practice. God's law and system of 
worship made it possible for the Israelites to model their attitude,
behavior, and character after his and to fellowship with him, learn his
plan for the salvation of humanity, and practice a holy lifestyle.
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The Sabbath is Holy

"And he said to them, This is that which the Lord has said,
Tomorrow is the rest of the holy [qodesh] Sabbath to the Lord: bake 
that which you will bake today, and boil that you will boil; and that
which remains over lay up for you to be kept until the morning"
(Ex.16:23 KJV).

"Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy [qadash]" (Ex.20:8
KJV).

"And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, Speak to  the children of
Israel, and say to  them, Concerning the feasts of the Lord, which
you shall proclaim to be holy [qodesh] convocations, even these are 
my feasts. Six days shall work be done: but the seventh day is the
Sabbath of rest, an holy convocation; you shall do no work therein:
it is the Sabbath of the Lord in all your dwellings. These are the
feasts of the Lord, even holy [qodesh] convocations, which you
shall proclaim in their seasons" (Lev.23:1-4 KJV). See also Lev.
23:5-37.

What is it that makes the Sabbath and the commanded convocations
extremely holy? We are told in Genesis 2:1-3 that the Sabbath was
created as holy time; therefore, it is God who makes the Sabbath and the
commanded convocations holy:

"Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of
them. And on the seventh day God ended his work which he had
made; and he rested on the seventh day  from all  his work which he
had made. And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it:
because that in it he had rested from all his work which God created 
and made" (Gen.2:1-3 KJV).

Here, we see the weekly cycle being established. The first six days are 
noted as work days and the seventh day is defined as a day of cessation
from labor (i.e., a Sabbath).

In  verses  2 and 3, the words blessed and sanctified hold a vital key to
understanding how God the Father and Jesus Christ view the Sabbath.

The English word  blessed  is the Hebrew word barak, which  means
to kneel, to praise, or to salute. This verb seems to connote to confer
abundant and effective life (longevity). To bless, as used in Genesis
2:2-3, means to imbue with power for success, prosperity, and longevity.

The English word sanctified comes from the Hebrew word qadash,
which means to be hallowed or holy, to consecrate, to prepare, or to
dedicate. The  verb qadash connotes the state of something belonging to
the realm of the sacred. Thus, the Sabbath is different from and outside of 
that which is common or profane.
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The  divine  act  of blessing and sanctifying this  day was  not merely
a  pronouncement; it was the creation of  a specific period  of  time for a
divine purpose. This period of time has a  divine attribute as a part of its
existence—the Sabbath is holy; therefore, the Sabbath has a unique
relationship with God.

Because the Sabbath is holy, God set rules for its observance. These
rules not only serve as guides for Sabbath observance but also serve as
reminders that the Sabbath must not be treated as an ordinary work day
because it is holy time that must be respected. See Ex.16:23; 20:8-11;
Isa.58:13-14.

"You shall keep the Sabbath because it is holy [qodesh] to you:
everyone that defiles it shall surely be put to death: for whoever
does any work on the Sabbath, that soul shall be cut off from among
his people. Six days may work be done; but in the seventh is the
Sabbath of cessation, holy [qodesh] to the Lord: whoever does any
work in the Sabbath day, he shall surely be put to death" (Ex.31:
14-15 Para.).

Under the law, the death penalty was only administered to those who
had committed a capital crime for which there was no atoning sacrifice.
The defilement of things that were considered most holy fell into the
category of capital crimes and required that the violator be put to death.
The Sabbath is considered most holy and carries the death penalty for
willful violation.

It is apparent that the seventh day of the week is very different from
the other six days. It  is a holy span of time created and set apart from
normal time for the benefit of humanity. See Mk.2:27.

Because God is supreme in authority and power and is Sovereign
over all that exists, he has the authority and the power to make something 
holy. Although the Sabbath is the only space of time that was created
holy, all of the commanded convocations are holy by divine decree (See
Lev.23:1-44). Therefore, they belong to the realm of the sacred and must
be honored as something holy.

The Holy Ones

The people whom God has chosen to be his are called holy ones
because they belong to him and are holy by divine decree, lawful ritual,
and dedication. These holy ones are to sing praise to him as a show of
gratitude and an acknowledgment of who he is. They must also
acknowledge that he is the essence and reflection of all that is holy and
all that being holy represents:

"Sing to the Lord, O you saints [hasid] of  his, and give thanks at the 
remembrance of his holiness" (Psa.30:4 KJV). See also Psa. 97:12.
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"For the Lord loves judgment, and forsakes not his saints [hasid];
they are preserved for ever: but the seed of the wicked shall be cut
off"  (Psa.37:28 KJV).

The English word saints in Psalm 30:4 and 37:28 is translated from
the Hebrew word hasid, which means holy one. The Messiah is spoken of 
as hasid (Psa.16:10); Aaron is call a hasid (Deut.33:8); and King David
spoke of himself as a hasid (Psa.89:19).

For most Israelites, being holy was purely a physical condition, but
for a few individuals being holy was both physical and spiritual in that
these individuals not only observed the letter of the law with a willing
heart, but also studied and meditated on the law and delighted in its
goodness. These individuals were considered by God to be circumcised
in their heart (Deut.10:14-16; 30:1-6; Jer.4:1-4). King David was a
person who was circumcised in his heart, which is indicated in a number
of his Psalms that applaud the greatness of God and his law:

"Blessed are you, O Lord: teach me your statutes. With my lips have
I declared all the judgments of your mouth. I have rejoiced in the
way of your testimonies, as much as in all riches. I will meditate in
your precepts, and have respect to your ways. I will delight myself
in your statutes: I will not forget your word"  (Psa.119:12-16 KJV).

"And take not the word of truth utterly out of my mouth; for I have
hoped in your judgments. So shall I keep your law continually for
ever and ever. And I will walk at liberty: for I seek your precepts. I
will speak of your testimonies also before kings, and will not be
ashamed. And I will delight myself in your commandments, which I
have loved. My hands also will I lift up to your commandments,
which I have loved; and I will meditate in your statutes" (Psa.119: 
43-48 KJV).

The hasid is not an ordinary person. A hasid is a person who is
separated from the world of the common and profane and is set aside by
God to fulfill his purpose for their existence. A hasid is a person who is
practicing a pious life in conformity to God's laws, precepts, and
principles.

The Priests Were Holy

"And the Lord said to Moses, Speak to  the priests the sons of Aaron, 
and say to them. . . He shall not defile himself, being a chief man
among his people, to profane himself. . . . They shall be holy to their
God, and not profane the name of their God: for the offerings of the
Lord made by fire, and the bread of their God, they do offer:
therefore they shall be holy. They shall not take a wife that is a
whore, or profane; neither shall they take a woman put away from
her husband: for he is holy to his God. You shall sanctify him
therefore; for he offers the bread of your God: he shall be holy to
you: for I the Lord, which sanctify you, am holy" (Lev.21:1, 4, 6-8
KJV).
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The priesthood were given additional instructions concerning their
lifestyle because of their contact with the most holy things of the
tabernacle. Because of their office and responsibilities the degree to
which the priesthood were to be holy was higher than that of the general
population. This requirement for the spiritual leaders of Israel to have
and maintain a higher degree of holiness than the general population of
God's people is also carried over to gospel age agreement between the
Father and his elect children. See 1.Cor.4:1-2; 1.Tim.3:1-7; 2.Tim.2:
24-25; Tit.1:7, 2:15.

Not only were the priests holy but also were to teach the Israelites
proper attitudes and behaviors so that they would know what to do in
order to practice a holy lifestyle. See Lev.10:9-11; Deut.33:7-10.

The Priest's Garments Were Holy

In the Books of Exodus and Leviticus, there are several detailed
instructions concerning the making, the wearing, and the care that must
be given to the garments to be worn by the high priest and the rest of the
priesthood. It is important to understand that these garments were sanc-
tified as holy, were to be worn while serving God, and were not to be
worn outside of the tabernacle. The following are two warnings given to
Aaron and the priesthood about the wearing of these holy garments: 

"Make pomegranates of blue, purple and scarlet yarn around the
hem of the robe, with gold bells between them. The gold bells and
the pomegranates are to alternate around the hem of the robe.
Aaron must wear it when he ministers. The sound of the bells will be
heard when he enters the Holy Place before the Lord and when he
comes out, so that he will not die" (Ex.28:33-35 NIV).

"Make tunics, sashes and headbands for Aaron's sons, to give them
dignity and honor. After you put these clothes on your brother
Aaron and his sons, anoint and ordain them. Consecrate them so
they may serve me as priests. "Make linen undergarments as a
covering for the body, reaching from the waist to the thigh. Aaron
and his sons must wear them whenever they enter the Tent of
Meeting or approach the altar to minister in the Holy Place, so that
they will not incur guilt and die. "This is to be a lasting ordinance
for Aaron and his descendants" (Ex.28:40-43 NIV). See also Ezk.
44:18.

Notice that Aaron had to wear the garment with the bells on its hem
when he entered and left the holy place. Aaron and his sons all had to
wear the proper holy garments as they served in the tabernacle. If they
failed to do this, they would die.

The Temple Is Holy

The temple where God's spirit resided and where he was to be wor-
shiped were described as qodesh, (i.e., a place of special sacredness
where God's presence could be found):
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"Hang the curtain from the clasps and place the ark of the
Testimony behind the curtain. The curtain will separate the Holy
Place from the Most Holy Place. Put the atonement cover on the ark 
of the Testimony in the Most Holy Place" (Ex.26:33-34 NIV).

The inner room of the temple is called the most holy place, because it
was where the Creator God's holy presence was most intense. It was also
where, once a year on the Day of Atonement, the Creator God would
appear in his spirit-presence to speak with the high priest of Israel.
Lev.16:2; Heb.9:6-8.

Although the tabernacle was extremely holy, within the most holy
place (i.e., the holy of holies) there is even a higher degree of God's
spirit-presence expressed. Here again we see different degrees of the
condition of being holy expressed.

King David knew that God's presence resided in his sacred temple
and that this was where he could be approached and spoken to:

"But as for me, I will come into your house in the multitude of your
mercy: and in your fear will I worship toward your holy temple"
(Psa.5:7 KJV).

The temple and all things that were used in it or came into it were holy 
(i.e., they were made holy by divine decree or by lawful ritual):

"And of the blue, and purple, and scarlet, they made cloths of
service, to do service in the holy place, and made the holy garments
for Aaron; as the Lord commanded Moses" (Ex.39:1 KJV).

"Seven days you shalt make an atonement for the altar, and sanctify
it; and it shall be an altar most holy: whatsoever touches the altar
shall be holy" (Ex.29:37 KJV).

It is important to understand that all the things in the tabernacle were
very holy and had to be treated with a high degree of respect. These holy
things could only be touched by other holy  things or by a priest who was
also holy and  authorized to touch them. The only exception to this rule
was the ark of the covenant which could not be touched by anyone. Any
infraction of this rule was punishable by death (See Lev.10:1-10). See
also Lev.6:18, 25-29.

"And when Aaron and his sons have made an end of covering the
sanctuary, and all the vessels of the sanctuary, as the camp is to set
forward; after that, the sons of Kohath shall come to bear it: but
they shall not touch any holy thing, lest they die. These things are
the burden of the sons of Kohath in the tabernacle of the congre-
gation" (Num.4:15 KJV).
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The instruction concerning the moving of the tabernacle shows that,
because of the holy nature of its various elements, each was to be very
carefully packaged by the priesthood and then transported by people
who were specifically chosen and authorized for this task. Again, we see
that some holy things are more holy than others.

The Holy Sacrifices

"Aaron shall take a handful, of the grain offering flour, and of the
oil, and  the frankincense which is  on the meat offering, and  burn it
on the altar for a sweet smell with the memorial portion to the Lord.
And the remainder shall Aaron and his sons eat with unleavened
bread in the holy [qadosh] place; in the court of the tabernacle of
the congregation they shall eat it. It shall not be baked with leaven. I 
have given it to them for their portion of my offerings made by fire;
it is most holy [qodesh], as is the sin offering, and as the trespass
offering. All the males among the children of Aaron shall eat of it. It
shall be a statute for ever in your generations concerning the
offerings of the Lord made by fire: every one that touches them shall 
be holy [qadash]" (Lev.6:15-18 KJV).

Here, we see three different words used to define different degrees of
the sacred, holy state of existence (e.g., a place in the tabernacle, the
offering, and the priest who may touch the offering). 

Things Dedicated to God

In Numbers 16:6-39, the censers of the Korahites were regarded as
holy because they had been devoted to God; the censers had entered the
realm of the sacred through a lawful ritual (v17). The dedication of the
censers created a condition of inviolable holiness that could not allow for 
their being treated as common. See also Lev.27:9-10.

"But nothing that a man owns and devotes to the Lord—whether
man or animal or family land—may be sold or redeemed; every-
thing so devoted is most holy to the Lord" (Lev.27:28 NIV).

Once a thing, an animal, or a person is dedicated to God through
lawful ritual, the deed is done; it can never return to the common or
profane, because it is holy and forever belongs to God to do with as he
chooses. See Lev.27:29;33; 1.Sam.1:1-28.

The Holy and the Common

The deaths of Aaron's sons Nadab and Abihu caused by their bringing 
an unholy thing into the tabernacle (Lev.10:1-2), the deaths of 50,070
men of Beth-shemesh caused by their looking into the ark of the
covenant (1.Sam.6:19), and the death of Uzzah, which occurred when he
touched the ark of the covenant (2.Sam.6:1-7), are examples of what
happens when people violate the strict laws concerning holiness. 
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The accounts about Nadab and Abihu and the ark of the covenant
speak to the extreme danger of violating the laws of holiness and the
need to recognize and maintain a difference between the holy and the
common and the profane.

Aaron and his sons were prohibited from drinking any type of
alcoholic beverage when they served in the temple. This prohibition was
necessary  so that they would not inadvertently pollute the holy nature of
the temple and die. They were always to be keenly aware of the
difference between the sacred, the common, and the profane. Moreover,
they were to teach this difference to the Israelites:

"You [Aaron] and your sons [the priests] are not to drink wine or
other fermented drink whenever you go into the Tent of Meeting, or
you will die. This is a lasting ordinance for the generations to come.
You must distinguish between the holy and the common, between
the unclean and the clean, and you must teach the Israelites all the
decrees the Lord has given them through Moses" (Lev.10:9-11
NIV). See also Num.18:30-32.

GOD'S LAW AND BEING HOLY

Since the demise of the early church, the Father's children and many
other people have wondered why the Creator God required the Israelites
to practice many seemingly unnecessary and unimportant rituals and
laws and what some of these physical laws have to do with one's
salvation or the building of spiritual character. What benefit do these
laws bestow on those who practice them? The answer is that these laws
are the basis for being holy and practicing holiness. Moreover, these
laws define the holy attitudes, behaviors, and characteristics  holy people 
must have in order to live and maintain a holy lifestyle.

Clearly, when the Creator God said to the Israelites, "You shall be
holy: for I the Lord your God am holy," he did not expect them to become 
holy as he is holy in a spirit realm of existence (i.e., become a spirit-being 
and live on earth as a spirit-being). If the Israelites were to actually
become as God, they would have to become totally spirit. Moreover,
there were no instructions given to the Israelites concerning how to enter
into the spirit realm of existence during their lifetime; therefore,
becoming holy for the Israelites had to do with their physical existence
and the way they were to conduct their lives in the physical world as a
kingdom of priests and a holy nation. See Ex.19:5-6.

The Key

The Key to understanding how the Israelites were to be holy in a
physical sense is understanding that the law God gave to the Israelites set 
forth the rules and standards for being holy. The only concepts and
principles in the entire Bible that explain the condition of  being holy and 
the practice of  holiness before and after the advent of the Messiah are
contained in God's law. Therefore, being holy and being righteous are
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inexorably bound to God's law, because it is God's  law that sets forth the
rules and standards for being holy.

God has set the rules and standards by which all that is holy is to be
measured. Any deviation or violation from these rules and standards is in 
opposition to the nature of God who is a holy spirit-being. Therefore, a
thing or a person who is not in harmony with God's law cannot have an
intimate interaction with God. See Lev.10:1-9; 16:1-2; Num.3:3-4;
26:61.

The law explains what is holy and what is unholy. It explains the
attitude, behavior, and character that a holy person must have in order to
remain holy. The law gives detailed instructions about how to acquire the 
divine attributes and behaviors of  holiness and how to practice them.
The command to be holy as God is holy is always given in the context
with a list of God's laws or in an instruction urging compliance with
God's law as noted in 1.Peter 1:13-16. It is very important to carefully
consider the context in which the instruction to be holy as God is holy is
always found, because it tells us that it is God's law that instructs us in
how to be holy and how to maintain the holy state of existence. 

The Law Is Perfect

"The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving [i.e., restoring] the soul.
The statutes of the Lord are trustworthy, making wise the simple.
The precepts of the Lord are right, giving joy to the heart. The
commands of the Lord are radiant, giving light to the eyes. The fear
of the Lord is pure, enduring forever. The ordinances of the Lord
are sure and altogether righteous. They are more precious than
gold, than much pure gold; they are sweeter than honey, than honey 
from the comb. By them is your servant warned; in keeping them
there is great reward" (Psa.19:7-11 NIV).

When Adam and Eve were created, the original intent was for them
and their descendants to live a holy life in harmony with God; however,
this did not happen and humanity found themselves in opposition to God
and the way that would ensure a happy productive life. With the giving
of the law of sacrifice to Adam and Eve came the understanding of how
to restore harmony between God and mankind, and with the giving of
further understanding of God's law came the understanding of how to
maintain a holy life.

King David understood that it was a combination of God's law and the 
presence of God's holy spirit that gave one the knowledge and strength to 
overcome the lusts and desires of the flesh. Moreover,  David knew that
it was God's holy spirit that restored him to a sacred, holy state of
existence:
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"Hide your face from my sins; and blot out all mine lawlessness.
Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within
me. Cast me not away from your presence; and take not your holy
spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation; and uphold
me with your free spirit" (Psa.51:9-12 KJV Para.).

Moses to Instruct Israel in the Law

In Leviticus, chapter 19, Moses is told to speak to the whole nation of
Israel and give them a list of instructions that they must follow. Notice
that the first thing they must do is to become a holy people:

"And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, Speak to all the congre-
gation of the children of Israel, and say to them, You shall be holy
[qadosh]: for I the Lord your God am holy [qadosh]" (Lev.19:1-2
KJV).

Here, we see the Hebrew word qadosh, which means holy, holy one,
or saint, applied to both the Israelites and to the Creator God. In order for
the Israelites to be holy (i.e., to be a part of the sacred realm of existence), 
they must have certain attitudes and characteristics and behave in a
certain way.

Also in this list are the laws concerning respect for one's parents, the
observance of the Sabbath, and the prohibition against worshiping idols.
Clearly, it is the law that reveals what holy behavior is and it is the law
that sets forth the rules and standards for being holy:

"Each of you must respect his mother and father, and you must
observe my Sabbaths. I am the Lord your God. Do not turn to idols
or make gods of cast metal for yourselves. I am the Lord your God"
(Lev.19:3-4 NIV).

The Great Things of The Law

In the lamentation and prophecy about the tribe of Ephraim, God
says, "I will write the great things of my law for him ..." (Hos.8:12 Para.).

What are the great things of God's law? These great things are the
rules and instructions about how to enter into and maintain one's stand-
ing in God's sacred realm of existence through the practice of holiness.
This is the same law that the apostle Paul was inspired to call holy, right-
eous, and good (Rom.7:12) and the same law that the Israelites were to
practice as a holy people.

"Sanctify [qadash] yourselves therefore, and be you holy [qadosh]: 
for I am the Lord your God. And you shall keep my statutes, and do
them: I am the Lord which sanctify [qadash] you" (Lev.20:7-8
KJV). See also Num.15:40; Deut.26:18-19.

Because God chose the Israelites for his holy purpose. they were to
separate themselves from the common and profane and be a holy people
who practiced his law:
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"The Lord shall establish you as a  holy people to himself, as he has
sworn to you, if you shall keep the commandments of the Lord your
God, and walk in his ways" (Deut.28:9 KJV).

It is through understanding and practicing these great things of the
law that the Israelites would be blessed above all nations on earth. See
Deut.26:16-19; 28:1-2.

God's Law of Holiness

In order to understand what the Creator God meant when he said to
the Israelites "You shall be holy: for I the Lord your God am holy," one
must study God's law. It is the law that shows the differences between a
holy and an unholy state of existence and between holy and unholy
attitudes, behaviors, and character. It is the  law that sets the rules and
standards for what is holy and unholy. Therefore, one must look to the
law in order to know what is holy, how to become holy, and how to
practice a holy lifestyle.

Clearly, God does not have to alter his attitude, behavior, or character
to become holy, because he is intrinsically holy; he is perfection in every
aspect of his being.  God's character is perfect, his knowledge and under-
standing is perfect, and his love is perfect. There is nothing imperfect
about God. He is the standard of perfection for everything that exists and
it is to this holy standard which everything that exists is measured
against. Accordingly, the Israelites were to conform their attitude,
behavior, character, and lifestyle to God's holy standard which is defined 
and explained in the law he gave them to live by.

In this dimension of  existence, there are laws that function automat-
ically to regulate and maintain our physical existence. The willful
violation of these physical laws result in death, disaster, and destruction.
In exactly the same way, all of God's laws function automatically to
regulate and maintain his spirit realm of existence. These laws that
determine who and what is holy or unholy and whether or not one's
behavior is holy or unholy are empirical and function automatically. In
order for one who has been made holy to maintain their holy condition of
existence, these laws must be understood and practiced.

"You [Aaron] and your sons . . . .. This is a lasting ordinance for the
generations to come. You must distinguish between the holy and the
common, between the unclean and the clean, and you must teach the 
Israelites all the decrees the Lord has given them through Moses"
(Lev.10:9-11 NIV). See also Num.18:30-32.

The various laws that God gave to the Israelites were given in order to 
teach them how to recognize the difference between the holy and unholy. 
Obedience to the law would teach them how to become established as a
holy people through the practice of righteous concepts and principles
and how to maintain their holy existence as human beings..
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A Reminder of  The Law

The Israelites were told to wear fringes on their clothes with a ribbon
of blue in it and to affix God's law to the doorframes of  their houses and
gateways as a reminder that, in order to be and remain holy, they must
conform to these laws and practice them in their daily lives:

"Speak to  the children of Israel, and tell them to make fringes on the 
borders of their clothes throughout their generations, and that they
put on the fringe a ribbon of blue: And it shall be for you to look at
and remember all the Lord's commandments and do them; so that
you will not seek after the desires of your heart and your own eyes
after which you usually go astray That you remember, to do all my
commandments ,and be holy [qadosh] to your God" (Num.15:
38-40 Para.).  

"And it shall come to pass, if you carefully pay attention to my law
which I command you this day, to love the Lord your God, and serve 
him with all your heart and being. Then I will send rain on your land 
in all the proper seasons, so that you have grain, new wine and oil. I
will provide grass for your cattle, and you will eat and be satisfied.
Pay attention, do not be deceived and turn aside and worship and
serve other gods, because my anger will burn against you, and I will 
shut the heavens and it will not rain and the ground will yield no
produce, and you will perish quickly from the good land I will give
you. Fix  these words of mine in your hearts and minds; tie them as
symbols on your hands and let them be in the foremost part of your
mind that you may always keep them in view. Teach them to your
children, talking about them when you sit at home and when you
walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. Write
them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates"  (Deut.
11:13-20 Para.).

The Law Has Benefits

"Come near me and listen to this: "From the first announcement I
have not spoken in secret; at the time it happens, I am there." And
now the Sovereign Lord has sent me, with his Spirit. This is what the 
Lord says—your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel: I am the Lord
your God, who teaches you what is best for you, who directs you in
the way you should go. If only you had paid attention to my
commands, your peace would have been like a river, your right-
eousness like the waves of the sea. Your descendants would have
been like the sand, your children like its numberless grains; their
name would never be cut off nor destroyed from before me"  (Isa.48: 
16-19 NIV). See also Deut.30:15-20.
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There is nothing bad, evil, or wrong about God's laws. His laws do not 
cause pain or suffering. Instead, they are designed to bring peace,
happiness, and prosperity. For every effect there is a cause. All of the
evil, pain, and suffering in this world is the effect of people breaking
God's laws.

God created the law for our benefit. It was designed to bring us
happiness, joy, and prosperity. The Israelites were not willing to accept
these laws as  an expression of God's love; instead, they rebelled in their
hearts, minds, and attitudes:

"Oh, that their hearts would be inclined to fear me and keep all my
commands always, so that it might go well with them and their
children forever!" (Deut.5:29 NIV).

Most people view God's law as archaic and of little value in today's
world. Few people understand that, for the short time that God's laws
were diligently practiced by the nation of Israel, the Israelites were one
of the world's greatest military and economic powers, possessing
tremendous wealth and prosperity.

JESUS CHRIST AND THE LAW

Is it true that Jesus Christ's obedience to God's law did away with all
the laws that were given to humanity after the disobedience of Adam and
Eve in the Garden of Eden? Is it true that Christians should no longer be
concerned with the laws, precepts, and principles that were specifically
given to national Israel?

Matthew 5:17 is the scripture that is most quoted when attempting to
prove that Jesus did away with the Law. However, Jesus himself said,
"Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have
not come to abolish them but to fulfill them" (Matt.5:17 NIV).

Many theologians and professing Christian leaders believe that, in
fulfilling God's law, Jesus did away with it. Does this belief make any
sense? How could Jesus not destroy God's Law and still destroy it? In
order to prove that this scripture does not say that the law has been done
away with, it is important to research the original language of the text.

The English word abolish in verse 17 is translated from the Greek
word kataluoo, which means tear down, demolish, do away with,
abolish, annul, or make invalid. Jesus said that we should not even  think
that he would abolish or destroy the law! Yet, how many millions of
professing Christians actually believe he destroyed the law?

The English word fulfill in verse 17 is translated from the Greek word
elaruoo, which means to fill to the full, to complete, to make full, to fulfill
by doing. It is impossible to fill something up and empty and destroy it at
the same time.
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When studying the Bible, it is necessary to read scriptures in context
which helps to give the complete meaning to whatever subject is being
studied. The rest of what  Jesus says about the law in Matthew 5:18-19
further demonstrates that he did not destroy or do away with the law:

"I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the
smaller letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means
disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished" (v18).

Is heaven and earth still here? Yes! Has everything in God's Word
been fulfilled? No! Is the Law of God still in effect? Yes! Jesus says it is!

Notice what Jesus says about breaking God's law:

"Anyone who breaks one of  the  least of these commandments and
teaches others to do the same will be called least [Greek: 'less than
nothing'] in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and
teaches these commandments will be called great in the kingdom of
heaven" (v19).

Jesus did not say that some who break the law will be in the kingdom
of God in a lessor position, he said that those who break the law will be
spoken of as worthless. The scriptures clearly show that no one who
breaks God's law will enter God's heavenly kingdom. See Rom.6:23;
Rev.21:10-27; 22:14-15.

Jesus Magnified the Law 

What did Jesus mean when he said that he came to fulfill the law and
the prophets (Matt.5:17)? The prophets spoke of the Messiah's coming to 
give his life for the salvation of humanity. Jesus clearly fulfilled these
prophecies about the Messiah along with the prophecy concerning God's
law recorded in the Book of Isaiah:

"The Lord is well pleased for his righteousness sake; he will
magnify the law, and make it honorable" (Isa.42:21 KJV).

The English word magnify is translated from a Hebrew word that
literally means to make great or cause to be great. This is exactly what
Jesus Christ did to fill the law to its fullest. He magnified the law by
showing how good and beneficial it is.

The Creator God who became the Messiah gave God's law  (i.e., the
Sovereign Father's law, which includes the Ten Commandments) to the
patriarchs and national Israel. When he gave these laws, he fully
intended for them to be kept in the letter of the law, and the spirit of the
law as people came to understand the precepts and principles contained
in them. In return, those who kept the law would be blessed with
tremendous physical blessings. See Deut.28.

"Oh, that their hearts would be inclined to fear me and keep all my
commands always, so that it might go well with them and their
children  forever!" (Deut.5:29 NIV).
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Although the Israelites understood the physical basis for keeping the
law, few comprehend the spiritual intent and meaning of God's law
because they failed to study it and meditate on it.

A part of the plan of God for the salvation of humanity called for
Jesus Christ to come and explain the spiritual intent and meaning of
God's law. This is precisely what he did and it is recorded in Matthew,
chapters 5, 6, and 7, and Luke, chapter 6. All of the teachings of Jesus
Christ about God's law bring its full spiritual meaning and intent into
focus.

Eternal Life

The question of eternal life is on the minds of many people today, just
as it was on the minds of people during Jesus' day. A young man asked
Jesus about this very subject:

"Now a man came up to Jesus and asked, "Teacher, what good thing 
must I do to get eternal life?" "Why do you ask me about what is
good?" Jesus replied. "There is only One who is good. If you want
to enter life, obey the commandments" (Matt.19:16-17 NIV).

If Jesus had come to abolish the law, why did he tell this young man to 
keep the law?  Jesus told the young man in no uncertain terms that, if he
expected to receive eternal life, he must keep the commandments.

Vain Worship

Jesus was neither the soft-spoken person most people have imagined
nor an insipid and feeble personality, which is falsely depicted in so
many artist's depictions of him (hanging pictures and setting up idols of
Jesus actually violates the second commandment against idolatry). On
the contrary, Jesus was a dynamic, powerful, personality who spoke the
truth without reservation. Jesus spoke openly to the Pharisees and
Scribes (the religious leaders of his day) who were in opposition to his
teachings:

"Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you hypocrites; as it is
written: 'These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are
far from me.  They worship me in vain; their teachings are but rules
taught by men.' You have let go of the commands of God and are
holding on to the traditions of men. And he said to them: "You have
a fine way of setting aside the commands of God in order to observe
your own traditions!" (Mk.7:6-9 NIV).

Jesus emphatically argued that people are hypocrites if they reject the
law of God and claim to worship him! Jesus says that if we love him and
his God (i.e., the Sovereign Father) we will keep his law:
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"Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who
loves me. he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will
love him and show myself to him. .  . Jesus replied, "If anyone loves
me, he will obey my teaching.  My Father will love him, and we will
come to him and make our home with him. He who does not love me
will not obey my teaching. These words you hear are not my own;
they belong to the Father who sent me"  (Jn.14:21, 23-24).

Consider also how Jesus says that we can remain in his love: "If  you
obey my commands, you will remain in my love [remain and live in], just
as I have obeyed my Father's commands and remain in his love"
(Jn.15:10 NIV).  This shows that we are commanded by Jesus Christ to
follow his example. This was understood and taught by the apostle Peter: 
"To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an
example, that you should follow in his steps" (1.Pet.2:21 NIV). 

The apostle John wrote a stinging rebuke to those who say they know
Jesus Christ and claim to follow him but do not keep the commandments: 
"The man who says, I know him [Jesus Christ] but does not do what he
commands is a liar, and the truth is not in him" (1.Jn.2:4 NIV). The Book 
of Revelation shows that liars will not be in the Kingdom of God, but will 
be burned up in the Lake of Fire. See Rev.21:8, 27; 22:15.

Follow Christ's Example To Be Holy

What kind of lifestyle would God follow if he came to earth to live?
What kind of example would he set for us to follow? What kind of
attitudes and behaviors would he exhibit? These answers are found in a
review of Jesus Christ's life and his practice of God's law. Jesus practiced 
all of God's laws that were applicable to his life. He practiced them
because these laws define what is holy and unholy, reveal how to become 
holy, give instruction in how to practice a holy lifestyle, and explain how
to maintain one's holiness.

Jesus the Christ was the Creator God before he came to earth to save
humanity. In order to save himself from the second death and become the 
Savior of humanity, he had to be holy and perfectly practice a life of
holiness.

Notice what the Sovereign Father said about Jesus at his baptism:

"And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the
water: and, lo, the heavens were opened to  him, and he saw the
spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting  on him: And lo a
voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am
well pleased" (Matt.3:16-17 KJV). See also Matt.12:18; Mk.1:11.

Why was God the Father pleased with Jesus? He was pleased with
him because Jesus perfectly understood and practiced his law up to this
point in his life.
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During Christ's ministry, we again see the Sovereign Father voicing
his further approval of Jesus' lifestyle and teachings:

"After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John the
brother of James, and led them up a high mountain by themselves.
There he was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun,
and his clothes became as white as the light. Just then there
appeared before them Moses and Elijah, talking with Jesus. Peter
said to Jesus, Lord, it is good for us to be here. If you wish, I will put
up three shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.
While he was still speaking, a bright cloud enveloped them, and a
voice from the cloud said, This is my Son, whom I love; with him I
am well pleased. Listen to him!" (Matt.17:1-5 NIV). See also
2.Pet.1:15-18.

The Father was pleased with Jesus because he was living in com-
pliance to the law of holiness and was fulfilling the purpose for which he
was sent to earth—to reveal the existence of the Sovereign God and his
plan for humanity and to explain and magnify his holy law. See Isa.
42:21; Matt.5:17.

The parable of the talents clearly shows that the Father will also be
very pleased with people who practice the way of holiness and do as they
are instructed:

"His Lord said to him, Well done, good and faithful servant; you
have been faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over
many things: enter you into the joy of your Lord" (Matt.25:23 KJV).

The Commission

After Christ's death and resurrection, he met with his disciples and
gave them the following commission:

"And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, All power is given to
me in heaven and in earth. You go, and teach all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the holy
spirit: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have
commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even to the end of
the world. Amen" (Matt.28:18-20 KJV).

What did Jesus teach that must also be taught by those who follow
him? Jesus taught about the Sovereign God, his plan for humanity, and
his holy law, which is what those who follow Christ must also be
teaching.

Jesus conformed to and practiced God's law and his way of  holiness
in attitude, behavior, and character under the agreement that he had made 
with national Israel while he was the Creator God. The reason Jesus
Christ is our Savior and our Redeemer is that he was found to comply in
attitude, behavior, and character to God's law which is the standard for a
holy and a righteous lifestyle.
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If the Sovereign Father were to come to live on earth as a physical
being, he would practice all of the laws written in the Bible that define
holiness in the flesh. We know that this is the lifestyle he would practice
because the Creator God came to earth to live as a human being and he
did obey all of the laws written in the Bible that define and govern who
and what is holy and how to maintain a holy state of existence. See
Heb.5:1-10.

The Savior of  humanity is the perfect example of a holy person living 
in the flesh. Moreover, he is the perfect example of a person who
practiced holiness, because he practiced the law perfectly. 

Be Honest

An honest look at the teachings of Jesus Christ and the apostles leaves 
no doubt that, if we want to follow God's way of life, we must practice
and teach God's law!

It is beyond the scope of this study to detail all the various ways that
people reject and disobey God's laws; however, it is clear from the
biblical perspective that most of humanity is either unknowingly or
knowingly rejecting and disobeying God's laws:

"The sinful mind is hostile to God. It does not submit to God's law,
nor can it do so. Those controlled by the sinful nature cannot please
God" (Rom.8:7-8 NIV). See also Jer.17:9.

If we say that God's laws are no longer in effect, we disagree with
God the Father and Jesus Christ, which means that we do not want them
in our lives.

Should the Father's children practice his law? The answer found in
the Bible is that you cannot be a child of God or be holy unless you
practice God's laws.

THE FATHER'S HOLY NATION

Because of a promise that he had made to the patriarch Abraham, the
Creator God chose national Israel and called them out of spiritual
darkness to be his personal representatives on earth,  a nation of  priests,
and examples and teachers of God's holy way to the rest of humanity.

Today, it is the Sovereign Father who chooses individuals from
among all nations to become his personal representatives on earth. These 
individuals are to become members of his holy family as firstborn sons of 
his new creation and participate in his holy nation as kings, priests, and
ambassadors. Each of these individuals is a temple through which they
worship and serve the Father under the administration of his Son Jesus
Christ. These individuals are spiritual Jews and comprise the spiritual
Israel of God. See Rom.2:29; Gal.6:16.
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"But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy
nation, a peculiar people; that you should show forth the praises of
him who has called you out of darkness into his marvelous light:
Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of
God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy"
(1.Pet.2:9-10 KJV). See also 2.Cor.5:18-20; Rev.1:6; 5:10.

The Sovereign Father's call of individuals  to participate in his holy
nation has similarities to the Creator God's call of national Israel, and
there are many parallels that can be drawn between these two callings.
However, there are major differences between them and major
differences in how a person becomes holy and practices holiness during
the gospel age of salvation.

Chosen to Be Holy

Before the foundation of the earth, the Sovereign God determined
that certain individuals would exist and be called to salvation at a
particular time in his plan. And these people would become holy in
attitude, behavior, character, and quality of existence:

"Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has
blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ:
According as he has chosen us in him before the foundation of the
world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love: 
Having predestinated us to the adoption of children by Jesus Christ
to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will" (Eph.1:3-5
KJV).

The English word holy in verse 4 is translated from the Greek word
hagios, which means sacred, physically pure, morally blameless, conse-
crated,  holy or saint. The word hagios connotes someone or something
that is intrinsically sacred in the same sense as the Hebrew word qadash
connotes a state of being that belongs to the realm of the sacred (i.e.,
something that is separate and distinct from the common or profane).

The phrase without blame is translated from the Greek word amomos, 
which means blameless, moral perfection and connotes perfect piety.

Paul reveals to the Ephesians that God had predetermined and
decreed that everyone who would participate in his special calling would 
be holy in their state of being and express perfect piety in attitude,
behavior, and character. The Father's holy people are to imitate his
attitude, behavior, and character just as the Israelites were to imitate the
Creator God's holiness. Today, during the gospel age of salvation, it is
just as important for the Sovereign Father's children to be holy as it was
for national Israel to be holy under their covenant with the Creator God.

"For God has not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and
of love, and of a sound mind [i.e., self-control]. Be not you
therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his
prisoner: but be you partaker of the afflictions of  the  gospel  
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according to the power of God; Who has saved us, and called
us with an holy [hagios]  calling, not according to our works, but
according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in
Christ Jesus before the world began"  (2.Tim.1:7-9 KJV).

Called to Purity

In his instruction to the Thessalonians, Paul  stresses the point that it
is the Father's will that those he calls to become his children abstain from
sexual sins. They should remain physically pure because they were
called to a life of purity and they are rejecting the Father who has given
them his spirit if they neglect to remain physically pure:

"For this is the will of God, even your sanctification, that you
should abstain from fornication: That every one of you should know 
how to possess his vessel in sanctification and honor; Not in the lust
of concupiscence, even as the Gentiles which know not God: That
no man go beyond and defraud his brother in any matter: because
that the Lord is the avenger of all such, as we also have forewarned
you and testified. For God has not called us to uncleanness, but to
holiness. He therefore that despises, despises not man, but God,
who has also given to us his holy spirit" (1.Thes.4:3-8 KJV).

The English words sanctification in verse 4 and holiness in verse 7
are both translated from the Greek word hagiasmos, which means a state
of purity in the physical sense.

Under the gospel age agreement, spiritual purity replaces physical
ritual and physical purity related to worship to a degree but not entirely.
There are many physical rituals and laws related to worship that have
been carried over from the covenant with ancient Israel. These rituals
and laws either partially or totally apply to the elect. For example, the
law of marriage, the dietary laws, the Sabbath, the Festivals, and the
Passover are all laws that must still be honored and practiced as they
apply to one's pious lifestyle.

Be Holy, Because I Am Holy

"Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, being sober, perfectly
hope in the grace being brought to you at the revelation of Jesus
Christ; As obedient children, not in ignorance fashioning your-
selves after your former lusts, but according to the Holy One who
has called you to also become holy in all conduct. Because it has
been written, Be holy; because I am holy" (1.Pet.1:13-16 KJV
Para.). See Lev.11:45; 19:1-2; 20:26.

Here, we see that the Sovereign Father's holy nation of  kings, priests,
and ambassadors must also be holy, just as the Israelites were to be holy.
The Father's holy nation is also to practice godly attitudes, behaviors,
and characteristics and separate themselves from the common and
profane.
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Purchased With Blood

The nation of Israel belonged to the Creator God by right of his
covenant with them and the patriarchs; however, the Sovereign Father's
children are his because he has purchased them with the sacrificial blood
of his firstborn son. With the advent of the Messiah, a new and superior
method by which a person could be made holy and be maintained in a
holy state of existence was established and introduced to humanity:

"Forasmuch as you know that you were not redeemed with corrup-
tible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation
received by tradition from your fathers; But with the precious blood 
of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot" (1.Pet.
1:18-19 KJV).

The Process of Becoming a Holy One

The nation of Israel was made holy through decree and ritual, but the
Sons of the Father's new creation are made holy through the sacrificial
blood of Jesus Christ and the ritual of baptism and the laying on of hands
to receive the holy spirit.

On the Day of Pentecost, the apostle Peter revealed that Jesus whom
the Jews had crucified was indeed the Messiah and there was now a way
to have one's sins forgiven and to be saved from eternal death:

"When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to
Peter and the other apostles, "Brothers, what shall we do?" Peter
replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive
the gift of the holy spirit. The promise is for you and your children
and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will
call." With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with
them, "Save yourselves from this corrupt generation" (Acts 2:37-40 
NIV).

A person becomes holy through the redemptive process and is
transformed from the realm of the common and profane to the realm of
the holy by the Sovereign Father's decree and power. This redemptive
process begins with the Father's call to salvation and progresses through
the following steps:

• True repentance.
• The Father's forgiveness of one's sins through the sacrificial blood 

of Jesus Christ.
• The sacred ritual of baptism.
• The sacred ritual of the laying on of hands for receiving the

indwelling of  the holy spirit.
• The transformation into a holy individual through the Father's

spirit-power.
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Notice that the first step toward being holy after the Father opens
one's mind to his truth is repentance. The scriptures clearly show that
repentance requires one to change one's lifestyle and begin to obey God's 
laws. This requirement is exactly the same today as it was for national
Israel. One cannot become holy unless one is willing to obey and practice 
God's law.

Baptism  is  not  only a symbolic representation  of  death, burial, and
resurrection to a new life in Christ but also a physical and spiritual
reality. Notice how Paul reminds the elect at Rome of their baptism  and
sinless condition before God when he exhorts them to live  a sinless life:

"What  shall we say then?  Shall we continue in sin,  that  grace may
abound? God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any
longer therein? Know  you  not, that so many of us as were baptized
into  Jesus Christ were baptized into his death?"  (Rom.6:1-3 KJV).

As a person descends beneath the baptismal water which symbolizes
a grave, their old life symbolically dies and is buried:

"Therefore  we are buried with him by baptism to  death: that like  as 
Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of  the Father, even
so we also should walk in newness of life" (Rom.6:4 KJV).

When a person is raised out of the water, they are  symbolically and
in fact raised to a new life. And upon receiving the spirit of God the
transition is complete; a person is transformed from the original human
creation into a new and  different being. The old person with only the
spirit of  man ceases  to exist, and a new person who has the spirit of God
dwelling within them is born. See 2.Cor.5:17; Rom.6:1-18.

The Father's Children Are Holy

Although a child of God still  appears to be human, a transformation
has taken place that makes a person who has received the holy spirit
different from other humans. That person has been converted into a  son
of God with the genetic imprint of the God family. Although a child of
God is not yet an immortal spirit-being, a person with God's spirit
dwelling within them is certainly a member of the Father's spiritual
family. Moreover, at some  time in the future, all of the Father's earthly
children will shed their bodies of flesh and receive an immortal
spirit-body. See 1.Cor.15:51-54; 1.Thes.4;13-17; Rev.20:6.

The Father's children are not only physically holy as the Israelites
were but also intrinsically holy as the Father and his firstborn son Jesus
Christ. Holiness is imparted during the gospel age of salvation by the
Sovereign Father to those whom he calls to be holy and obey his law of
holiness. See 1.Pet.1:13-16; Eph.1:3-5; 2.Tim.1:7-9; 1.Thes.4:3-8.
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God the Father is extremely interested in his children being holy.
When mankind was created, they were created in God's image. More-
over, he intended that mankind be patterned after himself in attitude,
behavior, and character, which is why a system of worship was devel-
oped that would make it possible for his people to be in constant contact
with him in order to be taught holy attitude, behavior, and character. The
Father's elect children are called to become examples of his holiness (i.e., 
to be holy as he is holy), which is accomplished through placing his spirit 
within them and instructing them in how to live and maintain a holy
lifestyle.

Both the apostle Paul and the  writer to the Hebrews said that people
under the gospel age agreement with God the Father are indeed
intrinsically holy as partakers of  the heavenly calling. This calling offers 
the awesome privilege of being given the Father's holy spirit, being given 
immortal life as a spirit-being in the Father's divine family, and the
opportunity to serve him as a king, priest, and ambassador on earth:

"I charge you by the Lord that this epistle be read to all the holy
(hagios) brethren" (1.Thes.5:27 KJV).

"Wherefore, holy (hagios) brethren, partakers of the heavenly
calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our profession,
Christ Jesus" (Heb.3:1 KJV).

Make no mistake, those who have the holy spirit dwelling within
them are different from other humans, because they participate in the
Father's divine realm of existence—they are holy beings.

Maintaining One's Holiness

"Being then made free from sin, you became the servants of right-
eousness. I speak after the manner of men because of the infirmity of 
your flesh: for as you have yielded your members servants to
uncleanness and to iniquity unto  iniquity; even so now yield your
members servants to righteousness unto holiness. For when you
were the servants of sin, you were free from righteousness" (Rom.6: 
18-20 KJV). See also 1.Thes.4:2-4. 

Here, Paul says that being free from sin means being free from the
penalty imposed for the violation of God's law. Under the first agreement 
with national Israel, the only way to be free from the penalty of sin was to 
have the penalty temporarily set aside through an atoning sacrifice.
Under the gospel age agreement, Jesus Christ is the atoning sacrifice that
permanently removes the penalty for the violation of God's law.

The English word righteousness in Romans 6:18-20 is translated
from the Greek word dikaiosune, which means justification. It pertains to 
being in compliance with God's law (i.e., being blameless). However, the 
definition of dikaiosune is much more complex when used in combi-
nation with holiness.
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The condition, the  pursuit, and the practice of holiness cannot be
completely separated from an atonement for the violation of God's law,
because the result of atonement is righteousness (i.e., being in harmony
with God's law) and the pursuit and practice of  holiness requires one to
be in harmony with God's law. Moreover, the condition, the  pursuit, and
the practice of  holiness for the Father's children requires the indwelling
of the Father's personal spirit, his holy spirit, and Christ's spirit, as well as  
their application in one's life.

In a letter to the Ephesians, Paul reminds them that they must not live
sinful lives like people who are in spiritual darkness and separated from
God, because they have been taught a different lifestyle through Christ:

"This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that you henceforth
walk not as other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their mind, Having
the understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God
through the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of
their heart: Who being past feeling have given themselves over to
lasciviousness, to work all uncleanness with greediness. But you
have not so learned Christ; If so be that you have heard him, and
have been taught by him, as the truth is in Jesus: That you put off
concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt
according to the deceitful lusts; And be renewed in the spirit of your
mind; And that you put on the new man, which after God is created
in righteousness and true holiness" (Eph.4:17-24).

It is important to remember that Paul was speaking to a people who
have been transformed from human beings who had only the spirit of
man into a new, holy creation that had the spirit of God. The Ephesians
were not human like other people; they were holy with the divine nature
of God within them. Therefore, they had to totally put away their old
corrupt ways and live the holy life that they were created to live. When
Paul said that they were to live in true holiness (Greek: aletheia hosiotes), 
he meant that they were to be living a truly pious life—a life in com-
pliance with God's law.

The Father's elect who are his holy nation of kings, priests, ambass-
adors and temples on earth are held to the highest standards of ethical,
moral, and spiritual behavior. The elect must conform to the Father's
standards which are holy, not to mankind's standards which are unholy:

"Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth with his
neighbor: for we are members one of another. Be you angry, and sin 
not: Let not the sun go down  on your wrath: Neither give place to
the devil. Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let him labor,
working with his hands the thing which is good, that he may have to
give to him that needs. Let no corrupt communication proceed out
of your mouth, but that which is good to the use of edifying, that it
may minister grace to  the hearers. And grieve not the holy spirit of
God, whereby you are sealed to the day of redemption. Let all
bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamor, and evil speaking, be
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put away from you, with all malice: And be you kind one to another,
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake
has forgiven you" (Eph.4:25-32 KJV).

Notice that all of the things Paul told the Ephesians to stop doing are
violations of God's law, and all the things that they were to do are
characteristics of godly behavior. Paul showed the Ephesians the
difference between what is unlawful (unholy) and what is  lawful (holy)
in thought, attitude, and behavior. Moreover, he told them that, because
they were holy creatures, they were to pursue only that which is holy.

In his letter to the Thessalonians, Paul expresses his desire for their
continued spiritual growth so that they would be firmly established in the 
practice of holy behavior at the day of Christ's return.

"Now God himself and our Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ,
direct our way to you. And the Lord make you to increase and
abound in love one toward another, and toward all men, even as we
do toward you: To the end he may establish your hearts unblame-
able in holiness [hagiosune] before God, even our Father, at the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints" (1.Thes.
3:11-13 KJV).

The English word holiness in verse 13 is translated from the Greek
word hagiosune, which means the quality of holiness.

Paul wrote to Titus about certain types of  behavior as being holy or
unholy, and that elder women and spiritual leaders among the elect must
exhibit holy behavior:

"But speak you the things which become sound doctrine: That the
aged men be sober, grave, temperate, sound in faith, in charity, in
patience. The aged women likewise, that they be in behavior as
becomes holiness [hagiasmos], not false accusers, not given to
much wine, but teachers of good things; That they may teach the
young women to be sober, to love their husbands, to love their
children, To be discreet, chaste, keepers at home, good, obedient to
their own husbands, that the word of God be not blasphemed" (Tit.
2:1-5 KJV).

The English word holiness in verse 3 is translated from the Greek
word, hagiasmos which means the state of purity.

"For a bishop must be blameless, as the steward of God; not self-
willed, not soon angry, not given to wine, no striker, not given to
filthy lucre; But a lover of hospitality, a lover of good men, sober,
just, holy [hosios], temperate; Holding fast the faithful word as he
has been taught, that he may be able by sound doctrine both to
exhort and to convince the gainsayers" (Tit.1:7-9 KJV).
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The English word holy in verse 8 is translated from the Greek word
hosios, which means intrinsic or divine character. From this and other
examples in this study, it is evident that a holy person has a state of being
which is different from other humans on earth.

Just as the priesthood of Israel was held to a higher standard of holy
behavior than the congregation of Israel, those who are the spiritual
leaders among the Father's elect children are held to a higher standard of
holy behavior. The teachers of God's law and way of life are held to the
highest standard of holy behavior because they are to set the example of a 
pious lifestyle for others to follow. 

Garments of the Holy Ones

The priests of ancient Israel were always to be properly clothed with
holy garments when serving the Creator God in his temple. Any priest
who failed to wear the proper garment when entering into the tabernacle
and any priest who failed to remain properly clothed while serving in the
tabernacle would die for their violation of the law regarding the holy
state of existence within the tabernacle.

Why was it so important for God's priests to be properly clothed?  It
was important as a show of respect, reverence, and honor to God and as a
continual reminder to them of who they were and whom they were
serving.

The foundational elements of the law concerning being properly
clothed while serving in the temple is a part of the  gospel age agreement
between God the Father and his royal priesthood who serve him in his
temple today. His priests must always be properly clothed in the holy
garments of their office which he has provided for them to wear in this
life and in their lives after the resurrection to immortal life.

The major difference in the law concerning priestly clothing during
the gospel age of salvation and under the covenant with national Israel is
that, under the gospel age agreement, it applies in a spiritual context
instead of a physical context.

Because the elect are in a spiritual battle against the forces of evil,
Paul instructs the Ephesians to always wear the spiritual armor that has
been given to them. A very important part of a warrior priest's armor is
the breastplate of righteousness, which protects the heart:

"Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his
might. Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand 
against the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and
blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers
of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high
places. Wherefore take to you the whole armor of God, that you may 
be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.
Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having
on the breastplate of righteousness; And your feet shod with the

157

 



preparation of the gospel of peace; Above all, taking the shield of
faith, wherewith you shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the
wicked. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the
Spirit, which is the word of God" (Eph.6:10-17 KJV).

In Peter's instructions to the elders, he says to be clothed with
humility, which is a godly attitude and a major part of practicing
holiness:

"Likewise, you younger, submit yourselves to the elder. Yes, all of
you be subject one to another, and be clothed with humility: for God 
resists the proud, and giveth grace to the humble" (1.Pet.5:5 KJV).
See also 2.Cor.6:1-9.

While speaking of those who are called to participate in the first
resurrection, Jesus revealed that, when someone is invited to participate
in this awesome opportunity, they must heed the invitation and appear
before the Sovereign God in the holy garments he provides for this
occasion.

Matthew 22:2-14 NIV

"The kingdom of heaven is like a king who prepared a wedding
banquet for his son. He sent his servants to those who had been
invited to the banquet to tell them to come, but they refused to come'
(vs.2-3). 

"Then he sent some more servants and said, 'Tell those who have
been invited that I have prepared my dinner: My oxen and fattened
cattle have been butchered, and everything is ready. Come to the
wedding banquet.' "But they paid no attention and went off, one to
his field, another to his business' (vs.4-5).

"The rest seized his servants, mistreated them and killed them. The
king was enraged. He sent his army and destroyed those murderers
and burned their city. "Then he said to his servants, 'The wedding
banquet is ready, but those I invited did not deserve to come. Go to
the street corners and invite to the banquet anyone you find.' So the
servants went out into the streets and gathered all the people they
could find, both good and bad, and the wedding hall was filled with
guests. "But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a
man there who was not wearing wedding clothes. 'Friend,' he
asked, 'how did you get in here without wedding clothes?' The man
was speechless. "Then the king told the attendants, 'Tie him hand
and foot, and throw him outside, into the darkness, where there will
be weeping and gnashing of teeth.' "For many are invited, but few
are chosen" (vs.6-14).

This parable along with the following scriptures about the garments
of the saints  reveal that it is extremely important to be properly dressed
spiritually in holy garments in order to appear before God who is holy:
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"You have a few names even in Sardis which have not defiled their
garments; and they shall walk with me in white: for they are
worthy" (Rev.3:4 KJV).

"Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watches, and keeps his
garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his shame" (Rev.16:15
KJV). See also Zech.3:3-5; 1.Pet.5:5-9.

"Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honor to him: for the marriage
of the Lamb is come, and his wife has made herself ready. And to her 
was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and
white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints" (Rev.19:7-8
KJV).

The Temple is Holy

"Don't you know  that you are the temple of God, and that the spirit
of God dwells in you? If any man defile the temple of God, God shall 
destroy him; because God's temple is holy [hagios] and you are his
temple" (1.Cor.3:16-17 Para.). See Lev.10:1-10.

Here, Paul reprimands the elect at Corinth for their lack of under-
standing about the sanctity of their bodies which are the Sovereign
Father's personal temples on earth where his spirit, his holy spirit, and
Christ's spirit reside. See 1.Jn.3:24; Acts 5:32; Gal.4:4-6.

Under the first agreement with national Israel, the Israelites were to
be a kingdom of priests and a holy nation; therefore, all the people, the
priesthood, the temple, the altar, and everything associated with them
were to be holy, because God who is holy was to dwell among them:

"And  let them make me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among  them"
(Ex.25:8 KJV). See also Ex.29:43-45; 26:11-16; Deut.23:10-14.

Within the temple, the priesthood practiced holy rituals and acts of
holiness. And from the temple, the priesthood taught the people God's
laws which are the rules and standards for being holy and maintaining a
holy lifestyle. See Ex.29:36-46; Lev.10:10-11;19:2; Deut. 23:14.

When The Messiah returns as King of kings and Lord of lords, he will 
dwell in Israel in order to teach the way of holiness from the temple:

"But in the last days it shall come to pass, that the mountain of the
house of the Lord shall be established in the top of the mountains
[above all governments], and it shall be exalted above the hills
[above all nations]; and people shall flow to it. And many nations
shall come, and say, Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the
Lord, and to the house of the God of Jacob [the Creator God, Jesus
Christ]; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his
paths: for the law shall go forth of Zion, and the word of the Lord
from Jerusalem" (Mic.4:1-2 KJV). See also Isa.9:6-7.

159

 



Under the gospel age agreement that the Father has with his children,
his personal spirit, his holy spirit, and the spirit of Christ dwell within
them:

"But you are not in the flesh, but in the spirit, if so be that God's
spirit dwells in you. Now if any man have not the spirit of Christ, he
is none of his" (Rom.8:9 KJV).

"And what agreement has the temple of God with idols? for you are
the temple of the living God; as God has said, I will dwell in them,
and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my
people" (2.Cor.6:16 KJV).

Today, the situation is similar to the one that existed when the Creator 
God dwelled in the sanctuary in national Israel. However, now it is the
Father's priests who are his holy temples, perform acts of holiness, and
practice and teach his law, which contains the rules and standards for
being holy and remaining holy.

The priests Nadab and Abihu and many others were killed because
they violated the strict laws of holy behavior concerning the holy temple
and the holy things pertaining to it. See Lev.10:1-2; 1.Sam.6:19; 2.Sam.
6:1-7.

"Haven't you yet learned that your body is the home of the holy
spirit God gave you, and that he lives within you? Your own body
does not belong to you.  For God has bought you with  a  great price. 
So use every part of  your body to give glory  back  to God, because
he owns it" (1.Cor.6:19-20 LPB).

The great price paid to redeem humanity was the death of Jesus Christ 
who was the Creator God before he emptied himself of his immortality
and became human.

Many people do not realize that God has not changed; he still requires 
all things and all people that he owns by divine decree and right of
covenant to be and to remain holy (i.e., free of all sin and impurity). See
Mal.3:6; Heb.9:22-28.

"And what agreement has the temple of God with idols?  for you are
the  temple of the living God; as God has said, I will  dwell  in them
and walk in them; and I will be their God and they shall be my
people. Wherefore come out from among them, and be you
separate, says the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will
receive  you.  And will be a Father to  you, and you shall be  my sons
and daughters, says the Lord Almighty" (2.Cor.6:16-18 KJV).

Under the gospel age agreement, the defilement of the Father's temple 
occurs in the same way it did under the first covenant with national
Israel. It occurs through willful disobedience of God's law or careless
neglect of his law. See Isa.66:17-18; 1.Cor.3:16-17; 6:15-20; Tit.1:
15-16.
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The Father's holy spirit resides within his children who are also his
personal temples on earth just like the Creator God's spirit-presence
resided within the tabernacle and the temple in Israel. Because the Father 
will not allow his spirit to inhabit an impure place, a physical and a
spiritual change occurs during baptism. In the baptismal water, the
Father  purifies the  physical body  through his spirit-power so that  his
holy spirit  (his spirit-presence) can dwell  within  the repentant believer's 
physical body. See 1.Tim.5:22; Tit.1:15-16; Heb.10:14-22, 1.Pet.1:22;
1.Jn.3:1-3; 4:4.

In order to maintain a holy state of existence, one must become
separate from that which is by nature unholy, common, and profane.
However this is not easy; it takes mental and physical effort to maintain a 
separation from the things that would contaminate one's holiness. One
must make an effort to resist unholy (sinful) thoughts and unholy actions. 
In some instances, one must avoid an association with certain circum-
stances and individuals that could negatively impact one's holy lifestyle. 

"For through Jesus we both have access by one spirit to the Father.
Therefore, you are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow-
citizens with the saints [i.e., the hagios, the pure or the blameless
ones], and of the household of God; And are built on the foundation
of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the
corner-stone; In whom all the building fitted together grows into a
holy temple in the Lord: In whom you also are built together into a
dwelling-place of God in the spirit"  (Eph.2:18-22 Para.).

The  writings  of the apostles leave no doubt that the  physical body of
a holy one is a temple where the spirit-presence of God dwells—a holy
one is the Sovereign God's sacred temple on earth.

The Holy Sacrifices and Prayers

All lawful sacrifices to the Creator God under the first agreement
with national Israel were considered holy and so are all lawful sacrifices
offered to the Sovereign Father under the gospel age agreement. In fact,
holy sacrifices are demanded by the Father from his children just as the
Creator God demanded holy sacrifice from the Israelites.

Although the sacrifices under the gospel age agreement are spiritual
in nature, they are still holy and are offered for the same primary reasons
that they were required of ancient Israel. There are physical and spiritual
lessons pertaining to holiness to be learned through sacrifice. The
following are a number of instructions to the Father's elect that show the
importance of making spiritual sacrifices:

"Therefore,  lay aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and 
envies, and all evil speech As newborn babes, desire the sincere
milk of the word, that you may grow thereby: If so be you have
tasted that the Lord is gracious. To whom coming, as to a living
stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, and precious,
You also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy
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(hagios) priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to
God by Jesus Christ" (1.Pet.2:1-5 KJV).

"I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy [hagios], acceptable to
God, which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed to
this world: but be you transformed by the renewing of your mind,
that you may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect,
will of God" (Rom.12:1-2 KJV).

"Now you Philippians know also, that in the beginning of the
gospel, when I departed from Macedonia, no church communicated 
with me as concerning giving and receiving, but you only. For even
in Thessalonica you sent once and again to my necessity. Not
because I desire a gift: but I desire fruit that may abound to your
account. But I have all, and abound: I am full, having received of
Epaphroditus the things which were sent from you, an odor of a
sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, well pleasing to God" (Phil.4:
15-18 KJV).

The writer to the Hebrews confirms that the acknowledgment of the
Father's awesome greatness to him by his children through the office of
Jesus Christ as their high priest is considered by him to be a pleasing
sacrifice:

"For here we do not have a continuing city [earthly Jerusalem], but
we seek the city to come [heavenly Jerusalem]. Then through him
[Jesus] let us always offer up a vocal sacrifice of praise to God the
Father by confessing his name" (Heb.13:14-15 Para.).

The apostle Peter said, "But you are a chosen generation, a royal
priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that you should show forth 
the praises of him who has called you out of darkness into his marvelous
light" (1.Pet.2:9 KJV). 

A parallel can easily be drawn between the necessity of offering the
incense on the golden altar in the light of the seven lamps in the
tabernacle and the necessity for the Father's elect to praise him in his
temple (which they are) after being called into the light of his truth and
presence.

The Book of Revelation shows the prayers of the elect pictured as
being accompanied by a musical instrument and as incense. It shows
these prayers ascending to God with the smoke of incense from the
golden altar in his heavenly temple:

"And he came and took the scroll out of  the right hand of him [God
the Father] that sat upon the throne. And when he had taken the
scroll, the four beasts and twenty-four elders fell down before the
Lamb [Jesus Christ], having every one of them harps, and golden
bowls  full of incenses, which are the prayers of saints" (Rev.5:7-8
KJV Para.).
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"And another angel stood at the altar, having a golden censer; and
he was given much incense, that he should add it to the prayers of
all saints on the golden altar which was before the throne. And the
smoke of the incense which came with the prayers of the saints,
ascended before God out of the angel's hand" (Rev.8:3-4 KJV
Para.). See also Rev.5:8.

Things Dedicated to God

Shortly after the beginning of the early church, Ananias and Sapphira
(a married couple) dedicated all the money they had received from a land
sale to God. Because this money was dedicated to God it was considered
holy and it belonged to God. However, Ananias and Sapphira violated
the law of holiness by first stealing a part of what they had dedicated to
God and then lying about the price of the land. This violation of  the law
resulted in their deaths:

"Now a man named Ananias, together with his wife Sapphira, also
sold a piece of property. With his wife's full knowledge he kept back
part of the money for himself, but brought the rest and put it at the
apostles' feet. Then Peter said, "Ananias, how is it that Satan has so
filled your heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept
for yourself some of the money you received for the land? Didn't it
belong to you before it was sold? And after it was sold, wasn't the
money at your disposal? What made you think of doing such a
thing? You have not lied to men but to God." When Ananias heard
this, he fell down and died. And great fear seized all who heard
what had happened. Then the young men came forward, wrapped
up his body, and carried him out and buried him. About three hours
later his wife came in, not knowing what had happened. Peter asked 
her, "Tell me, is this the price you and Ananias got for the land?"
"Yes," she said, "that is the price." Peter said to her, "How could
you agree to test the Spirit of the Lord? Look! The feet of the men
who buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry you
out also." At that moment she fell down at his feet and died. Then the 
young men came in and, finding her dead, carried her out and
buried her beside her husband. Great fear seized the whole church
and all who heard about these events" (Acts 5:1-11 NIV).

Understanding the concept of transferring something to God's use,
whether it is an object or a person, through a divine decree, a lawful
ritual, or a dedication is very important to the Father's elect children. It is
important for God's children to know that, once God takes possession of
an object or a person and that object or person enters into his divine,
sacred realm of the holy, the laws that govern all that is holy apply to it.
Because the Father's elect are his holy possession, they can never return
to the common or profane without forfeiting their salvation. See also
Lk.9:62; 2.Pet.2:1-22.
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Holy objects are not merely dedicated to a use; they are dedicated to
serve a godly purpose instead of a common purpose. Therefore, they  are
symbolic of that which is good and pure as opposed to that which is
common and profane. Holy objects are to remain holy.

The word of God cautions all who are holy to carefully consider the
extreme importance of  adhering to the laws of holiness and maintaining
holy objects in a holy condition.

The Family and the Holy Condition

While giving instructions and guidelines about marriage, the apostle
Paul addresses the situation where only one spouse in the marriage is a
child of God. In these instructions, Paul reveals three basic under-
standings about the sacred status of unconverted individuals within a
family where this condition exists. These understandings concern the
unbelieving mate being sanctified, the children being made holy, and an
opportunity for salvation being given to an unconverted mate:

"And if a woman has a husband who is not a believer and he is
willing to live with her, let her not leave him. Because the unbeliev-
ing husband has been sanctified (hagiazo) because of  his wife, and
the unbelieving wife has been sanctified (hagiazo) because of  her
believing husband. Otherwise your children would be unclean, but
as it is, they are holy (hagios). But if the unbeliever leaves, let him
do so. A believing man or woman is not bound in such circum-
stances; God has called us to live in peace. How do you know, wife,
if you will save your husband? Or, how do you know, husband, if
you will save your wife?" (1.Cor.7:13-16 Para.).

The first clue to understanding what Paul said to the believing spouse
is that being sanctified and being holy are two completely different
things:

• The English word sanctified is translated from the Greek word
hagiazo, which means purify, or consecrate.

• The English word holy is translated from the Greek word hagios,
which means sacred, pure, blameless, holy, or saint.

There is a clear difference between the unconverted mate and the
unconverted children in the eyes of God. The unconverted mate is
sanctified but not holy, and the children are holy but not sanctified.
These scriptures show two different degrees of the sacred realm being
administered. The unconverted mate is purified or consecrated to a
sacred use, but the children are placed in a sacred state of existence.

Sanctified and Holy

The following are two important questions that need to be answered
about a converted person's unconverted spouse and a converted person's
unconverted children::
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1.  How can an unconverted spouse be sanctified and an unconverted
child be made holy?

2.  Are the  unconverted spouse's sanctified status and the unconverted
children's holy status the same quality as the converted spouse or
parent(s) sanctified and holy status?

To answer these questions, one must clearly understand that all
unconverted people are sinners, which includes the unconverted spouse
of an elect person and a converted parent's unconverted children. One
must also understand that, because the unconverted spouse and the
unconverted children are sinners, they live outside the specific agree-
ment for salvation that a converted person has with the Sovereign Father.

Under the first covenant with national Israel, sins were never
removed or forgiven; sins were only covered from God's view. Each year 
on the Day of Atonement, all of the accumulated sins of Israel were
symbolically placed on the head of a live goat and symbolically sent
away from God's sight. Although the Israelites were a holy people, they
were sinners and under the death penalty for their sins because they did
not have a perfect sacrifice that could be given to pay for their sins.

The ancient nation of Israel was a nation of sinners who were under
the death penalty for their sins; however, they were a sanctified (i.e., set
apart for a holy purpose) and holy people through divine decree,  lawful
ritual, and dedication to God. The Israelites were a physical people who
were physically sanctified and holy, whereas the Father's elect children
have been transformed into a new creation unlike any other on earth and
are both physically and spiritually sanctified and holy.

Under the gospel age agreement, the Father's elect children are
purged of sin in order to become sanctified and holy and are kept in a
sanctified and holy condition through the following process:

1. The application of the sacrificial blood of Christ through which God
the Father expiates sin. See Heb.9:11-23; 10:16-20; 1.Pet.1:22-23;
1.Jn.1:5-10.

2.  The sacrificial blood of Christ covers and removes one's sins which
results in one being perpetually blameless before the Father (i.e., not
under the penalty of the law). See Rom.6:1-16; Gal.5:1-18).

3.  The indwelling of God's spirit through which the Father's elect are
kept in a state of physical and spiritual purity. See Eph.4:30; 2.Cor.
1:20-22; Jude 1:24-25.
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Because no justification (i.e., forgiveness of sin) is required for an
unbelieving mate to be sanctified or the unconverted children to be made
holy, it is clear that neither the unbelieving mate nor the unconverted
children noted by Paul are of the Father's new creation. Yet, one is
sanctified and the other made holy by divine decree. Neither are intrins-
ically holy like the believing mate, because neither the unconverted mate 
nor the unconverted children have been transformed into a new creature
through the process of justification under the gospel age agreement.
Therefore, the sanctification of the unconverted mate and the holy
condition of the unconverted children are different in quality and degree
from that of the converted spouse.

The Father has shown special favor to the  unconverted spouse and
unconverted children of a converted person and made an allowance in his 
plan for the unconverted spouse to be physically sanctified and  uncon-
verted children to be made physically holy like it was under the first
covenant with national Israel.

The unconverted spouse's sanctified status and the unconverted
children's holy  status is only a physical condition and not a physical and
spiritual condition which it is with the Father's elect children.

The Unconverted Mate

The only explanation Paul gives for the unconverted mate being sanc- 
tified is so that the children will not be unclean. Therefore, the meaning
of the word unclean is the key to understanding the kind of holiness and
the degree of holiness that the children possess.

The English word unclean in 1.Corinthians 7:14 is translated from
the Greek word akathartos, which is associated with a group of words
that pertain to physical, moral, and cultic defilement and cleansing.
Akathartos has to do with physical, cultic, and moral impurity which are
all closely related.

The scriptures show that, under the gospel age agreement, spiritual
impurity and defilement can only be removed through the process of
conversion, which renders one totally sinless. Moreover, there is only
one method by which the process of conversion into a sinless person can
be performed under the gospel age agreement. Therefore, it is logical to
conclude that, when Paul uses the word akathartos in verse 14 to denote
an unclean condition in reference to the children, he is referring to a
physical state of existence, not a spiritual state of existence.

What Paul said about unconverted children being unclean in the
physical state and the unbelieving mate being sanctified for the sake of
the children becomes clear when viewed in the context of the temple
system of worship that God prescribed for national Israel, the Father's
heavenly temple system of worship, and the Father's temple system of
worship on earth during the gospel age.
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Remember that all things closely associated with the temple system
of worship in ancient Israel were to be ceremonially purified and that
nothing unclean was allowed to enter into the temple. Once a person or a
thing was accepted for use in the temple, that person or thing was holy
and had to be respected as such. Moreover, it seems logical that, because
the temple system of worship for ancient Israel was patterned after the
heavenly temple system of worship (Heb.8:1-5; 9:19-23), the same logic
concerning the clean and unclean applies today under the Father's temple 
system of worship on earth (2.Cor.6:17; Eph.5:5).

Because it is physical purity which is the issue in verse 14, it seems
that one other reason for the purification or consecration of the uncon-
verted spouse has to do with the physical relationship between the
husband and wife. The scriptures tell us that a husband and wife are one
flesh (Gen.2:24; Eph.5:31-33) and that the flesh can be contaminated by
that which is physically impure (i.e., unclean); therefore, the physical
relationship must be kept physically pure in order to keep the mate who
is a holy temple of God from being defiled. See also Lev.7:19-21;
2.Cor.6:16-13.

The Unconverted Children

The Greek word for children  in 1.Cor.7:14 is teknon, which is taken
from the Greek root tiko. It means to produce  (from a seed, as a mother, a 
plant, the earth) to bear, be born, or bring forth. Therefore, it seems that
the unconverted children Paul refers to are the offspring produced from a 
union between a converted and an unconverted spouse. If this is the case,
it would reinforce the logic behind the necessity to change the physical
state of the unconverted spouse from unclean to clean in order to
guarantee that the children from the union would be holy. The law of
holiness shows that nothing unclean can enter into or issue forth from a
temple of God and all things that issue forth from a holy being must be
holy.

Although no scriptural proof has been found so far, it may also be true 
that, if children exist before a parent is converted, children of such a
parent are made holy by divine decree at the time of the parent's
conversion.

The Children's Holy Status

Because children of the elect are considered holy, there are a number
of things concerning this holy status that need to be considered in order
to determine the kind and the degree of their holy condition:
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1.  The children Paul speaks of in verse 14 are unconverted and without
the spirit of God dwelling within them. If they were true believers
with God's spirit dwelling within them, Paul's explanation of their
holy state would not be necessary. Therefore, three of  the meanings
of the Greek word hagios (i.e., pure, blameless, and saint) in refer-
ence to the children being holy do not apply, which means only the
other two meanings of  the Greek word hagios (i.e., sacred and holy)
can apply to the children. Also, the Greek word amomos, which
means blameless and moral perfection and connotes perfect piety, is
never used in reference to the elect's unconverted children.

2. With the understanding that there are different degrees of being
sanctified and being holy, one can determine the holy status of the
children noted in verse 14 by reviewing the following two categories
in which the holy state exists:

• There is the degree to which someone or something is more holy
or less holy with the spirit-power of God expressed on or within it, 
which demands that one show reverence and respect for that
which is holy (e.g., The Temple, the Holy of Holies, the Ark of the 
Covenant, and the High Priest).

• There is the degree to which someone or something is more holy
or less holy in the cultic sense (i.e., formal religious veneration,
worship as a system of religious beliefs and ritual, great devotion
to a person, idea, or thing), which demands that one show rever-
ence and respect for that which is holy (e.g., God's name, God's
law, the Sabbath and the office of the High Priest).

Because unconverted children of a holy person do not have the holy
spirit residing within them, they cannot have the holy status granted to
them; they can only have the holy status placed upon them.

Although it is  not a perfect analogy, the following review of how
Israelite children initially received their holy status does serve to
illustrate how children of the elect also receive their holy status.

It was God's original intent for the nation of Israel to be a holy sacred
nation (Ex.19:5-6) comprised of holy individuals through which all
nations would be blessed. When children were born into an Israelite
family, they were also born into the national covenant; therefore, the
children received their holy status and covenant relationship with the
Creator God through birthright.

It is important at this point to note that the gospel age agreement
between God the Father and his children is not a national agreement; it is
an agreement between two individuals which can only be entered into
and maintained through the performance of very specific terms and
conditions on the part of the individual with whom the Father has chosen
to enter into an agreement.
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Paul said that children of a converted person are holy; therefore, it is
probable that children of  the elect receive their holy status as a birthright, 
just as the Israelite children received their holy status. However, because
unconverted children do not have the spirit of God dwelling within them, 
they are not intrinsically holy like their converted parent(s). Therefore, it
seems logical that the children's holy status is only physical as was the
holy status of  all Israelites under the national agreement with the Creator 
God.

Under the covenant with ancient Israel,  foreigners living within the
nation of Israel who gave themselves to the service and worship of the
Creator God were to be treated with fairness and respect and were
afforded many of the same benefits and privileges as the Israelites;
thereby, they also became beneficiaries of the blessings that were
bestowed on Israel (Lev.19:33-34; Deut.10:17-19).

All citizens of national Israel received benefits from being a holy
people, but not all citizens were allowed to participate in every aspect of
its civil government or the sacrificial system of worship. Although all
citizens of national Israel could participate in the sacrificial system of
worship, only a few individuals were authorized specific functions and
responsibilities for performing sacrifice and ritual at the temple and each
of these individuals were limited by their function and responsibility in
the degree of  access they had to the temple and the Creator God.

Although children of the elect have  holy status and are under the care
and protection of the Father's holy nation and receive many benefits from 
having this sacred status, they are neither intrinsically holy like their
parent(s)  nor temples wherein the spirit of God dwells, because they are
not of the new creation. Moreover, they are not citizens of the Father's
spiritual nation and are therefore limited in their ability to participate in
things of a spiritual nature, because the degree and quality of their holy
condition is different from that of their holy parent(s).

Children's Conditional Holy Status

The holy status of the unconverted children of the elect and its
maintenance is conditional and inexorably tied to their parents' holy
status and its maintenance. In order to understand why this is so, we need
to review the foundational elements of the covenant relationship be-
tween the Creator God and national Israel and the gospel age agreement
between God the Father and his elect children. 

The Creator God offered to make national Israel a kingdom of priests
and a holy nation if they would obey his voice and keep his covenant.
The Israelites agreed to this arrangement (Ex.19:4-8) and as long as the
Israelites adhered to the terms and conditions of the agreement, the
covenant remained in force and the Israelites and their children were
holy. However, if they broke their agreement and did not move to restore
a harmonious relationship between themselves and the Creator God as
provided in the terms and conditions of the agreement, the agreement

169

 



would be terminated and the Israelites and their children would no longer 
be a kingdom of priests or a holy nation.

The Creator God used the covenant relationship between a husband
and a wife as an analogy for the relationship between himself and
national Israel (Isa.54:4-8; Jer.3:20). Because of national Israel's (i.e.,
the Houses of  Israel and Judah) adultery and whoredom with false
religion and their flagrant violation of the terms and conditions of their
covenant with God, he divorced Israel and terminated his agreement with 
them (Jer.3:8;11:10-11,17; 31:32). Today, Israel is not a kingdom of
priests or a holy nation, because there is no agreement in force between
them and the Creator God. At this time, national Israel has no means
through which to acquire or maintain a holy status like they did under
their first agreement with the Creator God.

During the gospel age of salvation, God the Father offers an oppor-
tunity to individuals to become kings and priests in his royal family
and holy nation under certain terms and conditions. As long as
individuals adhere to these terms and conditions, their agreement with
the Father remains in force. But, if the individual breaks their agreement
with the Father and does not move to restore a harmonious relationship
with him as provided under the terms and conditions of the agreement,
the agreement and their holy status is terminated (Matt.12:32; Rom.
6:23; Tit.3:10-11; Heb.10:26-31).

Because the holy status of the elect's children is predicated on the
holy status of the parent(s), when the parent's holy status is terminated
the unconverted children's holy status is also terminated and they no
longer receive the benefits which resulted from the parents' holy status.
See Deut.5:9-10; Hos.4:6.

The Opportunity

It seems that a unique opportunity for salvation under the gospel age
agreement is granted to an unconverted individual married to one of the
Father's elect children. It is beyond the scope of this study to analyze this
opportunity in detail, but it does seem that this opportunity only exists
for some individuals during this age in this  particular situation (this may
also include the unconverted children. See Acts 2:39).

"But if the unbeliever leaves, let him do so. A believing man or woman 
is not bound in such circumstances; God has called us to live in peace.
How do you know, wife, if you will save your husband? Or, how do you
know, husband, if  you will save your wife?" (1.Cor.7:15-16 Para.).
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HOLINESS: A RECOGNIZABLE QUALITY

Is there something that can be observed, heard, seen, or touched in
this physical dimension that will reveal if a person is holy or practices
holiness, or is practicing holiness just an abstract religious concept with
no real substance? The condition of being holy and the true practice of
holiness are clearly recognizable. There are many ways to determine if a
person is truly holy and is practicing holiness according to the Bible's
definition of being holy and practicing holiness. The following scriptural 
examples show how the physical and spiritual condition of  being holy
and the practice of holiness can be recognized by people and by
spirit-beings.

The New Covenant

The focal point of the new covenant with national Israel is the placing
of God's law within the innermost parts of one's being. The reason that
the law needs to be a part of a person's very being is because it is the law
that teaches a person what holy attitudes, behaviors, and character are
and how to practice the way of holiness:

"Behold, the days come, says the Lord, that I will make a new
covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah: Not
according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day
that I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt;
which my covenant they brake, although I was an husband to  them,
says the Lord: But this shall be the covenant that I will make with
the house of Israel; After those days, says the Lord, I will put my law 
in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their
God, and they shall be my people" (Jer.31:31-33 KJV).

"This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after that
time, declares the Lord. I will put my laws in their minds and write
them on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people"
(Heb.8:10 NIV).

"This  is  the  covenant that I will make with them  after  those days,
says the Lord, I will put my laws into their hearts, and in their
minds  will I write them;  And their sins  and  iniquities will I remem- 
ber no more. Now where remission of these is, there is no more
offering for sin" (Heb.10:16-18 KJV).

Because people  who lived before and during the first covenant with
national Israel did not have the law of  God  as a part of their mental and
spiritual make-up, they found it very difficult to maintain their holy
status and obey and worship God as he originally intended. It is for this
reason that God formed a new agreement, which included a provision
that would change what was wrong with people by placing his laws in
their minds and spirits.
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God has only one set of laws that show people how to be holy, how to
behave toward each other, and how they should worship him. Therefore,
the law being spoken of in Jeremiah, chapter 31 and Hebrews, chapter 10 
is the same law that he gave to the nation of Israel as a part of the first
agreement with  them. This is the law that he will write in the hearts and
minds of people under the new agreement with national Israel and that is
a part of the agreement with the Father's earthly children during the
gospel age of salvation. In other words, God will write  these laws in the
innermost part of one's mind; thereby, he will make the law a part of one's 
thinking process.

This is how we are truly reconciled to God the Father. There is a
change of mind, which is called conversion. One is converted from a
hostile, sinning, evil-minded person into a loving, law-abiding, person
who does the will of God. After conversion, one becomes holy and is no
longer an enemy of God! Therefore, one indication that a person is holy
is the practice of God's law.

Known by Their Fruits

Both Jesus and Paul reveal how one holy person can recognize
another holy person when they are given enough time to evaluate a
person's attitude, behavior, and character:

"A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree
bring forth good fruit. Every tree that brings not forth good fruit is
cut down, and cast into the fire. Wherefore by their fruits you shall
know them. Not every one that says to me, Lord, Lord, shall enter
into the kingdom of heaven; but he that does the will of my Father
which is in heaven" (Matt.7:18-21 KJV). See also Matt.12:33;
Lk.6:43-44.

Throughout the Bible, good trees and good fruit are associated with
people who are in conformity with God's law, while bad trees and bad
fruit are associated with people who are living in opposition to God's
law.

"When you were the servants of sin, you were free from righteous-
ness. What fruit resulted from doing  those things that you are now
ashamed of doing? The end result of doing those things is death. But 
you are free from sin, and become servants of God, now you have
the fruit of your holiness, which will result is everlasting life. For
the wages of sin is death; but God's gift is eternal life through Jesus
Christ our Lord" (Rom.6:20-23 Para.).

Why is the fruit of righteousness eternal life and the wages of sin
death? The reason is that "The law is holy, and the commandment is holy, 
righteous and good" (Rom.7:12) and "All your [God's] commandments
are righteousness" (Psa.119:172), but sin is the violation of God's holy
law. The sacred state of righteousness and the practice of  holiness are
inexorably tied to obedience to God's law which results in eternal life.
See Matt.19:16-20.
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"The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness,
goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance: against such there is no
law" and "The fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness 
and truth" (Gal.5:23-25; Eph.5:9).

"This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. For
men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud,
blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, haughty, Without
natural affection, truce breakers, false accusers, incontinent,
fierce, despisers of those that are good, Traitors, heady, high-
minded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; Having a form 
of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away"
(2.Tim.3:1-5).

Jesus Christ was just like the Sovereign Father and reflected his
attitude, behavior, and character. A holy one is instructed to imitate these 
characteristics; therefore, one indication that a person is holy is that the
person is following Jesus Christ's example and instructions about the
practice of holiness and has godly characteristics—one fruit of the spirit
is holiness.

Clearly, a person who is consistently out of step with God's way of
life and refuses to conform to the basic laws of holiness is not a holy
person.

Marked For Recognition

A holy individual who has the spirit of God dwelling within them and
practices holiness is recognizable to beings who inhabit the spirit realm.
The following accounts show that spirit-beings can easily recognize a
person who is holy.

The prophet Ezekiel was given a vision showing that God's patience
with national Israel will come to an end and that he will no longer sit
quietly by while the houses of Israel and Judah and their civil and
religious leaders commit their abominations and idolatry before him. In
this vision, Ezekiel sees a spirit-being with an inkhorn being sent to mark 
for protection against God's wrath many of the elect who inhabit
Jerusalem:

"Cause them that have charge over the city [Jerusalem] to draw
near, even every man with his destroying weapon in his hand. And,
behold, six men came . . . and one man among them was clothed
with linen, with a writer's inkhorn by his side . . ..  And he called to
the man clothed with linen, which had the writer's inkhorn by his
side; And the Lord said to him, Go through the midst of the city,
through the midst of Jerusalem, and set a mark on the foreheads of
the men that sigh and that cry for all the abominations that be done
in the midst thereof. Slay utterly old and young, both maids, and
little children, and women: but come not near any man  on whom is
the mark; and begin at my sanctuary" (Ezk.9:1-6 KJV).
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How does the spirit-being with the inkhorn know who is worthy to
receive the mark of protection? He could have a list of these people,
another spirit-being could point them out to him, or perhaps there is
something that emanates from a holy person that distinguishes them
from other people. From the following accounts it seems that a spirit-
being can distinguish a holy person from an unholy person by something
emanating from a holy person which can only be perceived by a
spirit-being.

The three following accounts show that spirit-beings easily recognize 
the difference between a person who is holy and one who is not:

"And in the synagogue there was a man, which had a spirit of an
unclean devil, and cried out with a loud voice,  Saying, Let us alone; 
what have we to do with you, you Jesus of Nazareth? art you come
to destroy us? I know you who you art; the Holy One of God. And
Jesus rebuked him, saying, Hold your peace, and come out of him.
And when the devil had thrown him in the midst, he came out of him, 
and hurt him not" (Lk.4:33-35 KJV).

"And it came to pass, as we went to prayer, a certain damsel
possessed with a spirit of divination met us, which brought her
masters much gain by soothsaying: The same followed Paul and us,
and cried, saying, These men are the servants of the most high God,
which shew to  us the way of salvation" (Acts 16:16-17 KJV).

"Then certain of the vagabond Jews, exorcists, took  on them to call
over them which had evil spirits the name of the Lord Jesus, saying,
We adjure you by Jesus whom Paul preaches. And there were seven
sons of one Sceva, a Jew, and chief of the priests, which did so. And
the evil spirit answered and said, Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but 
who are you? And the man in whom the evil spirit was leaped on
them, and overcame them, and prevailed against them, so that they
fled out of that house naked and wounded" (Acts 19:13-16 KJV).

Yes, a holy person can be recognized; however, it is obvious from
what we find in the scriptures that the only ones who can truly recognize
if someone is holy and is practicing holiness are people who themselves
are holy and understand the rules and standards for being holy, as well as
spirit-beings who know the difference between the holy and the unholy.

SUMMARY

National Israel

The Creator God's covenant with national Israel required that all
Israelites imitate his attitude, behavior, and character (You shall be holy,
because I am holy) and maintain this sacred holy state of existence in
order to receive benefits under the national covenant. Therefore, God
revealed to the Israelites the laws which govern the holy state of exist-
ence and he instructed them in the practice of these laws in order for them 
to be holy and remain holy.
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The laws of  holiness given to the Israelites governed every aspect of
their lives. Every circumstance was addressed either by a specific law, a
concept, or a principle within the law. Therefore, when a holy state of
existence was established through God's decree, lawful ritual, or dedica-
tion to God, the holy condition was to be maintained through adherence
to the laws of holiness.

If a person violated the law of holiness and that violation was serious,
the violator was to be put to death. The death of those who polluted the
tabernacle and the ark of  the covenant and the failure of national Israel to 
maintain a holy state of existence even after repeated warnings for them
to be holy clearly show the importance of understanding how to become
holy and how to maintain a holy lifestyle. See Lev.10:10-11.

If a person or a thing was defiled and the law allowed for the holy
state to be  reestablished, it could be reestablished through one or more of 
the following: The repentance of the violator, the removal of the defiling
element, the proper sacrifice, and a purification ritual.

Among  the Israelites, certain objects and animals were transformed
from the natural realm to a holy existence to varying degrees depending
on function, responsibility, or use. This was done through God's decree,
lawful ritual, or dedication to God. The mental transformation from the
natural state to the holy state came about for national Israel through a
desire and willingness to obey God's instructions. God defined this
desire and willingness to obey him as being circumcised in the heart. See
Deut.10:16; 30:6.

God's instructions to the Israelites concerning being holy shows us
that being holy and being unholy are not compatible states of existence,
and that the physical must be transformed into the holy in order to safely
interact with God's sacred realm of existence. Moreover, there are
tremendous benefits for those who maintain a holy state of existence.

Spiritual Israel

Although those whom the Father calls to salvation during the gospel
age have an  agreement that is different from the one ancient Israel had
with the Creator God, this agreement still requires the Sovereign Father's 
earthly children to be holy as he is holy:

"Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, being sober, perfectly
hope in the grace being brought to you at the revelation of Jesus
Christ; As obedient children, not in ignorance fashioning your-
selves after your former lusts, but according to the Holy One who
has called you also become holy in all conduct. Because it has been
written, Be holy; because  I am holy" (1.Pet.1:13-16 KJV Para.).
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The Sovereign Father's earthly children are his holy nation of  kings
who are waiting to rule in his kingdom. They are his holy nation of
priests who offer him holy sacrifice through his holy temple in which the
holy spirit resides. And they are his ambassadors who are to represent
him and his way of life to humanity.

Although the Father's children are intrinsically holy because they
have his spirit dwelling within them, they are still required to perfect and
maintain their holiness through practicing a holy lifestyle:

"For God has not called us to uncleanness, but to holiness" (1.Thes. 
4:7 KJV).

"Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse
ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting
holiness in the fear of God" (2.Cor.7:1 KJV).

"Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man
shall see the Lord" (Heb.12:14 KJV).

"I speak after the manner of men because of the infirmity of your
flesh: for as you have yielded your members servants to unclean-
ness and unto iniquity to  iniquity; even so now yield your members
servants unto righteousness unto  holiness" (Rom.6:19 KJV).

In order to live a holy life and imitate god-like attitudes and behav-
iors, a person must know and understand God's law, because it is the law
that defines and governs the sacred, holy state of existence. It is impos-
sible to imitate god-like behavior unless one knows what it is and how to
practice it. This is one of the reasons why the scriptures say to study the
law and meditate on God's law. It is through the study of the law and
meditation on it that one comes to understand God and why he is holy,
righteous, and superior to all that he has caused to come into existence.
Notice what King David and the apostle Paul said about the law and its
importance in one's life:

"O how love I your law! it is my meditation all the day. You through
your commandments hast made me wiser than mine enemies: for
they are ever with me. I have more understanding than all my
teachers: for your testimonies are my meditation. I understand
more than the ancients, because I keep your precepts" (Psa.119:
97-100 KJV).

"Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who
does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth"
(2.Tim.2:15 NKJV).
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Tremendous Blessings

Those who truly follow God's laws,  precepts, and principles during
the gospel age of salvation will be blessed beyond comprehension,
because they are among the first of humanity to be given the opportunity
to be holy as God is holy in the spiritual sense:

"Blessed are the undefiled in the way, who walk in the law of the
Lord. Blessed are they that keep his testimonies, and that seek him
with the whole heart. They also do no iniquity: they walk in his
ways" (Psa.119:1-3 KJV).

There are awesome rewards for those who diligently pursue a holy
lifestyle in obedience to God's law and successfully maintain their sacred 
state of holiness:

"Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse
ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting
holiness in the fear of God" (2.Cor.7:1 KJV).

"Blessed and holy [hagios] is he that has part in the first resur-
rection: on such the second death has no power, but they shall be
priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand
years" (Rev.20:6 KJV).

"And he said to me, Seal not the sayings of the prophecy of this
book: for the time is at hand. He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: 
and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that is righteous,
let him be righteous still: and he that is holy (hagios), let him be
holy (hagiazo) still. And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is
with me, to give every man according as his work shall be. I am
Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last.
Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have
right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the
city. For without are dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers, and
murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever loves and makes a lie"
(Rev.22:10-15 KJV).

The English word holy in Revelation 20:6 and 22:11 is translated
from the Greek word hagios, which means sacred, pure, blameless, holy
or saint. The English phase be holy in Revelation 20:11 is translated from 
the Greek word hagiazo, which means purify or consecrate.

All of these holy, righteous individuals are to be blessed, because
after they were made holy through the process of repentance and
baptism, they continued to practice God's law of  holiness.
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THE FUTURE

Isaiah records that, after Christ's return and the government of God is
established in Jerusalem, all the residence of the city will be called holy.
It seems that the reason these people will be called holy is because they
will be practicing the laws of holiness:

"In that day shall the branch of the Lord be beautiful and glorious,
and the fruit of the earth shall be excellent and comely for them that
are escaped of Israel. And it shall come to pass, that he that is left in
Zion, and he that remains in Jerusalem, shall be called holy, even
every one that is written among the living in Jerusalem: When the
Lord shall have washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion, and
shall have purged the blood of Jerusalem from the midst thereof by
the spirit of judgment, and by the spirit of burning. And the Lord
will create on every dwelling place of mount Zion, and on her
assemblies, a cloud and smoke by day, and the shining of a flaming
fire by night: for on all the glory shall be a defense" (Isa.4:2-5
KJV).

The prophet Ezekiel was inspired to record that the priests who
administer the temple system after the return of Christ will teach the
same things concerning holiness that were taught to ancient Israel, the
early church, and the elect at the end of the age:

"And they [the Priests] shall teach my people the difference between
the holy and profane, and cause them to discern between the unclean and 
the clean" (Ezk.44:23 KJV). See also Lev.10:9-11; 11:46-47. 

There is a heavy penalty to be paid by anyone who has had holiness
placed within them and then contaminates their holy state and neglects to 
repent and ask for forgiveness for their violation of the law of holiness:

"Therefore as the fire devours the stubble, and the flame consumes
the chaff, so their root shall be as rottenness, and their blossom
shall go up as dust: because they have cast away the law of the Lord
of hosts, and despised the word of the Holy One of Israel" (Isa.5:24
KJV).

A Physical and Spiritual Reality

The Sovereign Father and his firstborn son Jesus Christ are holy; they 
are spirit-beings who inhabit a dimension of existence which is ruled by
perfect law. For God the Father's holy children, holiness is a physical and 
spiritual reality that derives its sacred quality of existence from God the
Father through the power of his holy spirit. It is this sacred quality of
existence that separates the Father's earthly children from the rest of
humanity and allows them to interact with the Father's heavenly realm.
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What does it mean to be holy during the gospel age of salvation?:

• One is intrinsically holy with God's holy spirit dwelling within
them.

• One is not human as others are human, but is a holy creation.
• One is a member of the Sovereign Father's holy family and holy

nation.
• One must practice the laws of holiness which are applicable to

one's life.

All who desire to become an immortal spirit-being, inherit the King-
dom of God, and reap the awesome rewards that are promised for being
holy must  remain holy, love God with all their  being, and obey his laws
of holiness:

"But as it is written, Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, neither have
entered into the heart of man, the things which God has prepared
for them that love him" (1.Cor.2:9 KJV).

By B. L. Cocherell                                                                                                         b8w18
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 ___  CHAPTER ___                                                                             
NINE

UNDERSTANDING ACTS 15

—————————————————————–

What is expected of the elect of God today regarding the laws that
were given to national Israel through  Moses? Which  ones,  if any, must
be practiced by God the Father's children? Some people would answer
that none of these laws need to be practiced. Some believe that all of
these laws are still binding on God's people and others believe that only
some of these laws must still be practiced by God's elect today.

Are  there  any  solid  answers to  the  many  difficult questions  about
the practice of God's law? Yes, there are easily understood answers to the 
questions about which of the laws of God must be practiced by the elect
of God today. Those  who desire to live their lives after the ways of  God
can easily find these answers, because the apostles recorded them  for all
who are seeking to do God's will in their life.

In order to understand what the Father requires of his children today
regarding his law given through Moses, it is important to remember that
the temple worship system existed for about 40 years after the death and
resurrection of Jesus. Moreover, during  this time  many converted Jews
still worshiped in local synagogues, as well as at the Temple in Jeru-
salem and they continued to observe certain aspects of the temple wor-
ship system. It is during this time of transition between the old and new
agreements with national Israel that we find much of the controversy
about the law and its observance. 

A QUESTION ABOUT CIRCUMCISION 

In the Book of Acts, chapter 15, the apostles are gathered at Jerusalem 
to consider the questions brought to  them  about circumcision, God's law 
given through Moses, and  salvation. The  apostle's decision  about  these
issues was for their day as well as ours. Their decisions regarding this
matter established a concise guideline as to what God the Father expects
of his children regarding the practice of his law given through Moses to
national Israel.

The Authority of the Eldership

It is important to understand that this meeting at Jerusalem was a
formal council of the apostles and elders who governed the congre-
gations of God. This was not just an informal gathering of a few of the
elect; this was a meeting to resolve  major  issues that affected  the entire
body of the elect and needed to be resolved by those who were in
authority.

 The authority to govern the church first resided with the apostles and
later with the apostles and the elders:
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